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Very few people spent more than 200
hours in the air this summer, and even
fewer college students did so. Jeff Eker
is one of those students.

Eker, a Catholic from Haddonfield
and senior electrical and computer
engineering student in the Henry M.
Rowan College of Engineering, flew
around the world — literally. With vis-
its to Australia, Boston, Sri Lanka and
Singapore, he enjoyed more than just
the typical college summer internship.  

In May, Eker participated in the
Australia/America Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
Student Branch Exchange program,
which he founded with an Australian
student he met while studying in
Germany in winter 2014. In Australia,
he toured industry sites, visited univer-
sities and participated in an internation-
al robot competition — all while living
with a host family and immersing him-
self in the Australian culture.

During the summer, Eker interned in
Boston for Rockwell Automation, the
world’s largest industrial automation

and information provider. Already
scheduled to attend an IEEE conference
in Asia, global-minded Eker worked
with his supervisor to add a business
trip to Singapore for Rockwell. In
Singapore, Eker met with and presented
to senior level management, toured
facilities and made sales calls. 

From there, in July, Eker attended the
IEEE Region 10 Student, Young
Professional and Women in
Engineering Congress in Sri Lanka. He
was the only American student repre-
sentative among students and profes-
sionals from more than 40 countries. He
also had the opportunity to speak at the
close of the conference and reflect on
his experience as a representative of
IEEE students from the United States.

“All of my trips were beneficial,”
said Eker. “I had some amazing oppor-
tunities to learn more about the value of
strategic global relationships and busi-
ness practices and expand my vision for
my own future.”

His extensive traveling is related to
his larger goal, to simplify the process

of building international relationships
to help students, innovators and busi-
nesses succeed in the global market-
place. 

“During my time abroad, I recog-
nized a need. Now I am building a
product to meet that need,” said Eker.
“That’s engineering at work.”

Thus his latest venture,
CultureCloud, was born.  

CultureCloud — a smartphone appli-
cation still in development as part of a

hallmark Rowan Engineering Clinic
project — connects users to one anoth-
er in real-time regardless of where they
live, work or travel. It also allows users
to discover people nearby with similar
interests and communicate using a mes-
saging feature. 

“Often travelers get stuck visiting
tourist spots. They never get a chance to
dive deeper and learn more about the
culture,” said Eker. “CultureCloud pre-
vents that from happening. It makes it
possible for travelers to make real con-
nections with locals wherever they go.”

Eker credits the close-knit Rowan
Engineering community of professors
and students as well as the environment
that fosters innovation at Rowan for
much of his success. 

“I did not have to travel far to receive
a great engineering education,” said
Eker. “Here at Rowan, you can achieve
anything as long as you have the drive
and ambition to do so. My passion may
have led me around the world, but it all
started right here, a short drive from
home.” 

Program takes Rowan student around the world

JEFF EKER 

50th anniversary
Members of the second graduat-
ing class of Our Lady of Lourdes
School of Nursing pose for a
photo with Father Terry M. Odien
(back row, right), who celebrated
Mass for them Oct. 2 in the
chapel of Our Lady of Lourdes
Medical Center, Camden. Twenty
two of the 37 graduates attended
the 50th anniversary reunion.
Dinner at The Pub in
Pennsauken followed the Mass.
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By Michael M. Canaris

The rapidly dwindling weeks of
2015 mark the end of a calendar year
which includes some important
anniversaries.  In addition to the 200th
anniversary of the birth of St. John
Bosco (which inspired Pope Francis to
ask that the Shroud of Turin be put on
rare display in the cathedral they
share), the half-century since the close
of the Second Vatican Council, and 30
years since the important synod on the
interpretation of that Council which
argued that “communion” was the pri-
mary lens through which to read it, this
year also marks the anniversary of a
few Vatican texts with ties to Catholic
higher education: the 130th of
“Spectata Fides” in 1885,  the 50th of
“Gravissimum Educationis” in 1965,
and the 25th of “Ex Corde Ecclesiae”
in 1990.

