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CAMDEN — Kristin Prinn, execu-
tive director of the St. Joseph Pro-
Cathedral’s Ministry, “Lifting Up
Camden’s Youth” (LUCY) sits in the
basement of the Romero Center with
about a dozen volunteers — undergrad-
uates from St. Joseph’s University and
Rutgers University, as well as graduates
of the LUCY program — to review the
Thursday Youth Night agenda.

Youth Night is a mainstay for the
LUCY outreach program, each week
offering social interaction and guid-
ance. In a city where fewer than 40 per-
cent of public school students complete
high school and only 5 percent go on to
college, the LUCY Ministry is working
to offer the tools to become motivated
young adults with the vision and life
skills to make it to college and succeed. 

Prinn reviews the evening quickly as
the conversation and laughter from the
next room grows louder. Structure is
key. The evening will include a game of
Pictionary, tutoring, college preparation
instruction and a Halloween inspired
candy apple bar. Before that, the teens
will have a chance to meet a few new
volunteers with a game of 20
Questions.

The newest volunteer, an undergrad
at Rutgers-Camden fielded questions:

“How did you choose your college?”
“What is your major?”
“Why did you choose that major?”
Every teen in the room is hungry to

get into college. 
Out of more than 150 kids who regu-

larly attended LUCY programs last
year, all 31 of its seniors graduated
from high school, and all but one are
going on to college at schools including
Rutgers, Rowan, Widener, St. Peter’s,
Holy Family and Kean. The one gradu-
ate not moving on to college has enlist-
ed in the military. 

These 31 young people have over-
come hurdles like poverty, poor learn-
ing conditions and, in many cases, a dif-
ficult family life and the constant allure
of gang life and drugs. 

LUCY fills a need for youth between
the ages of 12 to 19 with educational,
social, spiritual and service-oriented
programming. LUCY offers education-
al programs that include SAT boot
camp classes, tutoring sessions, life
skill classes and interview skill classes. 

The programs focus not only on get-
ting into college but on life skills like
balancing a checkbook and financial
planning. These programs help keep
Camden youth in school as they discov-
er that obtaining a college degree is
possible.

LUCY helps young people with their
college search by assisting with appli-
cations, finding financial aid and schol-
arship opportunities and organizing
trips to local colleges and universities. 

Without LUCY’s support, most of
these students might never have the

chance to visit colleges or learn about
getting the financial help they need to
attend. In recent years, LUCY gradu-
ates have earned more than $2 million
in college tuition assistance.

It’s not all about the books. As a
licensed clinical social worker, Prinn
helps participants deal with the many
social and spiritual issues that come
up.

“These kids find themselves having
to grow up fast, helping to raise siblings
or dealing with an unstable household,
even navigating their way through a
school system that is not providing
them the education that every child
deserves, “ says Prinn. “Every one of

these kids, especially the boys, has to
resist the drug culture every single day.
They want the right to make good
choices in their lives and have proven
that they will make the right ones given
the opportunity.”

LUCY provides the youth with a
sanctuary to interact socially without
the lure of gang life, drugs or violence. 

Social programs include trips to
amusement parks, camping, days at a
local swim club or the Jersey shore and
sporting events. 

LUCY was selected to be a part of the
Philadelphia Phillies’ Romero’s
Rookies program. Youth attend Phillies
games and meet players. In 2008, they

were chosen to be featured as
“Charlie’s Angels” on the Charlie
Manuel Show and featured on that
evening’s news broadcast.

“The trips are the most popular part
of our programming,” says Prinn. “Of
course, they are fun and exciting, but
there is more to it than that. Going to a
ballgame or out to dinner reinforces the
main message we’re trying to give these
kids, that ‘there is more to life for you
than you may think.’ We want them to
experience the rewards that come from
their responsible decisions.”

And LUCY members do make
responsible decisions:

— 100 percent of seniors graduated
high school in the last four years. 

— During the 2011 school year, 70
percent made honor roll for at least one
semester.

— LUCY students have an average
daily attendance rate of 90 percent.

—  In the past four years, 75 percent
of eighth grade graduates have gone on
to attend a private or technical high
school.

The program attracts more youth than
it can serve.  LUCY needs more volun-
teers, a larger professional staff, larger
facilities and the funding that makes it
possible.

