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some homeowners have
success stories

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Even as the latest
statistics show house foreclosures ris-
ing again, not all households in a finan-
cial bind with a mortgage lose their
home — or their shirt.

Some believe the upward trend in
foreclosures is a case of banks finally
acting on long-abandoned properties,
but without the front-page attention the
first tsunami of foreclosures brought in
2008, or the “robo-signing” scandals
that started in 2010, whereby lenders
speedily processed huge numbers of
foreclosures often using false informa-
tion.

The top five states with the highest
number of properties that received a fore-
closure filing in January were California,
Florida, Illinois, Michigan and Georgia,
according to RealtyTrac, which tracks

foreclosure, auction and bank-owned
homes nationally. Nevada has the highest
rate of foreclosures, at one in every 198
homes. North Dakota has the lowest, one
in every 63,500 homes.

But there are more good-news stories
emerging from the debris of the hous-
ing debacle, thanks to the relentless
efforts of counselors who advocate on
behalf of homeowners, getting them
more favorable terms as their financial
fortunes staggered along with that of
the U.S. economy.

“The housing market is dysfunctional
and it does nothing to help our most
vulnerable,” said Sean Wendlinder, a
grants specialist for the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development,
during a Feb. 14 program at the
Catholic Social Ministry Gathering in
Washington.

Wendlinder cited the number of fam-
ilies who are “doubling up” in housing,

the stress on families and marriages
facing the threat of housing foreclosure,
and the reduced academic performance
of schoolchildren whose parents are
wrapped up in trying to save their
house.

Jeanne Reitz Fekade-Sellassie, a for-
mer CCHD staffer who now works in
the National Foreclosure Mitigation
Counseling Program for NeighborWorks
America, pointed to studies that show
that homeowners who get counseling
when they face foreclosure are likelier to
keep their house — and that the more
counseling they get, the more likely they
are to prevent foreclosure.

The stories of homeowners them-
selves who escaped losing their homes
could be enough to scare anyone into
doing everything possible to stay cur-
rent on their mortgages.

Judy Viola of Cortez, Pa., near
Scranton, said she and her husband,

Frank, bought their home in 1988 for
$76,500, with a mortgage interest rate
of 8.7 percent.

While their two sons were still in
school, she said, Frank, a machinist,
could not work because of a back prob-
lem. Corrective surgery made the prob-
lem worse, requiring a second opera-
tion. Then doctors discovered Judy had
a pulmonary embolism, which she said
has adversely affected how her brain
functions. “We were 18 months with no
pay” while the Social Security
Administration continued its inaction
on their application for disability bene-
fits, Viola said.

“Foreclosure is very stressful. I
can’t tell you how it wears you
down,” she added. “I think it got to
Frank more than it got to me, because
as the man he expects to be able to
provide.”
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By Bill Harden

Jean and I had only attended Mass at
Sacred Heart in Camden a couple of
times, but each time someone invari-
ably came up to us and welcomed us,
asked where we were from, and just
generally made us feel at home. One
Sunday, a couple, Tim and Gail
Gooney, who heads up a ministry called
the Green Team who decorates the
church each week, approached us. Gail
asked me my last name and, when I told
her, she replied, “Your name is on one
of the stained glass windows here in the
church.” I sort of dismissed it, presum-
ing that it was spelled differently or
something, as there are no other
Catholics in my family, to my knowl-
edge.  

The following week I found the win-
dow and, sure enough, it bore the
inscription “Gift of M.E. Harden.”
Another week passed and I mentioned
it to Msgr. Michael Doyle, the pastor,
wondering if he knew who M.E.
Harden was. A passionate student of the
history of the parish, naturally he did
know, telling me that he was Mabury
Harden, the Master Carpenter who
helped to build Sacred Heart back in
1885.

The name “Mabury” struck a chord
with me. When I got home I checked
and confirmed that it was my grandfa-
ther’s middle name. A few hours with
Ancestry.com led me to the knowledge
that Mabury Harden, the carpenter who
built Sacred Heart, was my great-great
grandfather.  

No matter how many times I tell that
story, it still amazes me when you con-
sider the combination of factors and the
sequence of events that brought us to
Sacred Heart. Clearly the Holy Spirit
was at work, leading us to what has
become more than a church that my
ancestor helped to build, but a spiritual
home that has become such an enor-
mous part of our lives.  Every moment
I spend at Sacred Heart is special
beyond words, and the ancestral con-
nection has only deepened that experi-
ence.