A bit about each of these documents.
Leo XIII’s short encyclical “Spectata
Fides” was written to inspire confi-
dence in Christian education efforts in
19th century Great Britain. It argued the
movement toward Christian “volun-
tary” schools in France, Belgium,
America and the British Empire ought
to be supported, and gratefully
acknowledged the contributions of both
the rich and “those of slender means” to
keep these schools in existence. “In
these days, and in the present condition
of the world, when the tender age of
childhood is threatened on every side
by so many and such various dangers,
hardly anything can be imagined more
fitting than the union with literary
instruction of sound teaching in faith
and morals … For it is in and by these
schools that the Catholic faith, our
greatest and best inheritance, is pre-
served whole and entire. In these
schools the liberty of parents is respect-
ed; and, what is most needed, especial-
ly in the prevailing license of opinion
and of action, it is by these schools that
good citizens are brought up for the
State.”

Eighty years later, the conciliar docu-
ment “Gravissimum Educationis”
argued for the inalienable right of every
human person to an education, and
called for greater accessibility to lay

theological studies and for collective
channels of spiritual, academic and cul-
tural formation both in Catholic univer-
sities and in non-Catholic ones (the lat-
ter being materialized in what we

would today often call Newman
Centers).

Though much of the discussion of
Pope John Paul II’s “Ex Corde
Ecclesiae” has revolved around some
of the controverted issues involved in
the mandatum and the relationship
between academic competency and
Catholic theology, the document itself
is not as polemical and divisive as these
subsequent debates have been. The text,
and its national “application” document
by the USCCB, both honor academic
freedom, religious liberty, and the liv-
ing out of precious spiritual, intellectu-
al and cultural heritage at the highest
pedagogical levels. They reflect with
seriousness and esteem on the role
Christian history has played in the for-
mation of the institutions we today call
“universities.”

In an address to the Congregation for
Catholic Education, Pope Francis called
for three means of improving Catholic
higher education that would seem to
draw upon themes from these texts,
albeit in his own inimitable style: foster-
ing dialogue, seeking formation of edu-
cators who have a “sense of knowing
how to communicate with the young,”
and avoiding isolating institutions from
the world so as to serve as better wit-
nesses to the relevance of the Gospel in
education, the sciences, and culture.
Using St. Paul’s speech in Acts as a
launching point, he argued that those
involved in higher education ought to
“know how to enter, with courage, into
the Areopagus of contemporary cultures
and to initiate dialogue, aware of the gift
they are able to offer to all.”  

As a former teacher himself (though
probably the least “formally” educated
in terms of graduate degrees in at least
100 years) and with close relationships
to many former students, this pontiff
continues to consider Catholic educa-
tion a priority.

Collingswood native Michael M.
Canaris, Ph.D., Loyola University
Chicago.

CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception is seen
through a portico of a nearby building on the campus of The Catholic University
of America in Washington in this file photo. The Catholic University is the nation-
al university of the Catholic Church in the United States, founded and sponsored
by the bishops of the country with the approval of the Holy See.

The Catholic Church and higher education

WASHINGTON (CNS) — About
100 U.S. Catholic college presidents
have signed a document supporting
Pope Francis for his leadership on cli-
mate change efforts and committing
their institutions to doing all they can to
foster “open, honest” dialogue on cli-
mate issues and help form “global eco-
logical citizens.”

Since the pope’s encyclical on cli-
mate, “Laudato Si’,” was published in
June, college presidents have been
adding their names to the pledge, stat-
ing that they will work together
regionally and globally “to study, pro-
mote and act on the ideals and vision

of integral ecology laid out by Pope
Francis.”

The document thanks the pope for his
“strong and courageous leadership in
addressing the interrelated crises and ways
of life” that are threatening the earth. “His
leadership inspires our own,” it adds.

The pontiff “calls upon every person
on the planet, the whole human com-
munity, to take up this urgent set of
challenges, recognizing the profound
religious and moral imperatives they
present,” the statement says.