LUCY is part of St. Joseph Pro-
Cathedral’s Ministries. The mission of
the Ministries is to bring together
diverse communities of people, to pro-
vide economic and educational oppor-
tunities and transform the lives of the
people of Camden. Go to www.lucy-
outreach.org for more information on
getting involved. 

Program helps Camden youth prepare for college

LUCY volunteers tutor Camden teens at Youth Night.

LUCY (Lifting Up Camden’s Youth) teens build a community garden in north Camden during a day of service.The program,
based at St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral, East Camden, fills a need for youth between the ages of 12-19 with educational, social,
spiritual and service-oriented programming.



The Knights of Columbus, Cannon
Council 2607 recently hosted guest
speaker Martha Jordan, who is a mem-
ber of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic
University Students).  

FOCUS members consider them-
selves modern-day missionaries on col-
lege campuses.

The goal of the fellowship is to create
a Catholic culture on campus through
its missionaries, who are college gradu-
ates, usually two men and two women
per campus. They are trained in the
teachings of the church, Scripture and
practical aspects of ministry, such as
leadership and how to counsel college
students who come to them for help.

The missionaries organize Bible
study groups for students, spend time
each week being mentors to student
leaders, and set up prayer groups and
fun activities such as weekly football
games. Primarily, they offer friendship
and fellowship.

The fellowship started its first pilot
program in 1998 at Benedictine College
in Atchison, Kan. The FOCUS website
states that it has since grown from four
missionaries serving one campus to
more than 300 missionaries serving 74
campuses in 30 states across the nation.

The group has also seen 384 of its
members (299 men, 84 women) enter

into religious life with 41 men and nine
women making such a commitment in
2012 alone.

In addition to the teams on physical
campuses this year, FOCUS has
added a “digital campus” where a
team of four, based at the organiza-
tion’s national office, will offer mis-
sionary support to campuses that
don’t yet have a physical FOCUS
presence.

In 2012 the group launched a new
mobile application, FOCUS Equip, that
includes electronic Bible studies; how-
to articles on practical evangelization,
discipleship, and leading a Bible study;
and video and audio talks that can be
used for evangelization or personal for-
mation.

The fellowship urges its participants
to live a life of virtue and sacrifice.
Missionaries raise funds to support
themselves and are expected to give up
dating for a year to make themselves
fully available to the students they
serve.

Jordan, who serves at Boston
University, says “the future of the
church needs holy men and women.”

She explains her mission on her per-
sonal support page
(www.focusonline.org/goto/martha.jor-
dan”):

“‘Telitha cum!’ (Little girl, stand up),
was spoken by Our Lord Jesus Christ to
a little girl over 2,000 years ago, and yet
those words, spoken in Christ’s native
tongue of Aramaic, still give unending
life to those who choose to listen,” she
says. “This phrase, ‘Telitha cum,’

expresses what Our Lord is asking me
to do — to awaken the dead from their
sleep, and to do so not with gimmicks
or a false persona, but with the great
truth of who He is and who I am.”

For more information go to
www.focusonline.org
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Our Lady of Lourdes School of Nursing – Cooperative Program with Camden County College 
invites you to attend our 

Formal Information Session/Open House at 1600 Haddon Avenue, Camden NJ 08103 
on 

CAMDEN
COUNTY
COLLEGE

You can make it happen.

Interested in a Nursing Career?

Sunday, November 11, 2012
Sessions will be held at 1-2 PM and 2-3 PM

with a tour of school to follow.

(Directions to the school can be found on our website @ www.lourdesnursingschool.org.)
We offer a Diploma in Nursing/Associate in Science Degree. 

Low tuition, strong clinical practice.
Dual enrollment with Immaculata University’s RN to BSN program now available.        

Call to speak to the Coordinator of Enrollment Services
who will advise you regarding a nursing career.

For information call 856-757-3730

The FOCUS is on college students

Martha Jordan, a member of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University
Students), speaks to The Knights of Columbus, Cannon Council 2607.
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Rowan’s Newman president juggles
multiple responsibilities and classes

Sarah Gettings is good at a lot of
things. Sitting still is not one of them.

Good reason.
The 21-year-old senior chemical

engineering major at Rowan University
is not just hitting the books in an excep-
tionally demanding major. She’s also
leading the way on campus, serving as
president of both the Catholic Campus
Ministry (Newman Club) and
Engineers Without Borders Rowan
University.