Bill Harden is a member of the
Center for Environmental
Transformation (CfET) in Waterfront
South/Sacred Heart, which is dedicated
to environmental justice, particularly in
the Waterfront South neighborhood of
Camden.

To read an interview with him, go to
camdencenterfortransformation.org

The Story of a Church Window in Camden

Photos by James A. McBride

“Your name is
on one of the
stained glass
windows here
in the church.”

(continued on page S4)
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RESIDENTIAL
Interior/Exterior
Brush • Roller • Spray
Drywall Repairs
Power Washing
Acoustic Ceilings
Decorative Finishes
Carpentry

COMMERCIAL
Office Complexes
Medical Buildings
Hotel/Motel Maintenance
New Construction
Custom Painting
Day/Evening Hours
Neat & Reliable

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

on interior
painting with

this ad
(1 discount per

household)

10%Labor Discount

Serving South
Jersey, PA & DE for

21 years

JOHN FAZIO,
owner

NJ License #:
13VH00286900

(856) 468-5524 — Mantua, NJ
(609) 967-4541 — Avalon, NJ

Affordable Remodeling By
Harry Cardillo, LLC

“Your South Jersey Siding Specialist”
WHAT WE DO:
Siding-Roofing-Windows-Doors-
Shutters-Gutters-Decks & Additions
WHERE TO CALL:
856-629-1912 phone
WHERE TO FAX:
856-629-3623 fax
WHERE TO E-MAIL
affordableremodeling@verizon.net

Owner- Harry A. Cardillo, Sr.

HOMEHOME
CC LL EE AA NN
HOMEHOME

Full service home 
and office GREEN cleaning.
We customize light to heavy duty
cleaning to your special needs.

856-767-8807
www.hchgreen.com

Steven W. Faris — Proprietor
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By Karen Dietlein Osborne
Catholic News Service

“When Jesus said to ‘love your
neighbor,’” said my friend, holding her
hands over her ears to block out the
noise of her neighbor’s chainsaw next
door, “he surely didn’t mean that guy.”

We’ve all felt that way at one point or
another. Sometimes we are that neigh-
bor. Sometimes we both share the
blame.

Certain branches of the single tree
in my backyard hang over onto our
neighbor’s property. He doesn’t like
how berries from the tree drop into his
yard in late summer and has requested
that we chop it down. We love the
tree, though, so we told him we’d look
into having someone professionally
trim down the offending branches.
That’s when the misunderstanding
happened: He cut the tree branches
himself.

Last week we had yet another disagree-
ment about the tree and afterward stalked
back into our respective houses feeling
terrible about the situation, no doubt utter-
ing sentences such as my friend’s above.

For many people, living in a neigh-
borhood — whether in cul-de-sac sub-
urbia or close-packed city — no longer
resembles a 1950s-type model of care
and cooperation. For some, “neighbor-
hood” is an alien world. For others, it’s
a hostile atmosphere, a war zone.

It’s not easy, these days, to live as
neighbors.

My grandmother tells me of the days
when the grass in each backyard on her
street was completely unencumbered
by the maze-like wood and chain-link
fences that now divide house from
house. Tight-knit neighbors used to
share everything from stories to lawn
tools on summer nights. Now, she says,

her neighbors don’t even know each
other’s first names.

If you’re a teen growing up today, being
in a close-knit neighborhood is often more
the exception than the rule. It isn’t as easy
to love your neighbors as you want it to be
— especially not when they’re noisy, rude,
unfriendly or any number of things.

In college I’d regularly hear thudding
rap beats from the basement and crash-
ing rock riffs from the guys next door
when I was trying to sleep at midnight.
Growing up, the mere touch of my
dog’s feet to a nearby lawn while I was
walking him earned us screaming ver-
bal abuse from the lawn’s owner. 

My friend’s neighbor wakes up at 6
a.m. on Saturday to tackle noisy home
improvement projects. And that’s only
the beginning of the “neighbor stories”
I’ve heard or experienced.

