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By Peter G. Sánchez

Glassboro — Here on a Sunday
evening at Rowan University’s Boyd
Auditorium, Bishop Dennis Sullivan
celebrated Mass for the campus’ young
adult community and capped off the
night with a question-and-answer dis-
cussion with them.

Fifty young adults were in attendance
for the Sept. 29 liturgy, organized by
Rowan University’s Catholic Campus
Ministry.

In his homily, Bishop Sullivan spoke
of the life of Dr. Albert Schweitzer,
who was born into a wealthy family,
earned a reputation as a distinguished
philospher and theologian at an early
age, and was an accomplished musi-
cian.

At the age of 30, deciding he want-
ed to serve where the need was great-
est, he made the decision to study
medicine and lived the rest of his life
as a physician in Africa. 

He won the 1952 Nobel Peace
Prize.

When asked why he gave up such a
decorated life to help the needy in
Africa, Schweitzer referred to the
Gospel story of the rich man and
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31, also the
evening’s Gospel), in which the rich
man, who refused to help the beggar
Lazarus, found himself “in Hades,
where he was in torment,” as Lazarus
rested in heaven.

“Who are the Lazaruses in our com-
munity?” Bishop Sullivan asked the
young adults.  

“Jesus calls us to hold in our hearts
the Lazaruses of the world, and not
throw them crumbs,” he added.

In a relaxed question-and-answer
session with the students, Bishop
spoke candidly with the students,
speaking of schoolwork (“when you
commit yourself to work, you find
comfort, strength and opportunities to
grow in the love of the Lord.”), and his
favorite books (“Wuthering Heights”
by Emily Bronte, “Ivanhoe” by Sir
Walter Scott and “Kon Tiki” by Thor
Heyerdahl).

Matthew Bratsch, a Rowan senior
and president of the Catholic Campus
Ministry, which is a ministry of St.
Bridget Parish in Glassboro, said, “For
Bishop to come celebrate with us, (a
ministry) that’s definitely trying to
grow within the community, we could-
n’t be happier.”

“Bishop Sullivan has definitely made
youth and young adults a priority since
he arrived in the Diocese of Camden,”
said Father Robert Sinatra, campus
ministry chaplain for the Catholic
Campus Ministry.

“The students and members of
Catholic Campus Ministry truly appre-
ciated the fact that their bishop came to
be with them and pray with them,” he
said. “Afterward, Bishop Sullivan was
gracious enough to spend some time
with some of our students. The interac-
tion between the bishop and the stu-
dents was so cordial and relaxed. You
could tell that the students really loved
getting to know their bishop and that
their bishop really loved getting to
know them.”

Photo by James A. McBride

Bishop Dennis Sullivan gave the invocation before close to 900 people when Rowan University, Glassboro, held the inauguration of its seventh president,
Dr. Ali A. Houshmand, in September.

Inauguration of Rowan president

Bishop takes questions from Rowan students

In his homily at Mass with students
of Rowan University, Sept. 29,
Bishop Dennis Sullivan talked about
Albert Schweitzer (above), who
gave up his work as a scholar and
musician to work as a medical mis-
sionary in Africa.
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Find out how you can be nominated 
for a $3,000 Parish Scholarship!

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

R E A S O N .  F A I T H .  S E R V I C E .

Attend Catholic University’s 

OPEN HOUSES
October 13, 2013 • November 10, 2013 • January 26, 2014

10:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

This is your chance to experience Catholic University’s strong, values-based education 
and get the answers you need on important topics such as academic programs, 

scholarships, financial aid, and studying in Washington, D.C.

Interested in Architecture, Business and Economics, Engineering,
Music, Nursing, or Social Work?

Attend one of our academic focus programs on Friday, November 8, 2013.

Let us know you’re coming! 
Register online at admissions.cua.edu/visit.

Interviews must be pre-scheduled by calling 800-673-2772.

The Catholic University of America admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin, sex, age, or disability. 
To request accommodations for individuals with disabilities, please call 202-319-5305.

cua.edu

Hopeworks ‘N Camden, a nonprofit
youth training and development organ-
ization located on State Street in North
Camden, has helped many trainees
earn GEDs and attend college.
Following are testimonies from two
current Hopeworks trainees.

By Franky Matos

I came to Hopeworks ‘N Camden in
December of 2012. I
dropped out of high
school and earned my
GED before coming to
Hopeworks. When I
joined the program, the
Academic Success
Department set me up
with volunteers who
helped me with my read-
ing, writing and math.
These tutoring sessions
prepared me to be able to
take the placement test at
Camden County College. 