“Pope Francis states forcefully and
clearly that facing these challenges will
require profound changes in lifestyles,

myths and mental paradigms, models of
production and consumption, cultural
assumptions and values, and the con-
solidated social and political structures
that govern society today,” it says.

Following the pope’s urging that the
world community needs to take action
to stop climate change, Catholic higher
education leaders have agreed to com-
mit themselves to “integrate care for the
planet, integral human development
and concern for the poor within our
research projects, our educational cur-
ricula and public programming, our
institutional infrastructures, policies
and practices, and our political and

social involvements as colleges and
universities.”

By signing the pledge, the 96 U.S.
Catholic college and university presi-
dents join nearly 80 Catholic university
presidents from 32 other nations. The
statement also has been supported by
numerous national and international
Catholic higher education associations
and federations, including the
Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities, the Association of Jesuit
Colleges and Universities and the
Association of Franciscan Colleges and
Universities, and the International
Federation of Catholic Universities.

College presidents in statement back pope’s leadership on climate change
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Imagine a program that helps  
you to �think big� and discover  
your purpose in life as you  
become rich as a person!
We, here at Immaculate Conception Seminary School of  

Theology, are happy to accompany you on a transformative  
journey as you learn more about Jesus Christ, the Catholic  

Church and your God-given talents and mission.

With a B.A. in Catholic Theology from Seton Hall  

University, you will gain a solid foundation to �open your heart�  

and prepare for a life of service to the Church and to society  

.

To get started, e-mail Fr. Ray Cho  
at hongray.cho@shu.edu

Learn What  
You Love

 Come to 
Seton Hall�s 

OPEN HOUSE
Oct. 18 or Nov. 22! 

Register online at  
www.shu.edu

a defining moment
94% of Recent Caldwell Graduates are Employed, Attending 
Graduate School or Participating in Service Programs! 
More than just a degree, your choice of University will follow you throughout your lifetime. Caldwell 
has been recognized as a college of distinction and celebrated as a strong choice for the liberal 
arts. Clearly, employers and graduate schools recognize the value of a Caldwell University degree. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

  25 nationally acclaimed undergraduate degrees

  Degrees in the health professions – Nursing, 
Health Sciences, Biology & more

 Business and CIS programs 

 Sport Management 

  Programs in the arts – Fine Art, Graphic Design, 
Music and Communications & Media Studies

All of this and one of the lowest cost private 
universities in New Jersey.

JOIN US AT AN UPCOMING
ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 24  11:00 A.M. 

NOVEMBER 21  11:00 A.M.
RSVP caldwell.edu/rsvp

caldwell.edu
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Register Today!

www.pct.edu/oh2015

OPEN 
HOUSE

Sunday, October 25

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Williamsport, PA

Penn College is a special mission  
affiliate of Penn State, committed to  

applied technology education.

• Discover degrees that work.

•  Tour campus with student 
ambassadors

• Visit with faculty and students

•  Learn about admissions, 
financial aid, and academics

• See academic facilities and labs

• Explore on-campus housing

•  Learn about NCAA Division III 
athletic teams

• And much more!

Penn College® and degrees that work® are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

degrees that work.

An affiliate of The Pennsylvania State University

Penn College operates on a nondiscriminatory basis.

a national 
leader in 
applied 

technology 
education

From
Advertisers

News  &Notes

Oct. 25 Open House to Offer
Closer Look at ‘degrees that work’
Special to The Catholic Star Herald

Students looking for a rewarding
next step in their educational journey
are encouraged to visit Pennsylvania
College of Technology, a special mis-
sion affiliate of The Pennsylvania
State University in Williamsport, dur-
ing an Oct. 25 Open House.

The event offers a convenient
opportunity for prospective students,
their families and friends to explore
Penn College, its “degrees that work”
and facilities. To learn more and to
register, visit www.pct.edu/openhouse.

The college’s hands-on approach
allows students access to the latest
technology in classrooms, labs,
Madigan Library and dedicated study
areas. Courses are taught by experi-
enced faculty who often have relevant
work-related knowledge. An excellent
faculty-to-student ratio and small
classes ensure personal attention, and
free tutoring is available.