A 2009 graduate of Paul VI High
School, Haddon Township, and resident
of Runnemede, Gettings started attend-
ing Mass at the Newman House as soon
as she came to campus, and she joined
the Newman Club the second semester
of her freshman year upon the urging of
residence hall mate Gemma Peebles.
“She brought me to meetings and activ-
ities in the beginning,” Gettings
recalled.

She stayed for other reasons. “The
people are a lot of fun. They are good
people. It’s a place everyone can come,”
said Gettings, who served as vice presi-
dent of the group last year.

The fifth of seven children of Steve
and Cathy Gettings, she labels herself
moderately conservative and a cradle
Catholic who is “still learning.” She
was an altar server at St. Teresa Parish
as a child and volunteered as a face
painter for its annual lawn festival.

At Newman, she said a team helps
lead the group. “We all kind of share
the responsibilities on the e-board,” she
said, including planning events and run-
ning meetings. “I guess I take a little
more of the lead role, but we all con-
tribute.”

Gettings, who has made friends at
Newman she expects to have for life,
said, “I feel like I have definitely
grown a lot here. You always have the
opportunity to learn about your faith.
It’s never a problem to ask anything,
and it’s really a good group of people.
You can grow and be yourself around

them. We’re all coming from a similar
place.”

Gettings has served as EWB presi-
dent since last spring. The Rowan EWB
teams volunteer in developing coun-
tries, including in Africa and Central
America, a few times a year, primarily
working on water and road projects.
Last year, Gettings led the team that
worked on Rowan’s ongoing water
efforts in El Salvador. Before that, she
served as the group’s representative to
Rowan’s Student Government
Association.

“Engineers Without Borders does
the kind of things I thought I wanted
to do,” Gettings said. “I was always
interested in service projects, like
when I was at Paul VI and we took
part in Urban Challenge in Camden.
I’ve always enjoyed service work and
felt like I wanted to do it. They never
had to twist my arm in high school to
get me to complete my service
hours.”

She has attended numerous national
EWB conferences around the country,
and her team presented at one in New
York City last fall on Rowan’s El
Salvador efforts.

Gettings also has been a member of
Rowan’s chapters of the Society of
Women Engineers and the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers.

Juggling the leadership of two cam-
pus organizations is work, Gettings
admitted. “I’d be in trouble if I didn’t
have such good people on my e-
boards. They know I’m president of
both of the organizations and they help
me keep track of things and get things
done.”

She’s happy with her responsibili-
ties. “I’ve been so blessed in my life to
have everything I have and the oppor-
tunities that I have, that I want to give
to other people in whatever way I can.
I feel like I’d be wasting my life, my
gifts, if I didn’t share with other peo-
ple,” she said.

Photo by James A. McBride

Sarah Gettings is president of both the Catholic Campus Ministry (Newman
Club) and Engineers Without Borders at Rowan University.

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS)
— It looked like a mini-United
Nations, but the attendees were wear-
ing shorts and T-shirts and, over coffee,
they talked about the birth of star clus-
ters rather than a ban on cluster bombs.
Also, the location wasn’t Manhattan or
Geneva, but a refurbished monastery
immersed in the papal gardens behind
the pope’s summer villa south of
Rome.

The 25 young men and women from
23 different countries brought together
this summer were future astronomers
and astrophysicists brought together by
the Vatican Observatory to spend the
month of June discussing “The

Formation and Evolution of Stellar
Clusters,” which are groups of stars
populating the galaxies.

Every other year, the Jesuit-run
observatory holds a monthlong sum-
mer school dedicated to a different area
of research in the astronomical sci-
ences, examining everything from
comets and meteorites to the nuclei of
galaxies.

The students this year were chosen
from 150 applicants from all over the
world. The Vatican organizers make
sure each group is as culturally and
geographically diverse as possible, with
an emphasis on accepting young people
from developing nations.