This past summer, I
took my first college class, which was
Community Corrections. In that class,
I had a lot of work which was hard for
me. It was difficult to manage my time
between school, work, and CRIB life. 

CRIB (The Community Responding
in Belief) is a residential community

for college students who have earned a
job at Hopeworks, or college students
who demonstrate responsibility in the
workforce, and are also pursuing a
degree at an accredited college or uni-
versity.

Hopeworks’ Formation Department
helped me with my time management
and I could also talk with Dannyelle
Austin, who is the academic success
director, to help me organize my work-

load. 
I was most nervous

about the final that I had
for my community correc-
tions. I do not like public
speaking very much and
we were told we needed
to do an oral presentation
in order to pass the class.
As my final was coming
up, I began to work on a
Powerpoint with Danyelle
and Annie, a CRIB staff,
who helped me alot in
creating a dynamic pres-
entation. I reviewed the

Powerpoint with a few of the literacy
volunteers at Hopeworks and used their
feedback to make edits to the presenta-
tion. The final hurdle was practicing
the presentation. 

My family at Hopeworks, which
included staff, volunteers and other

youth, participated in a mock presenta-
tion and gave me great ideas of how to
ace the real thing. With the help of
Hopeworks, I earned an A in the class
and am now in my second college
semester.  

By Krystle Cook

I am new to the Hopeworks CRIB,
but have been connected to
Hopeworks for a few
years. Hopeworks has
helped me a lot. If I had
not heard of Hopeworks, I
would not be in college
right now. Not saying that
I did not plan on going to
college, but that
Hopeworks was my path
to college. 

I received my high
school diploma from
Girard College in 2011. I
wanted to attend college,
but I did not know where
to even begin in the
process. When I got to Hopeworks, I
had my first meeting with Patrick
Keenan, the formation director at the
time. I told him my story about being
at Girard and graduating and how I
was not in college because I did not
know how to start. It was then that we

started the whole college process. I
filed my FAFSA, applied to Camden
County College, and took my place-
ment test all within about two weeks. 

I got accepted, registered for classes,
and received my Camden County
College student identification card. A
week later, I learned that I had just made
the deadline for registration and was
starting my first semester. 

Thinking back on this experience, I
realize how much dedica-
tion and hard work was
required. I am forever
thankful for Hopeworks
and the support I have
received. Everything I
have learned in my life, I
have made better by tak-
ing the skills I have
learned at Hopeworks and
working everything
together. I am more
resilient and meticulous
than I was before.
Hopeworks provides
many opportunities for

every individual that walks through the
doors. It’s a matter of accepting the
challenges that you have to face while
pursuing your dream!

To learn more about Hopeworks ‘N
Camden  go to www.hopeworks.org

Hopeworks: helping young people get to college

FRANKY MATOS KRYSTLE COOK



Dr. Carol Rittner, who is a nun and
Distinguished Professor of Holocaust and
Genocide Studies at The Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey’s School of General
Studies, is executive producer of a docu-
mentary, “Sisters,” set to air on PBS stations
later this year.

The one-hour documentary takes the audi-
ence into the lives of five American nuns,
exploring the deepest hopes and yearnings
of the human spirit, the risks and rewards of
having a generous heart.

The film will be shown in the Stockton
Campus Center Theatre on Monday, Oct. 21
from 6 to 7:30 p.m., with a discussion fol-
lowing the screening with Dr. Rittner and Dr.
Deirdre Mullan, both members of the Sisters
of Mercy. Dr. Mullan appears in the film. 

The event is free and open to the public.
“American nuns — Sisters — are, in my

view, the most well educated, competent,
committed and savvy members of the
Catholic Church in the United States and
beyond,” said Dr. Rittner.

“They built the Catholic school system in
the USA, educating millions of men and
women, established the Catholic hospitals in
this country, and served the underserved and
marginalized in this country long before the
present pope, Francis I — and I like him
very much — thought about reminding the
hierarchy of the Catholic Church that this is
where we should be serving all God’s peo-
ple,” Rittner continued. 

“There may be fewer nuns today, but we
are just as energetic and committed as we
ever were.”

“Sisters” cost about $400,000 — and it
took Dr. Rittner three years to raise the
funds. The film was directed and produced
by three-time Emmy winner and Academy
Award nominee Robert Gardner, of Robert
Gardner Films, Baltimore. 

“My colleagues at Stockton College have
been wonderfully supportive of my efforts
to raise the money — a little more than
$400,000 — to make the film, and they have
been personally encouraging of me in trying
to tell the story of women who have com-
mitted their lives to serving the poor, sick,
uneducated and undereducated in this
world,” said Dr. Rittner.