Students may choose two- or four-
year degrees; associate degrees can pro-
vide a head start for the college’s bac-
calaureate programs. Nine out of 10 stu-
dents receive financial aid and a wide
variety of scholarships are available to
help them complete their education.

A full college experience awaits
those who desire on-campus housing,
student activities and Greek Life;
Wildcat athletics teams now compete
as provisional NCAA Division III
members.

Among the newer offerings is a
four-year degree in business adminis-
tration: sport and event management
concentration.

This fall, the School of Business &
Hospitality major began providing
essential skills for excelling in the
many industries and occupations relat-
ing to both sports and events – oppor-
tunities that include sports leagues,
retail, equipment, tickets, health clubs
and conventions.

For more information about Penn
College, visit www.pct.edu, email
admissions@pct.edu or call toll-free
800-367-9222.

Kerry Weber, author of “Mercy
in the City: How to Feed the
Hungry, Give Drink to the Thirsty,
Visit the Imprisoned, and Keep
Your Day Job,” and managing edi-
tor of America magazine, will visit
the Diocese of Camden this week-
end to share her thoughts on mercy
and justice.

On Friday, Oct. 9, she will visit
the Catholic Campus Ministry at
Rowan University, Glassboro,
from 6-8 p.m.

The next day, she will be the keynote
speaker for “Mercy Ministry: Best prac-
tices for reaching out to a wounded
world,” at St. Charles Borromeo Parish,
Sicklerville.

“Mercy in the City,” a memoir on liv-
ing out the corporal works of mercy on
both coasts of the United States, is a
Christopher Award winner

Sponsored by the diocese’s Life and
Justice Ministries, the 8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m.
workshop is intended for life and justice
volunteers at parishes and schools;

directors of religious education;
youth/campus ministers; pastoral associ-
ates; clergy and religious; and parish-
ioners.

The day will include an address by
Weber; educational workshops; informa-
tion on social service organizations; and
opportunities for networking.  Breakfast
and lunch will be provided.

The cost is $10, and registration is
required; go to
www.camdendiocese.org/mercymin-
istry.

KERRY WEBER

Author speaks to college students,
parish group about social justice

@@Visit us on the web
www.catholicstarherald.org
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BECOME A REGISTERED NURSE

Sunday, November 8, 2015
INFORMATION SESSION AT 1PM • TOUR OF SCHOOL TO FOLLOW

AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES
SCHOOL OF NURSING

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
WITH CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE

FINISH IN FOUR BSN PROGRAM
WITH THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE

LOW TUITION
STRONG CLINICAL PRACTICE

FOR INFORMATION: CALL 856-757-3730

OR ATTEND A FORMAL
INFORMATION SESSION AT:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES
SCHOOL OF NURSING

1600 HADDON AVENUE, PAVILION 5
CAMDEN, NJ 08103

NO RESERVATION REQUIRED

‘Unite suffering’ with those grieving, archbishop tells Oregon Catholics
By Ed Langlois
Catholic News Service

PORTLAND, Ore. — St. Joseph
Parish in Roseburg hosted an emotional
Mass the evening of Oct. 1 for 10 peo-
ple who died in a shooting that morning
at Umpqua Community College.
Auxiliary Bishop Peter Smith traveled
from Portland for the liturgy.

Authorities in Roseburg, in green
rolling hills 180 miles south of Portland,
identified the shooter Oct. 2 as 26-year-
old Chris Harper Mercer, but did not
give details about him. The names of
those he fatally shot had not yet been
released. Nine others were wounded.

FBI investigators say the gunman
brought six legally purchased weapons
to the small college and was wearing a
flak jacket. A witness reports he asked
students what their religions were
before he began shooting.

One student at the college and the sis-
ter of a second student both told news
organizations that Mercer, 26, told peo-
ple in classrooms to stand up and
declare whether they were Christian. If
they responded yes, they were shot in
the head. If they answered no or gave
some other answer, they were shot else-
where.

The attack ended when the gunman
shot himself on campus.

