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WASHINGTON — Faith-based
institutions of higher learning not only
provide a solid academic education, but
offer students moral values they can use
as they make their way in the world, the
president of The Catholic University of
America said Feb. 4.

“It is not just about imparting educa-
tion and passing exams. We want to
raise up free and autonomous individu-
als with more than just knowledge and
skills,” John Garvey said. “We are
forming students in wisdom and
virtue.”

Garvey joined Richard Joel, president
of Jewish-run Yeshiva University in
New York City, and Kenneth Starr,
president and chancellor of Baptist-run
Baylor University in Waco, Texas, for a
discussion on “The State of Higher
Education and the Calling of Faith-
based Universities.”

The discussion at the National Press
Club in Washington was part of
Baylor’s “On Topic” series, which
organizers say is designed to present
“compelling discussions about critical
issues facing the United States and the
world.”

Garvey said that faith-based universi-
ties and colleges help students recog-
nize “not just their own values, but
there are values that people share.”

“We help students look at life’s big
questions and say, ‘Perhaps these (val-
ues taught at religious institutions) are
some of the answers you can look at,’”
Garvey added. “We help our students
advance in wisdom and virtue, and we
give them the ethical foundations to
make their judgments.”

Joel said his university stresses that
“education is meant to ennoble and
enable.”

He added that while higher education
must prepare students “to compete in a
global economy,” there must be an
emphasis on “the rules of engagement.

“We must ask the question, ‘What do
our children deserve?’” Joel said. “And
we know they (students) must be pre-
pared to make a good living and also be
prepared to live a good life.”

Starr said he wanted to hold the con-
versation because “education is more
than attending classes and doing lab
work.”

“It’s all about the students ... without
the students, a university is just a
research center,” he added.

Speaking to the criticism by some
that faith-based institutions inhibit aca-
demic freedom, Garvey noted that the
theory of an expanding universe —
commonly called “the Big Bang
Theory” — was developed by Msgr.
Georges Lemaitre, a Belgian priest,

astronomer and physic professor, and
that the science of modern genetics was
established by Gregor Mendel, a
German Augustinian friar.

“The notion that faith impedes
inquiry or intellectual pursuit is hard to
grasp,” Garvey said. “It is a great thing
for the intellectual life of America that
we have our (religious) institutions of
higher learning.”

He added that through his own
experience in both public and faith-
based higher education, he found
more academic freedom in religious
higher education than in secular insti-
tutions.

“There were limits (in public educa-
tion) I faced in expressing my enthusi-
asm for my Catholic faith,” he noted.

Joel added his university also encour-
ages students to “invest in ideas, grow
and explore thoughts.”

“We encourage the students to
explore everything, but to see that ideas
are not the end,” he said. “We have an
ethos — values — and we have confi-
dence that our ideals can confront ideas
and hopefully shape them.”

Pointing to examples where civil lib-
erties groups have protested religious
figures offering an invocation at public
institutions; graduation exercises,
Garvey noted that “the argument of
academic freedom is sometime disin-
genuous.

Speaking to the redefinition of mar-
riage, forcing religious institutions to
offer birth control and abortifacients to
its employees and cases where the
National Labor Relations Board have
become involved in faculty issues at
religious colleges, Garvey warned
against an “indifference to the autono-
my of religious institutions of higher
learning.”

Joel said that the values faith brings
to education help students recognize
“the worth of the human — are we sim-
ply the highest animal in the food chain,
or are we noble? We teach our students
to be noble, to be more than just some-
one who gets good grades, gets a good
job and goes shopping.”

“We give our students a mandate to
matter in the world and to reach out to
others,” he said.

Garvey agreed that attending a faith-
based institution of higher learning
forms a well-rounded student that goes
beyond academics or taking classes on-
line

“The aspect of forming a community
of students is the strongest argument
against online education,” he said.
“Forming students in wisdom and
virtue is not something you do online.”

Szczepanowski is a staff writer at the
Catholic Standard, newspaper of the
Washington Archdiocese.
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John Garvey, president of The Catholic University of America, speaks Feb. 4 at
the National Press Club in Washington during an event that was part of Baylor
Universitys “On Topic” series. Faith-based institutions of higher learning not only
provide a solid academic education, but offer students moral values they can
use as they make their way in the world, Garvey said.

Faith-based universities aim to relay values, not just educate students
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March 28 Open House to Offer 
Closer Look at ‘degrees that work’

Students looking for a rewarding
next step in their educational journey
are encouraged to visit Pennsylvania
College of Technology, a special mis-
sion affiliate of The Pennsylvania
State University in Williamsport, dur-
ing a March 28 Open House.