Dr. Rittner was executive producer of
“The Courage to Care,” a 1986 Academy
Award-nominated documentary film about
non-Jews who rescued Jews during the
Holocaust, and “Triumph of Memory”
(1987), a documentary film about non-Jews
who survived Nazi concentration camps
during WW II and the Holocaust. 

Dr. Rittner is also the Dr. Marsha Raticoff
Grossman Professor of Holocaust Studies
and author or editor of 16 books and numer-
ous essays in various scholarly and educa-
tional journals about the Holocaust and other
genocides of the 20th and 21st centuries. Her
most recent book is: “Rape as a Weapon of
War & Genocide,” published in 2012.
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Stockton professor produces documentary on nuns

Sister Carol Rittner, Distinguished Professor of Holocaust and
Genocide Studies at The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey’s
School of General Studies, is executive producer of a documentary,
“Sisters,” set to air on PBS stations later this year.
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Grow Close. Go Far. 

One Neumann Drive | Aston, PA 19014-1298

Open House
Sunday, October 27, 2013  
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
To register, call 610.558.5616 
or visit neumann.edu 

Woo-hoo!
Victoria is a very happy 2013 graduate. 

waiting for her when she graduated.

A UNIQUELY 
 PERSONAL 
 EXPERIENCE

Students assessing their career aspi-
rations are urged to visit Pennsylvania
College of Technology, a special mis-
sion affiliate of The Pennsylvania State
University in Williamsport, during an
Oct. 27 Open House.

The event offers a convenient and
comprehensive opportunity for
prospective students, families and
friends to explore the college’s varied
“degrees that work.” To register, visit
www.pct.edu/openhouse.

Penn College’s hands-on approach
offers the latest technology in class-
rooms, laboratories, the Madigan Library
and study areas. Courses are taught by
faculty – some of them alumni – and
often with relevant work experience.
Small classes ensure individualized
attention, and free tutoring is available.

Students may choose two- or four-
year degrees; many associate
degrees lead into the college’s bac-
calaureate programs. Nearly 80 per-
cent of students receive financial aid,
and scholarships are widely avail-
able.

Fall open house to showcase Penn
College’s ‘degrees that work’
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Georgian Court University

FALL OPEN HOUSE
at 10:00 AM 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

Elliott Driving School, LLC.
609-822-7100

STATE LICENSE # DRS-000205

• Please call Jim after 5PM at 856-297-6176
• 6 hours Behind the Wheel 

(with certificate for insurance discount)
• Written tests 
• Road test instruction and car rentals. 
• Hourly refresher courses.
• We pick you up and drop you off.

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Avid readers of U.S.
News & World Report’s annual rankings of colleges
and universities will find the names of dozens of
Catholic schools on their lists.

The University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind.,
is the top-ranked national university on the list, plac-
ing 18th in the magazine’s annual survey. Georgetown
University in Washington was close behind in a three-
way tie for the 20th spot, and Boston College placed
31st.

Catholic schools swept the top three spots in U.S.
News’ regional rankings in the North region, with
Villanova University in Pennsylvania taking first
place, Providence College in Rhode Island in the sec-
ond spot, and Fairfield University in Connecticut fin-
ishing third.

In the region’s top 10, Loyola University
Maryland was ranked sixth; the University of
Scranton in Pennsylvania tied for eighth. Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., was 10th; now an
independent college, it was founded by the Marist
Brothers.

In the Midwest, Creighton University in Omaha,
Neb., topped the list. Two other Catholic schools fin-
ished in the top 10: Xavier University, Cincinnati, was
fourth, and John Carroll University in University
Heights, Ohio, was seventh.

Catholic schools finished second, third and fourth in
the West region of U.S. News’ rankings. In order, they
were Santa Clara University in California, Loyola
Marymount University in Los Angeles, and Gonzaga
University in Spokane, Wash. Seattle University took

sixth place in the ratings, and the University of
Portland, Ore., finished eighth.

Loyola University New Orleans tied for ninth place
in U.S. News’ ranking of schools in the South.

Among liberal arts colleges ranked nationally, the
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., was
the highest-ranked Catholic school, in a five-way tie
for 25th.

Other Catholic universities ranked among national
colleges were Marquette University in Milwaukee, in
a seven-way tie for 75th place; Loyola University
Chicago and St. Louis University, in an eight-way tie
for 101st place; University of Dayton in Ohio and
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., in a five-
way tie for 112nd place; Catholic University of
America in Washington, DePaul University in
Chicago and Duquesne University in Pittsburgh,
among seven schools tied for 121st place; and Seton
Hall University in South Orange, N.J., in a seven-way
tie for 128th place.

