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Call the Advancement office

856-845-5200 Ext. 108
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� 99% College acceptance

� Class of 2012 earned $11.7 million

in college grants and scholarships

� One-to-One Tablet PC program 

engages students and teachers in

21st-century learning

� Daily participation in over 60 
activities, clubs, sports and 

community service

� Nearly 25% of our students receive
financial assistance

� 78-Acre campus houses some of the
best and most dedicated teachers

in New Jersey

� Collegiate scheduling and active
learning

� Proud of over 50 years of tradition,
and ready for the next 50 years of

Catholic, College Prep education!

You Belong Here!

5035 Route 130 South • Delran, New Jersey 08075   
Phone: 856-461-5400  •  www.HolyCrossHighSchool.org
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Holy Cross High School

Burlington County’s Catholic High School



By Peter G. Sánchez

HAMMONTON — Here at St.
Joseph High School last week, more
than 50 elementary and secondary
school teachers and administrators
gathered with the professional develop-
ment team of the Alliance for Catholic
Education (ACE) to begin work on a
new science curriculum for schools in
the Diocese of Camden.

An enterprise of the University of
Notre Dame, ACE works with Catholic
schools throughout the United States.
The weeklong workshop in
Hammonton that began Aug. 8 is the
beginning of a two-year collaboration
to  strengthen curriculum, instruction
and assessment in Catholic schools in
the diocese. 

“The treasure of Catholic schools lies
in the committed teachers and princi-
pals who staff them,” said ACE’s Dr.
Tom Doyle, who led the sessions with
Caitlin Cameron of ACE.

“Their aspiration for excellence is
best served when they engage together
in sustained discussions about essential
issues and implement subsequent deci-
sions as professional teams,” he said.
“The purpose of the collaborative is to
facilitate these discussions and the deci-
sion-making that follows.”

The first task in the collaboration is
developing a new science curriculum,
and educators were soon immersed in
the new guidelines from the National
Research Council — a Framework for
K-12 Science Education Practices,
Crosscutting Concepts, and Core Ideas.

ACE focuses on four principles that
make an effective curriculum: teachers
participating in professional learning
communities; professional sharing; a
culture of continuous improvement;
and teachers utilizing a common,
research-based language and structure
for planning.

The new science curriculum is expect-
ed to take effect next fall. The long-term
goals of the collaboration are to develop
a curriculum for every subject.

The two-year collaboration between
ACE and local schools will involve two
week-long workshops for teachers and
principals, a one-day diocesan in-serv-
ice each semester, ongoing work at the
school level by teachers and principals,
additional support for diocesan admin-
istrators from ACE, and electronic col-
laboration among schools and ACE
throughout the school year.

The principals and teachers who
gathered in Hammonton will return to
their schools and share their work with
their colleagues.

“It’s very important that teachers
have a part (in this process), said Helen
Persing, principal of John Paul II
School in Stratford.

Pat DeMartino, principal of Bishop
Schad School in Vineland, called the

week “steps toward collaboration
among all the educators,” in developing
and strengthening the diocesan curricu-
lum.

The week was a good start in “mov-
ing our science (curriculum) to the next
level,” said Brian Wolf, a fifth and sixth
grade science teacher at St. Mary
School in Williamstown. He looks for-
ward to meeting with his fellow science
teachers at St. Mary’s and sharing what
he has learned. 

In addition to curriculum develop-
ment, educators also worked on depart-
mental goals and lesson plans.

“I feel a sense of accomplishment; we
worked hard,” said Debra Schumaker,
fourth and fifth grade science teacher at
Resurrection Catholic in Cherry Hill,
when the week was over.  

The change in curriculum, which
involves more activity-based learning,
she said, “is needed, and I’m excited.”

Mary Boyle, superintendent of
schools for the diocese, was
“impressed with the dedication of the
teachers, and their hard work. They
were positive, upbeat, and collaborat-
ed well with each other, and will con-
tinue to work together throughout the
year” in developing the science cur-
riculum.

On Friday, at the conclusion of their
week, Msgr. Roger McGrath, Vicar
General, celebrated Mass for the the
educators at St. Joseph Church, St.
Mary of Mt. Carmel Parish and chal-
lenged the participants to share the gifts
they learned throughout the week with
colleagues and students.

AUGUST 17, 2012 CATHOLIC STAR HERALD — S3

After entering the congregation of
the Sisters of St. Francis in
Philadelphia in 1949, Sister St. Eugene
Florio dedicated her life to
Catholic schools, serving for a
year in the Diocese of
Allentown, Pa., and 39 years
in the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia.

She is remembered by
South Jersey Catholics, how-
ever, as assistant superintendent
of schools in the Camden Diocese,
serving in that capacity from 1992-
2002.

Born Josephine Carmella
Fiorino in Philadelphia,
she received a bachelor’s

degree in education
from Villanova

University, and a
master’s degree
in elementary
education from

West Chester
State University,

before entering into
religious life.

Working primarily in elementary edu-
cation, she worked as a teacher, principal,

school supervisor and con-
sultant in Catholic schools.

Another love of hers was
music. A gifted musician,
she taught piano, directed
choir, and served as music
minister in the parishes she
served.

She was also the
Archdiocese of
Philadelphia’s representative
at the launching of Apollo
14, and worked with the

NASA Space Center, to have the space-
mobile visit area schools every year.

From 2003 until her death in 2004, at
the age of 72, she had served as an edu-
cational consultant to schools and edu-
cational facilities.

Sister St. Eugene also aided in the
organization of the National Catholic
Educational Association’s conventions
in Philadelphia (1998) and Atlantic City
(2002), was a former coordinator of the
Principals Association of Philadelphia,
and a member of the National
Association of Elementary School
Principals.
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Dr. Tom Doyle of the University of Notre Dame talks to elementary and secondary teachers and administrators Aug. 6 at
St. Joseph High School, Hammonton, the first day of a weeklong workshop on professional improvement and curriculum
development.

Work on new science curriculum begins

Sister St. Eugene, a life spent in education