Loving the neighbor with the noisy chainsaw

(continued on next page)

Mill Direct
Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate

Ceramic & Hardwood Flooring
Blinds • Shades • Shutters
E X P E R T  I N S T A L L A T I O N

Shop At Home • Free Estimates
20 No. Repauno Ave. • Gibbstown (Exit 16B I-295) • 856-423-7861

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:30pm • Evening hours by appointment. Please Call. • Sat. Hrs. 10am-3pm

Lic#13VHO5266900

$100 off
carpet or flooring purchase

of $1497 or more
Mont’s Carpets & Flooring
Gibbstown • 856-423-7861

$200 off
carpet or flooring purchase

of $2497 or more
Mont’s Carpets & Flooring
Gibbstown • 856-423-7861

ONT’S
Carpets & Flooring, Inc.

SSttoorree && SShhoowwrroooomm

30 Years
Same

Location

885566--442233--77886611
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The Wood Works
www.thewoodworks-nj.com

Since 1984

Showroom Open Tues. through Sat.

Williamstown, NJ      1111 North Black Horse Pike (Rt 42)           856-728-4520

Bookcases

Entertainment

      Centers

CabinetsCustom

Mantels
Custom Bars & Back Bars

Panel Wainscoting

Custom Sizes, Custom Designs, Many Wood Types 

 Finished or Ready To Finish, Installation Available

Discounted

Stair Railings

Display Clearance Sale
Present This Ad To Receive

An Extra  10% Discount

FINELY CRAFTED CORIAN, QUARTZ & GRANITE
SERVICE & QUALITY ARE OUR TRADEMARK

6084 Reega Ave. · Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 08234 · Phone: 609-646-0406 · Fax 609-646-9011

www.stonecrafters-nj.com

It would be easy to be annoyed at
these people — to put up fences of our
own, to turn up the volume
and stay in our own yards,
blocking them out. It would
be easy, but I don’t think it
would be right.

The world the teens of
today are inheriting is a world
growing smaller every year,
growing more interdependent,
tied together by technology
and other forces. If you can
imagine the world as one big
modern neighborhood, you can
also imagine what might be
going on between people in the
“houses.”

The fences countries put up
between themselves, the angry
misunderstandings and fights
both small and large, attitudes of
entitlement that advance one’s own
“improvement projects” at the cost
of neighbors’ and happiness show
that it’s time to turn all this around.
Jesus did mean “that guy” — the one
my friend felt should be excluded from
being loved. The effort we make in lov-
ing him — chainsaw and all — shows
us how we can love our neighbors on a
larger level and create a world in which
we all will want to live.

(continued from previous page)

Saturday morning, 6 a.m., must be time
to start a home improvement project
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Painting
by Vincent Cifelli

“3rd Generation Family Business”
* Paper hanging.

856-232-9394

HOME REPAIR SERVICE 
(609) 932-0489

Small Jobs Are Our Specialty
★★★ New Customer Special ★★★

3 Hours $105.00 (Min 1 Hour $40.00)

Windows • Doors • Gutters • Roofs
Sheetrock • Floors • Carpentry

Painting • Decks • Closets

Gentili’s Painting
Interior / Exterior

Power Washing/ Light Carpentry
Vinyl Windows and Capping

Insured and Licensed
856-228-2723

Gentili-painting.com

CONTEMPORARY HOME COMPLEMENTS

CALL MIKE DALY 856-582-9799

• Additions • Kitchens • Baths • Decks
Doors/Windows & Much More

ROOFING & SIDING EXPERTS
SAVE NOW

We Also Do Repairs
Lic. #13VH00983700✮ ✮

ENRIGHT & SONS

856-227-2122
“A Family Tradition Since 1925”

FUEL OIL
PROPANE
HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING
FUEL TANK INSTALLATIONS

AND REMOVALS

FEDERICI
FULL SERVICE HOME REMODELING COMPANY • NO SUBCONTRACTORS

WE SPECIALIZE IN EVERY AREA OF MAINTAINING AND UP KEEP

OF YOUR HOME

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

FEDERICIINTERIOR.COM

856-596-0202
20% OFF TILL THE END OF MARCH

FULLY LICENSED • FULLY INSURED

• KITCHEN

• BATHROOMS

• FINISH BASEMENTS

• CERAMIC TILE

• PAINTING

• WALLPAPER

• TRIM WORK

• CROWN MOLDING

• SIDING

• WINDOWS & DOORS

• DRYWALL

• DECKS

• LAMINATE FLOORS

• OTHER REMODELING

NEEDS

Serving S. Jersey, Phila and Suburbs
Family Owned and Operated since 1910

856-753-0022 • 215-336-1019
Ldadamomasonry@verizon.net

Licensed & Insured
CHURCHES A SPECIALTY (Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus)