A Seton Hall press release Sept. 10 pointed out that
the university’s standing in U.S. News’ rankings had
risen for the fourth straight year, and that it was also
ranked in the magazine’s top 100 “A-Plus Schools for
B Students” — students “trapped in the GPA of a B
student” and whose “heart is set on a great college.”

The Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities
likewise noted in a Sept. 10 press release that all 28 of
its member schools had been ranked in U.S. News,
including Wheeling Jesuit College in West Virginia,
which was rated sixth of 118 regional colleges in the
South.

Editor’s Note: The full list of university and college
rankings can be found at http://colleges.usnews.rank-
ingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/rankings.

U.S. News top ranked Catholic schools

CNS photo/Sam Lucero, The Compass

Visitors to the University of Notre Dame take photos
of the “God, Country, Notre Dame” motto engraved
into the stone above the east doors at the Basilica
of the Sacred Heart in Indiana. 
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Acknowledged for
• Engaged students
• Great teaching
• Vibrant community
• Successful outcomes

120 Bloomfield Avenue • Caldwell, NJ 07006
973-618-3000 • caldwell.edu

Recognized as a 
“Catholic College with 

High Starting Salary” by

AffordableCollegesOnline.com

#1
REASON

to choose
Caldwell College 

Ranked as a Tier I institution by U.S. News & World
Report Best Colleges 2014, Caldwell College
offers nationally accredited programs in Business,
Education, Counseling, Nursing and Art Therapy.
Choose from 25 undergraduate majors with
partner programs in pre-med and health science
options and 27 graduate programs including a
Ph.D. in Applied Behavior Analysis.

Join us at an open house 

OCTOBER 19 • 11:00 A.M.
NOVEMBER 23 • 11:00 A.M.

RSVP caldwell.edu

A world-wide religious 
community serving on five 
continents; born 223 years 
ago in France amidst chaos, 
transition and revolution. 
 
The same spirit of hope 

h e a r t s  c o n t i n u e s  t o 
impassion our hearts today 
amidst chaos, transition and 
revolution in the 21st century. 
 
This is our story.  We are 
Marian women for Christ -  
Courageous in Faith and 
Daring in Hope.  We are ONE 
in and for the world.   

Cor UUnum! 
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When Emily Lazor (B.A. 2011)
attended one of Catholic University’s
open houses for prospective students in
2006, she remembers listening to
Father Robert Schlageter, O.F.M.
Conv., then-chaplain, talk about the
university’s homeless outreach pro-
gram.

The program started after students
began taking extra food from the dining
hall to people who were homeless in
D.C.-area parks.

What she learned at that open house
was just a preview of the experience
she would have at CUA. Lazor was
involved in many community service
activities during her four years.

Her involvement and her academic
education led her to apply to Alliance
for Catholic Education (ACE) Service
through the University of Notre
Dame.

The two-year program places stu-
dents in schools throughout the country
as teachers. They return to Notre
Dame’s campus for summer instruc-
tion. Those who complete the program
earn a master’s in education. 

“CUA helped me to see the impor-
tance of being a dynamic Catholic —
someone who knows and loves the
faith, but has a desire to seek and under-
stand all the beauty that the world has
to offer,” she says. “I tried my best to

translate this into the classroom by
helping students explore what is true
while they are still being challenged by
some of the tensions that exist in the
world today.”

Although she hopes to return to
the classroom in a few years, Lazor
is now working as an assistant direc-
tor for the ACE program. She hopes
to recruit students from her alma
mater. 

“While CUA provides great aca-
demic formation in the classroom
and through experiences in
Washington, D.C., it's most special
because of its vibrant community,”
she explains. 

“CUA students care deeply about so
many things, and I grew so much
because of the people I was able to spend
time with during my four years there.”

A CUA education leads to role as educator

The W.W. Smith Charitable Trust has
awarded Neumann University a one-
year grant of $56,000 to fund under-
graduate student scholarships in 2013-
14.

The grant is specifically targeted to
benefit full-time undergraduates, in
good academic standing, with a GPA
of at least 2.5 and whose financial
needs cannot be met by other aid pro-
grams. In addition, students must have
a permanent home residency in Bucks,

Chester, Delaware, Montgomery or
Philadelphia counties, or in the city of
Camden.

Because the W.W. Smith
Charitable Trust stipulates a mini-
mum award of $2,000 and a maxi-
mum of $5,000 per year, the grant
will assist between 12 and 28
Neumann University undergraduate
students in 2013-14.

In the last 35 years, the Trust has
assisted more than 1,000 Philadelphia

area students annually, including schol-
arship grants of $1,268,000 for
Neumann students.