Vatican Observatory supports rising stars
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| CAREER-ORIENTED PROGRAMS – Traditional and fi ve-year accredited degree
programs offered in many of today’s top fi elds, including areas in Business, 
Education, Psychology, Criminal Justice and Mass Communications

| EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING – Dynamic curricula that offer research-based 
programs, meaningful internships and academic service-learning

| EDUCATION BEYOND THE CLASSROOM – Innovative programs, such 
as Environmental Sustainability, that use natural resources and 
“open space” as a living laboratory

| GARDEN-STYLE RESIDENTIAL LIVING – Apartment housing, 
adjacent to the campus, that affords students desirable, semi-
independent living and safe and spacious accommodations

For more information 
and to apply, visit :

www.stjohns.edu/statenisland 
or call (718) 390-4500

M1-7978/OMI

Join the more than 2,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students who have discovered the 
St. John’s Staten Island campus. 

The beautiful, suburban Staten Island campus offers outstanding resources and 

programs taught by a scholarly and practice-oriented faculty at St. John’s University.

Cross the Bridge to Success and Discover 
a World-Class Education at St. John’s!

staten island
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By Daniel Linskey
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Earthquakes,
oppression, floods and famine are just
some of the targets of an initiative to
educate undergraduates at Jesuit-run
universities about the humanitarian
crises such disasters cause.

The initiative is the Jesuit
Universities Humanitarian Action
Network, or JUHAN, formed as a result
of discussions among Jesuits about stu-
dents’ enthusiasm for humanitarian
efforts but also the recognition such
enthusiasm needed direction.

They wanted to create a curriculum to
prepare undergraduates for either a
career in humanitarian work or “to ful-
fill everyday civic responsibilities.”

“We felt that young people’s passion
for helping people wasn’t being well-
channeled. They would raise money to
buy blankets or something and send
them down to a crisis center, but it was
an unsophisticated approach,” Jesuit
Father Rick Ryscavage told Catholic
News Service in a telephone interview.

Father Ryscavage is director of
Fairfield University’s Center for Faith
and Public Life, where JUHAN held its
third biennial conference June 12-15,
bringing together faculty, staff, students
and humanitarian workers from
Catholic Relief Services, Save the
Children and other agencies.

The conference is an attempt to
organize humanitarian education in
Jesuit schools worldwide through an
integrated curriculum; courses offered
depend on the individual strengths of
the professors who teach them.

“There are some broad classes like non-
profit organization studies of nongovern-
mental organizations,” Father Ryscavage
said. “Then there are others that are much
more focused, like a class on sexual vio-
lence. It studies more the dynamics of
women being targets in war.”

The priest believes each discipline
has its purpose in humanitarian studies.
“Engineering is critical to humanitarian
work, but not many engineers consider
that type of career. Engineers are cru-
cial when responding to earthquakes,”
he explained.

Humanitarian work also has a need
for students interested in business.

“I think business is necessary,
because whenever there is a big emer-
gency, there is money involved,” said
Father Ryscavage. “We need people
who are good with accounting and
budgeting to manage how humanitarian
aid is spent.”

The humanities department also has
its place in the initiative’s curriculum.
Father Ryscavage said, “Sometimes fic-
tion is the best way to teach students.
Just giving statistics doesn’t penetrate
students’ hearts the same way reading
the memoir of a crisis survivor can.”

One Fairfield University student
attending the conference, Sara Hoegen,
talked about a course she took on
Etruscan and Roman art and archaeology.

“It dealt with issues of human slavery
and human trafficking. It was interest-
ing to see how these problems began,”
Hoegen told CNS. She became
involved in JUHAN initiative after the
Haiti earthquake directly affected fami-
ly friends.

Courses take an interdisciplinary
approach to humanitarian work,
according to Father Ryscavage.

“We combined those classes with
field trips to get out and see the devas-
tation of tornadoes in Joplin (Mo.),
earthquakes in Nicaragua, or the hurri-
cane in New Orleans.”

The initiative recently received a
$300,000 grant from the Teagle
Foundation to do a methodology to
codify learning objectives for an assess-
ment.

“We managed to pull it off, and we’ve
been very happy. Now our task is really

to make the whole model more global,”
Father Ryscavage said.

The theme of the conference this year
at Fairfield was Global Perspectives on
Humanitarian Action.” One goal of the
conference was for student participants
to develop a strategy for a humanitarian
curriculum to take back to their cam-
puses.

Fairfield University, Fordham
University and Georgetown University
have already adopted the network’s
model.