The event offers a convenient
opportunity for prospective students,
their families and friends to explore
Penn College, its “degrees that work”
and facilities. To learn more and to
register, visit www.pct.edu/open-
house.

The college’s hands-on approach
allows students access to the latest
technology in classrooms, labs,
Madigan Library and dedicated study
areas. Courses are taught by experi-
enced faculty who often have relevant
work-related knowledge. An excellent
faculty-to-student ratio and small
classes ensure personal attention, and
free tutoring is available.

Students may choose two- or four-
year degrees; associate degrees can
provide a head start for the college’s

baccalaureate programs. Nearly four
out of five students receive financial
aid and a wide variety of scholarships
are available to help them complete
their education.

A full college experience awaits
those who desire on-campus housing,
student activities and Greek Life;
Wildcat athletics teams now compete
as provisional NCAA Division III
members.

Among the newer offerings are a
four-year degree in business adminis-
tration: sport and event management
concentration. Beginning in the Fall
2015 semester, the School of Business
& Hospitality major will provide
essential skills for excelling in the
many industries and occupations
relating to both sports and events –
opportunities that include sports
leagues, retail, equipment, tickets,
health clubs and conventions.

For more information about Penn
College, visit www.pct.edu, email
admissions@pct.edu or call toll-free
800-367-9222.
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By Lou Baldwin
Catholic News Service

PHILADELPHIA — La Salle
University in Philadelphia has made
history by choosing a laywoman as its
new president.

Colleen N. Hanycz is the first female
president in the school’s 152-year histo-
ry and also the first lay president, other
than interim presidents. Her appoint-
ment was announced Feb. 17 and she
will begin her tenure in July.

La Salle was founded by the Brothers
of the Christian Schools and she suc-
ceeds Brother Michael J. McGinniss,
the most recent in a line of 28 Christian
Brothers to lead the school. He stepped
down from the presidency after 15
years of service last May. James P.
Gallagher is serving as interim presi-
dent until Hanycz’s term begins.

Currently, Hanycz is head of Brescia
University College in London, Ontario,
a Catholic college founded by the
Ursuline Sisters and the only all-
women college in Canada.

La Salle, on the other hand, was an
all-male college for its first century,
although now women make up almost
two-thirds of the student body.

This will not be Hanycz’s first
encounter with the Christian Brothers.

As a high school student in Toronto, she
attended Senator O’Connor College
High School, run by the congregation.

“What stands out for me is that
Lasallian tradition of building authentic
community,” she said in an interview

with CatholicPhilly.com, the news web-
site of the Philadelphia Archdiocese. “It
is something I saw very much as a high
school student when we were required
to complete a service project in order to
graduate.

“That was unheard of then, although
it is common now. That same charism
runs through the university and that was
very instrumental in my coming here,”
she said.

“This is a pivotal moment in La
Salle’s history,” said William R.
Sautter, La Salle’s board chair. “She is
an innovative academic leader with an
impressive record as an agent of posi-
tive change. She is ideally suited to
maximize La Salle’s potential while
continuing to honor our distinctive mis-
sion and values.”

“Dr. Hanycz is passionate about sus-
taining and enhancing the values and
attributes that are essential to the
Brothers of the Christian Schools,” said
Brother Dennis Molloy, a La Salle
trustee and his congregation’s provin-
cial/visitor for the District of Eastern
North America. “The Christian
Brothers look forward to working col-
laboratively with Dr. Hanycz and the
board of trustees as she takes office.”

Hanycz earned her bachelor of arts
degree in history from St. Michael’s

College of the University of Toronto,
her law degree from Dalhousie
University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and
she has a postgraduate law degree,
known internationally as a master of
laws, and a doctorate from Osgoode
Hall Law School at York University in
Toronto. Osgoode is considered
Canada’s premier law school.

After a period as an employment liti-
gator, she returned to Osgoode, where
she was assistant dean and associate
professor of law, specializing in dispute
resolution. She was there from 2003 to
2008.

Hanycz was the second lay president
in the history of Brescia when she was
named to the post in July 2008. During
her tenure, the school saw an increase
in its national profile and a dramatic
growth in enrollment and retention of
students, faculty and staff.

Brescia is much smaller than La Salle
and London is much smaller than
Philadelphia.

“I was born and raised in Toronto and
I spent most of my life in Toronto,” she
said. “It will be wonderful to return to a
large urban center as multicultural and
diverse as Philadelphia is. Having
grown up in another similar city, my
family and I look forward to returning
to that.”
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Colleen Hanycz, pictured in this
undated photo, has made history as
the first female and first layperson to
be appointed president of
Philadelphia’s La Salle University.

LaSalle University names first female president
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