“Many of our students are the first
generation in their families to attend
college,” said Dr. Rosalie Mirenda,
president of the university.  “This gen-
erous gift from the W.W. Smith
Charitable Trust will allow a good num-
ber of them to move significantly clos-
er to a college degree, and a solid eco-
nomic and socially responsible future.”

Approximately 95 percent of under-
graduate students at Neumann
University receive some form of finan-
cial aid, including federal grants, stu-
dent loans, and private scholarships.
The university has a total enrollment of
approximately 2,100 full-time under-
graduates and offers bachelor’s degrees
in arts and sciences, business, educa-
tion, and nursing.

For more information about
Neumann, visit www.neumann.edu. 

W.W. Smith Charitable Trust awards scholarship grant to Neumann

EMILY LAZOR
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Catholic universities can be models of authentic higher education
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The seven pon-
tifical universities of Rome started their
academic year Oct. 7, welcoming thou-
sands of new and returning students
from around the world.

Because they are located at the center
of the universal church, these Vatican-
chartered institutions have traditionally
educated a disproportionate number of
Catholicism’s leaders, including bish-
ops, cardinals and popes. Their core
function remains as always to prepare
seminarians, priests and religious in the
subjects of theology, philosophy and
canon law. Yet their enrollments today
include an increasing number of lay-
men and women, studying in disci-
plines as varied as economics and com-
munication.

According to the head of one of the
most prominent of these universities,
they also perform an invaluable service
for international higher education, both
Catholic and secular, by keeping alive
the “authentic idea” of the university in
the face of negative economic and cul-
tural pressures.

For Bishop Enrico dal Covolo, rector
of the Pontifical Lateran University,
any university worthy of the name
organizes all of its activities with the
goal of addressing the “crucial ques-
tions that no one can avoid, that is:
‘Who am I? Where do I come from?
Where am I going? What is my rela-
tionship with others, with the world?
What is the final meaning of exis-
tence?’”

The pursuit of such questions
remains a university’s goal even when
the disciplines it teaches are “apparent-
ly only technical,” said the bishop.

This idea, which dates back to the
birth of universities in the Middle Ages,
and whose recent champions have
included Blessed John Henry Newman
and Pope Benedict XVI, has fallen out
of fashion in Europe and North
America, Bishop dal Covolo said.
Prevailing tendencies there promote
instead the model of the technological
institute, or the “multiversity” with no
core curriculum.

“The big risk is that the university
ends up at the service” of the “dominant
ideologies” and “economic systems of
the moment,” the bishop said. “The uni-

versity has always been understood as a
critical alternative to the powers, ide-
ologies and lobbies of the world.”

If Catholic universities are to play
such a critical role today, the bishop
said, professors must learn to act also as
pastors.

“The university instructor is not an
instructor for himself, his research is
not an end in itself,” he said. “The
instructor is an instructor for his stu-
dents, his research is for his students.”

To that end, the rector organizes an
annual series of lectures on the pastoral
care of university students, for his own
staff and those of other universities.
The theme of this year’s course is the
“new peripheries of evangelization,” a
signature expression of Pope Francis.
Among the scheduled lectures is one on
counseling youth who are “indifferent
and/or hostile” to the faith, and another
on pastoral practices at Latin American
universities.

The Lateran is under the direct
authority of the Vatican and is thus
known as the “university of the pope.”
Bishop dal Covolo identifies its partic-
ular charism as the teaching of law,
and its distinctive approach to that

field exemplifies the synthesis of phi-
losophy and theology that he says is
vital to pursuing the fundamental ques-
tions.

Uniquely among Rome’s pontifical
universities, the Lateran offers degrees
not only in canon law but also in Italian
civil law, and the two branches of the
discipline inform each other, he says.

The civil law program shows the
influence of the universal church in its
emphasis on international law, he says,
and in its special attention to current
church concerns such as bioethics and
the sexual abuse of children.

The bishop says that Lateran students
also gain special appreciation of the
classical roots of Italian civil law, since
it was medieval canon law that pre-
served the legal tradition of ancient
Rome from which most latter-day
European legal systems derive. This, he
notes, is only one of the fundamental
institutions for which modern culture is
indebted to the church.

“When we think of universities, when
we think of hospitals, when we think of
the law and the schools,” he said, “it is
mere hypocrisy to ignore Europe’s
Christian roots.”

CNS photo/Paul Haring

A member of a religious congregation walks down the hall as lay students wait between classes at the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome Sept. 20. The univer-
sity is one of seven pontifical universities of Rome that started the academic year Oct. 7, welcoming thousands of new and returning students from around the world. 