One French student attending the
conference from Beirut, Alexandre
Khouri, said he had gotten involved in
the initiative through a Jesuit professor.
He has since worked as an intermediary
between Iraqi refugees and the police

and military. The feedback, he said, has
been encouraging.

“A country like India has conflicts
and economic and political problems,
so they have humanitarian issues that
need to be taken care of in a targeted
local school,” he told CNS. “A
Philippines Jesuit university will be
represented, and their country often
faces environmental problems and con-
flicts between Muslims in the south and
Christians in the north.”

One speaker at the conference was
Evelyn Ello Hart, an Ivory Coast immi-
grant and a doctoral student at Gonzaga
University in Spokane, Wash., who had
been helping refugees relocate to the
U.S. from Kenya, Sudan and Syria.

“They don’t have access to education
or health care, and are not allowed to
leave the camp,” said Ello Hart. “Hayat
Muhammad was just resettled into the
U.S. after 22 years in a temporary
camp. How is Hayat going to have
money to pay for community college
classes? How can we empower Hayat?”

Ello Hart has been working with
Jesuit Commons, a group of individu-
als, schools and institutions that help
people on the margins, like Hayat.

She emphasized one Jesuit maxim —
“men and women for others” — as a
reason for her work.

The Jesuit Universities Humanitarian
Action Network was created with hopes
that it would encourage students to pur-
sue humanitarian work beyond college.
Hoegen is one example of the pro-
gram’s success.

“Next year I will be serving as an
Augustinian volunteer where I will be
organizing service projects in the Los
Angeles (Arch)diocese,” she said.
“After that I plan to get my master’s in
nonprofit management.”

Echoing Ello Hart, Hoegen said,
“‘Men and women for others’ is a key
Jesuit value. It is social justice through
education.”

Educating undergraduates about humanitarian crises

CNS photo/Nick Lacey

Students listen during recent round-
table discussions at the Jesuit
Universities Humanitarian Action
Network’s conference at Fairfield
University in Connecticut. The network,
known as JUHAN, aims to educate
undergraduates at Jesuit institutions
about humanitarian crises around the
world and to channel young people’s
passion for helping others.

Participants in Georgian Court
University’s graduate theology pro-
gram come from all walks of life, rep-
resenting a patchwork of different
undergraduate degrees and myriad
experiences in ministry, the corporate
world, and Catholic education. Yet, no
matter their motivation for earning a
Georgian Court master’s degree in the-
ology through the Diocese of Camden,
there are two things they always have
in common.

“They have a love for the church
and a desire to serve others,” says Dr.
Johann M. Vento, a GCU associate
professor of Theology/Religious
Studies. Vento is chair of the depart-

ment and oversees Georgian Court’s
partnership with the Diocese of
Camden’s Lay Formation Program. 

“Some of our students are in volun-
teer ministries, some work profession-
ally, some work part-time or fulltime
in parish ministry, and others are
teachers or administrators in Catholic
schools,” she says, describing partici-
pants in the 30-credit sequence. She
and other GCU faculty who teach in
the graduate program also see those
who are at a professional crossroads
and want to make a career shift.

Courses within the M.A. in theology
program—which focuses on pastoral
ministry—are taught at St. Pius X in

Blackwood and St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton in Absecon. The classes cover a
range of topics in areas like biblical
studies, pastoral ministry and system-
atic theology, and are mostly class-
room-based. There are also a few
hybrid courses which are taught par-
tially in-person and partially online
and a few solely online courses.

Participants earn a graduate degree
that provides them with a solid
grounding in theology and general
principles about parish ministry. GCU
also works with the Diocese of
Camden and the Center for Ministry
Development to offer a youth ministry
track within the M.A. in theology.

Students can take advantage of a dis-
counted tuition offer that is supported
by Georgian Court, the diocese and
individual parishes. Those who are
tentative about becoming fully
enrolled can take courses on a non-
matriculating basis—they pay for
classes and earn credits, but don’t have
to commit to the full degree program
until they are ready. 

For information about the M.A. in
Theology offered through the Diocese
of Camden’s Lay Formation Program,
call Dr. Vento, 732-987-2381 or e-mail
her, ventoj@georgian.edu. More infor-
mation about Georgian Court is at
www.georgian.edu.

GCU in partnership with diocese for master’s in theology
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www.pct.edu

Penn College® is a special mission 
affiliate of Penn State, committed to 

applied technology education.