Portland Archbishop Alexander K.
Sample rushed a letter to the people of
Roseburg hours after the shooting. 

“I am saddened beyond words over the
tragedy that has struck your local com-
munity,” the archbishop wrote. “Even
though I am unable to be physically pres-
ent with you at this particular moment,
know that I am very much united with all

of you in spirit and in prayer. We are one
body in Christ, and when even one mem-
ber suffers, we all suffer with them. My
heart is indeed very heavy with sorrow
as I grieve with all of you.”

The archbishop went on to say he can-
not begin to make sense of the tragedy. 

“Why such shooting tragedies contin-
ue to happen is hard to understand,” he

wrote. “Sadly, we live in the midst of a
culture that does not value the dignity
and sacredness of every human life as it
once did.”

The archbishop told Catholics in
Roseburg to “unite their suffering” with
those directly affected and to pray for
healing and strength of those who lost
loved ones. 

Many Catholic parishes in Oregon
are sending what organizers call
“Posters of Hope” to St. Joseph Church
in Roseburg. Teens have been writing
messages of encouragement and love
for Roseburg residents. 

Comments have come from around
the nation.

“There’s another community stunned
with grief, and communities across the
country forced to relieve their own
anguish, and parents across the country
who are scared because they know it
might have been their families or their
children,” President Barack Obama
said at the White House Oct. 1.

He added, “It cannot be this easy for
somebody who wants to inflict harm on
other people to get his or her hands on
a gun. ... I’d ask the American people to
think about how they can get our gov-
ernment to change these (gun) laws and
to save lives and to let young people
grow up, and that will require a change
of politics.”

CNS photo/Steve Dipaola, Reuters

People take part in a candlelit vigil following a mass shooting at Umpqua
Community College in Roseburg, Ore., Oct. 1.



By Joanna Gardner

Cory and Dana Smith sit snugly on
their couch with their two children,
Marley, aged 6, and Gavin, aged 4.
Neither of them can believe they’re sit-
ting in a living room they own, that they
themselves have freshly painted.

The couple are first-time homebuyers
and have been in their home for a year
now. They saved toward buying it using
an IDA matched savings account
through Catholic Charities. 

Cory is a cable technician and Dana
is taking prerequisite classes at a com-
munity college to prepare for a dental
hygiene program.

“With me not working and being in
school, it really helped a lot,” Dana
said. “We knew we wanted to buy a
home soon, and I don’t think we would
have been able to save so quickly with-
out the IDA.”

Last spring, Dana opened a new IDA
account, this time to save toward the
costs of her education. She set a goal of
saving $80 a month and planned to
begin applying to dentistry programs in
December.

An IDA (Individual Development
Account) is a savings account intended
to help low- and moderate-income peo-
ple save toward a major asset. In the
case of Catholic Charities’ program,
these goals include buying a first home,
starting a small business, or paying for
higher education.

“By acquiring one of those assets —
building equity in a home, cash flow
and equity in a business, or higher pay-
ing jobs through education — they
now have a real shot at accessing
meaningful financial potential in their
lives, as opposed to being trapped in
the working-poor class, lacking access
to those kinds of opportunities,” said
Andy Zmuda, director of asset devel-
opment programs at Catholic
Charities.  

“It leverages people’s determination
to work hard, their desire to make sac-
rifices, and their willingness to save and

put off immediate needs and gratifica-
tion for future goals.”

The way the program works is every
dollar deposited into the account is
matched with $2 through federal and
private grant funding within Catholic
Charities. An individual can save up to
$2,000 in the account with a $4,000
match and families can save up to
$4,000 with a match of $8,000.

Along the way, they receive other
financial services through Catholic
Charities, such as financial coaching,
financial education, and credit repair
services.

Last week, Catholic Charities was
informed by Congressman Donald
Norcross (NJ-01) that they had been
selected to receive another round of
federal grant funding to expand the pro-
gram in the amount of $100,000.
Zmuda estimated that the grant would
allow the program to serve an addition-
al 45 savers this year.