POINTING, CLEANING, CAULKING, WATERPROOFING

Adamo Masonry Restoration

ALL ASPHALT PAVING, LLC
& Construction SINCE 1955

CHARLES DESORTE, 3rd Generation

856-767-1044
Parking Lots, Driveways, 
Patching & Seal Coating,
& Snow Plowing

P.O. Box 129
Atco, NJ 08004

DON’T REPLACE YOUR TUB…
REGLAZE IT!

EASTERN REFINISHING CO. • 1-800-463-1879

$379
Tub Refinishing
W/COUPON

regularly $479SAVE$100with coupon

Ask About
Stonefleck

Countertops

NEW!
Tub & Shower

in-lay.

Travel Charge May ApplyCOUPON EXPIRES 3/17/12
We also do Sinks, Tile, Many Colors
www.easternrefinishing.net

RATED
#1

NATIONALLY

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
� Landscape Design & Installation
� Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
� Natural Landscape Design
� Custom Landscape Lighting 
� Landscape Architech On Staff
� Hydro Seeding � Leaf Cleanup � Bush Trimming

Complete Landscaping & Lawn Service

N.J. Lic. # 13VH04645400      (856) 845-9282      (609) 970-0892
Financing plans available.

• FREE ESTIMATES

• FULLY INSURED

• 10% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS

EST. 1986

Then help started trickling in. “When
the story got out that we were in trou-
ble, the Lions Club would help us. The
neighbors would help us. We would
find bags of food outside,” Viola told
Catholic News Service.

Then came what Viola called “the
first ray of hope” in the person of Liz
Hall, a counselor for Neighborhood
Housing Services, who told the couple,
“Don’t worry, this is only temporary,
this is not going to last forever.” Then
U.S. Sen. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania
stepped in. His office asked the Social
Security Administration to expedite the
handling of their application, regardless
of what the results might be.

“Frank got his disability (benefits),
we got a modified mortgage. We’re
back on our feet. We stayed in our
house,” Viola said. Both of them work
part time for a merchandising company
that lets them set their own hours. Their
sons, now both with college degrees,
also hold down jobs, although not in the
fields of study they chose, and live at
home to help with the family income.

In Rio Rico, Ariz., between Tucson
and Nogales, Laura Tellez was helped
by a counselor from the Pio Decimo
Center, a Catholic Charities affiliate in
southern Arizona.

“The house where we were living at
was falling apart,” said Tellez, a single
mother who had two of her six children
still living at home while she also cared
for her 84-year-old mother. “The pipes
were horrible, the kids were developing

asthma,” she recalled. Tellez bought a
new home in 2006 for $138,000, and
the builder fled to Mexico after the boil-
er caught fire and promised cement
work was never done.

Tellez has a 30-year, subprime
adjustable-rate mortgage and started
out paying $996 a month. “And then it
went to $1,400. The next thing I know I
got a letter and it went up to $1,600,”
she told CNS. “It was so tough for me.
I got a salary cut, a wage cut here at
work, medical bills.” Those medical
costs included a new pacemaker for her
mother, treatment for one son’s broken
finger and another son’s emergency
gall-bladder surgery.

Lydia Gonzalez, the Pio Decimo
counselor, worked with Tellez and her
bank to get a fixed rate of 5.25 percent
so that now she pays just under $1,000,
like her original mortgage payment.

But it is hardly easy street for Tellez.
She works two jobs back-to-back, first
as an elementary school security guard
and then in “loss prevention” for a dis-
count department store. And, without a
car of her own, she depends on rides
from a neighbor, a school co-worker
and one of her daughters to get her from
place to place.

“I start work at 6:40 in the morning
and I don’t come home until 11:30 at
night,” Tellez said.

Even so, she hopes to save a little
money for home improvements, espe-
cially the planting of trees and flowers
on her property to combat soil erosion
— another flaw the builder never fixed.

Homeowner success stories
(continued from page S1) @@Visit us on the web
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