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 28

Choose from more than 100 career areas.

degrees that work.®

> Nationally recognized programs
> Development of global students
> Inspiring people
> Personalized attention and small

class sizes
> Affordability: low tuition and 90% of

students receive financial aid
> Catholic and Dominican values
> Community service
> Vibrant campus life
> A safe, secure, and beautiful campus
> Located in one of the best towns in NJ
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to choose
Caldwell College

Join us at our next admissions event:
UNDERGRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
NOVEMBER 17 • 11:00 AM

TRANSFER DECISION DAYS
DECEMBER 11, 12, 13 • 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

ADULT UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE
INFORMATION SESSIONS
NOVEMBER 15 • 6:30 PM
DECEMBER 15 • 10:00 AM

RSVP caldwell.edu

Among the majors at Caldwell College you’ll find nationally accredited programs
in Business, Education, Counseling, Nursing and Art Therapy. Choose from 27
undergraduate majors with partner programs in pre-med and dual degree options
and 23 graduate programs including a Ph.D. in Applied Behavior Analysis.

120 Bloomfield Avenue • Caldwell, NJ 07006
973-618-3000 • caldwell.edu

Campus initiative: Interfaith discussions, service projects
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Aamir Hussain, a
Muslim student at Georgetown
University in Washington, gets the
importance of interfaith work.

During a symposium at a chapel on
campus, Hussain said he enjoyed work-
ing side by side with students of differ-
ent faiths in service projects and partic-
ipating in round-table discussions with
them. He also said the experience had
the unexpected bonus of strengthening
his own faith.

“I will continue to pursue these
works,” he said at the April 25 gather-
ing, adding that he has “grown as a
Muslim in this experience.”

The sophomore government major
was one of a few dozen students attend-
ing a ceremony marking the end of the
university’s participation in a national
project called the President’s Interfaith
and Community Service Campus
Challenge.

The initiative is sponsored by
President Barack Obama and the White
House Office of Faith-Based and
Neighborhood Partnerships through the
U.S. Department of Education. It invit-
ed universities to develop one-year pro-
grams where students worked with

local religious groups and other organi-
zations to tackle specific community
challenges.

About 25 Catholic colleges and uni-
versities were among nearly 300 partic-
ipating colleges. This summer the
White House will honor the exemplary
programs in the initiative.

“As a Catholic and Jesuit university,
the pursuit of interfaith understanding
is deeply rooted in Georgetown’s tradi-
tion,” said Georgetown President John
DeGioia during the ceremony. “This
year President Obama’s challenge has
given us the opportunity to renew and
strengthen our commitment to this
essential aspect of our mission.”

The small number of participants at
the final gathering may have been
indicative of the work that still needs to
be done on the interfaith front, but lead-
ers urged students not to be discouraged
and to maintain their passion for the
venture.

Keynote speaker Eboo Patel told the
students not to think there are “too few
involved” but instead to challenge the
participants who are involved to
“spread the message” of the importance
of interfaith efforts.

“Be thrilled to preach to the choir,”
said Patel, who is founder and president
of Interfaith Youth Core, a Chicago-

based organization that works with col-
lege campuses on religious diversity
issues. He called on the students to be
leaders in the movement to break down
barriers of religious intolerance and
prejudice.

“If you’re not going to do it, who is?”
he asked.

Patel said the work they have already
been doing “gives us all hope.”

“It is inspiring to come to a campus
that is continuing to model what inter-
faith cooperation can and should look
like,” he added.

One interfaith effort this year at
Georgetown even went a step above
involving its own students by involving
a rival school in a cause. The university
partnered with Syracuse University in
New York to raise money and collect
canned foods for a local food bank
when the two played against each other
at Georgetown.

Student organizers spoke during half-
time at the Feb. 8 game and spoke about
how their faith motivated their involve-
ment in the Can it! effort, which col-
lected more than 2,500 cans of food and
raised awareness about hunger.

Hussain, the university’s student
interfaith council president, wrote in the
student newspaper that the goal of the
food drive was to “increase awareness

and mobilize support for the fight
against hunger by harnessing each uni-
versity’s enthusiasm for both basketball
and community service.”