In 2014, 54 individuals opened IDA
accounts. Of those, about half saved
toward buying a first home, about 35
percent saved toward post-secondary
education costs, and about 15 percent
saved toward opening or developing a

small business. The program is now in
its fourth year.

“Almost all of the funding stays in
South Jersey,” Zmuda said. “Clients are
buying homes in Oaklyn, Somerdale,
Haddon Heights, West Deptford. They
are paying for college at Camden
County, Rutgers, Stockton, Rowan, ITT
Tech, Pennco Tech.”

For the Smith family, saving has
earned them their own home for the
first time, while Dana continues to save
toward her education.

“The backyard is what sold us,” Cory
said. “We had seen a lot of places, but
this was the one.”

“The best part is we can do whatever
we want with it. It’s our property; we
own it,” Dana said. “We’re looking for-
ward to having barbecues, just being
outside. We’re always envisioning new
projects.”

For more information about Catholic
Charities’ matched savings program,
visit the website:
CatholicCharitiesCamden.org/Asset-
Development/IDA.
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Photo by Joanna Gardner

Dana and Cory Smith saved to buy their first home through Catholic Charities’
Matched Grant Savings program, or IDA savings account program. Dana is
saving toward the cost of higher education. Pictured with their parents are
Marley,  6, and Gavin, 4.

An IDA is a 
savings account
intended to help

low and 
moderate-income

people save
toward a major
asset, such as

paying for higher
education.

A blog post and hashtag was all
Allanah Dykes needed for an experi-
ence of a lifetime.

The senior at Fairfield University in
Connecticut  was selected to be a mem-
ber of the “Pope is Hope Digital Street
Team,” a group intending to create orig-
inal online content to document Pope
Francis’ first visit to the U.S. 

The contest, created by Aleteia, a
Catholic news web site, asked appli-
cants to create a piece of content that
promoted the idea that “good is win-
ning,” and post to their own social
media platforms using the hashtag

#GoodIsWinning. The contest drew
over 400 applications, and after weeks
of waiting, Dykes received the news
that she had been chosen to be one of
only 30 members of the team.

“When I got the call I was ecstatic!”
said Dykes. 

“I had to keep quiet for a week until
the winners were officially announced
… but since then I can’t stop smiling
and spreading my excitement on my
blog Double Shot of Chic. To be chosen
for this team is a true honor and I’m so
happy that I get to represent Fairfield
University.”

Dykes’ official title was Citizen
Journalist, and she used her personal
social media platforms to tell a story
about how #GoodIsWinning, utilizing
pictures, interviews with people who
were in New York to see the pope, and
personal reflections. 

Additionally, during the pope’s visit
she took over Fairfield University’s
social media platforms including
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

“It's really important for the church to
work hard to be relevant to young peo-
ple,” said Jason Deal, executive vice
president for Strategy, Aleteia USA, Inc.

“The most authentic way we can do
that is to create platforms like this cam-
paign that are born from — and
designed and directed by — team mem-
bers like Allanah.”

Though a practicing Christian,
Allanah said she was drawn to this
opportunity because the contest rules
never specified that the applicants have
to be religious. 

“I love the idea that the citizen journal-
ists would be able to capture the good in
everyday people and hopefully spark a
positive movement surrounding the pope’s
visit to the United States,” she said.

Reporting for the ‘Pope is Hope Digital Street Team’

Matched Savings Program makes dreams realities
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EXPAND POSSIBILITY
AT GEORGIAN COURT UNIVERSITY

Register for our Fall Open House, 
on November 21, 2015

georgian.edu/open-house

� The only Catholic University in  
South & Central New Jersey

� 31 Undergraduate majors
� Opportunities for global study
� 14:1 student to faculty ratio
� 14 CACC NCAA Division II sports

732.987.2700 | georgian.edu
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CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis greets a woman during a brief stop at St. Joseph’s University
in Philadelphia Sept. 27. The pope blessed a sculpture on the campus that
commemorates the 50th anniversary of “Nostra Aetate,” the Second
Vatican Council Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions. 

A brief stop at St. Joe’s