“By integrating their passions for
social justice into the much-anticipated
basketball game members of both uni-
versities want to show the nation that
they are, truly, better together,” Hussain
wrote. “Georgetown and Syracuse,
while starkly different universities in
many other respects, are united by their
commitment to interfaith dialogue and
community service.”

Other colleges in the President’s
Interfaith and Community Service
Campus Challenge and their efforts
included: Vincentian-run DePaul
University in Chicago and its yearlong
community service project to address
violence against young people, and
Dominican University, just outside
Chicago, and its work with refugee
families.

DePaul University, working with the
Chicago Public Schools Service
Learning Office and other community
groups, sponsored a peace rally and a
symposium to bring together local
community leaders and organizations
along with families who experienced
the loss of loved ones because of vio-
lence.
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By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON  — When one thinks
of Catholic colleges and universities,
one typically imagines an institution
with a strong liberal arts base and bach-
elor’s and advanced degrees in white-
collar professions.

While that remains the case, a few
Catholic colleges are looking at the
stagnant economy and how they can
respond to it. These schools have adapt-
ed their course offerings to include pro-
grams for careers not commonly associ-
ated with Catholic higher education.

At Trocaire College in Buffalo, N.Y.,
students can study massage therapy and
hospitality management, among other
subjects.

“We’re a Sisters of Mercy college.
Their mission is to give them (students)
education for employment,” said Mike
LaFever, Trocaire’s dean of enrollment
management. “Our programs are meas-
ured not only to graduate people on time
but to give people employment opportu-
nities in the curriculum they studied for.”

What’s more, students shouldn’t have
to leave western New York to find a job
in their chosen field, LaFever told
Catholic News Service.

“We see jobs in the Buffalo region
and what they pay and what it costs to
live in Buffalo,” he said. In some cases,
Trocaire has closed programs, he said,
when school officials found that the
training wasn’t getting graduates jobs
that paid a decent salary.

One example was an early childhood
program. “We discovered they were
getting jobs that were paying eight or
nine dollars an hour,” LaFever said.
“That just doesn’t equate when you’re
paying private-school tuition,” which at
Trocaire is $7,500 a semester. The

school also closed its business program
because it “just wasn’t preparing stu-
dents for the marketplace,” he noted.

So Trocaire, originally a two-year
college, determined it should offer four-
year degrees after conducting market
surveys. It also decided to shift its
course offerings to the health sciences.

“That is a big employment market in
the Buffalo area,” LaFever said.

Monique Jarvis of Kenmore, N.Y., a
Buffalo suburb, graduated from
Trocaire’s massage therapy program.
Jarvis was a community college student
when she needed massage therapy after
an automobile accident.

After receiving her own therapy, “it
seemed like something I could do,”
Jarvis said, noting there were three
schools from which she could choose.
“Trocaire was a little more pricey for
the education, but it had more of a med-
ical massage atmosphere.”

Upon getting her degree, “I worked
for a few different places and it wasn’t
the type of atmosphere I wanted to be
in,” Jarvis told CNS. “They were day
spas and they were more into luxury
and relaxing. I wanted that, but I want-
ed to have something more, like for
people who had fibromyalgia.”

She put up her own shingle on a small
shop close to Trocaire. “After six
months, I had to get a bigger location. I
got a second therapist.” She found the
current building in Kenmore for her
business, The Massage Suite & Spa, in
2008 and purchased it with her hus-
band’s help. She now has seven mas-
sage therapists under contract and three
other employees as well.

At the Ursuline-run College of New
Rochelle, which has campuses through-
out the New York metropolitan area —
including at a union hall — school offi-
cials received a $250,000 New York

state grant to offer scholarships to eco-
nomically disadvantaged students who
lack a high school diploma or its GED
equivalent.

Under tighter federal criteria, stu-
dents who lack a diploma or GED can-
not get federal Pell grants that would
help them access postsecondary educa-
tion.

The College of New Rochelle esti-
mates that it can help 45 students with
the state grant.

The money, which comes from the
federal Department of Education but is
administered by the state, will be used
to help those students acquire 24 core
college credits to needed for a GED,
which in turn would enable them to
qualify for Pell Grants.

Although Catholic higher education
is generally more expensive than their
publicly funded counterparts, Census
Bureau statistics show that overall earn-
ings for college graduates are nearly
twice that of those with high school
diplomas — $51,206 a year versus
$27,915 a year for a high school gradu-
ate. Over the course of a lifetime, the
difference in earnings could exceed $1
million.

The College of New Rochelle offers
classes mornings, afternoons and
evenings. While part of the college is
still a women-only institution, three
schools — including the School of New
Resources, which obtained the grant —
admit both women and men.

A Benedictine-run school, the
College of St. Scholastica in Duluth,
Minn., has satellite campuses through-
out the more populous southern part of
the state, including Minneapolis, St.
Paul and Rochester, to make education
more accessible to working adults.

“There was a decision made at the
school 10 years ago to try to diversify

more,” said Kurt Linberg, dean of the
college’s school of business and tech-
nology. “That meant reaching out and
trying to fulfill the needs of working
adults at our extended campuses.”

From the college’s research, school
officials learned that students are
“working as well to offset the tuition
cost. They’re doing paid internships or
they’re working side jobs. So in some
respects, they’re really starting to value
not only the only the liberal arts but the
professional skills we teach.” Tuition is
$900 per credit hour, although St.
Scholastica has discounts, such as 18
credits for the price of 14.

The college is assessing the signs of
the economic times and introducing
new degree programs in response.

“Health care administration is one,
but also in our marketing area we’re
hearing from employers that marketing
students have to do more than the cre-
ative piece, so we’ve launched a new
program in marking analytics,” Linberg
said.

In his three years at St. Scholastica,
Linberg said he has seen “a mix” of
both working students establishing
themselves in a career, and students
starting new careers.

In some cases where they had been
getting by with a high school education,
and “now they need to have that bache-
lor’s degree,” he added. And for those
employed with a bachelor’s, according
to Linberg, “that master’s degree fur-
ther differentiate employees.”

In a course Linberg teaches for man-
agement majors, “if I have 30 students
in my class, half are working in paid
jobs, probably as much as 20 hours a
week. These are students that are
expecting very relevant courses and
good instruction, and they’re busy peo-
ple like you and I.”

Training students for jobs in tough economy

The Spiritual Direction Program at
Neumann University welcomes expe-
rienced and new directors into a learn-
ing community to practice the art of
spiritual companioning.

“If you find yourself in serious and
spiritual conversations — in formal or
informal settings — then you may be
experiencing a call to become a spiri-
tual director,” the school’s literature
states. “If others are seeking you out
for support, guidance and understand-
ing as they follow the lead of God’s
Spirit, then you could benefit by com-
ing into the Spiritual Direction
Program at Neumann University. As
an adult learning community, we chal-
lenge, support and encourage one
another as we journey in faith.”

The school defines spiritual direc-
tion as “a conversation in which one
person assists another to recognize
and respond to God’s presence and
action. Our dedicated and experienced
faculty can assist you in describing,
interpreting and evaluating your own
experience so you can guide others
through the same process.”

All facets of the program focus on
ecumenical and interfaith spiritual
ministry.

The Certificate in Spiritual
Direction will serve to spiritually
enhance those ministering in hospice
work, campus ministry, youth min-
istry, retreat ministry, those called to
provide one-on-one spiritual direction
and those in positions of lay leader-

ship and spiritual formation. 
The course is designed to train and

supervise persons called to a ministry
of spiritual direction in which one per-
son helps another to recognize and
integrate God’s presence and direction
in every aspect of life. 

All course work and experience
focuses on the integration of spiritual
and psychological growth, with spe-
cific attention to faith development. 

“The curriculum is coordinated to
attend to the expressions of contem-
plative love in spiritual direction and
supervision relationships,” the school
advertises. 

The required courses have been
designed to support the program’s
focus of attending to signs of contem-

plative love through spiritual direc-
tion. Classes are intended to integrate
spirituality, developmental psycholo-
gy, case studies, and the actual experi-
ence of spiritual direction, while bal-
ancing the theory and practice of spir-
itual direction. 

An emphasis will be placed on artic-
ulating one’s theology of spiritual
growth and psychology of human
development. Franciscan, Ignatian,
Carmelite, and Salesian traditions will
be explored. Students are invited to
describe and demonstrate how one
particular spiritual tradition — for
example, Catholic, Anglican or
Protestant — shapes or challenges
their experience in the ministry of
spiritual direction.

The Spiritual Direction Program at Neumann University


