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Be assured of our continued prayers
and support for you

as you assume the role of
our chief shepherd.

Bishop-elect James F. Ch ecchio

WE WELCOME YOU WITH OPEN ARMS
AND WE ASK GOD TO GUIDE YOU

IN YOUR IMPORTANT WORK
ON BEHALF OF THE

CHURCH OF METUCHEN

The Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski
with the clergy, religious and lay faithful

of the Diocese of Metuchen

on your appointment by
His Holiness Pope Francis

as fifth bishop of
the Diocese of Metuchen.

diometuchen.org • catholicspirit.com

CONGRATULATE
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When the Mandate from the Holy
See transferring Bishop-elect James
F. Checchio to the Diocese of
Metuchen is read at his Episcopal
Ordination, it will refer to him in this
way, “until now a priest of
the Diocese of Camden.”
Those words “a priest of
the Diocese of Camden”
are packed with signifi-
cance both for the Bishop-
elect and for the Catholic
faithful of Camden. 

Bishop Checchio was
Baptized, received First
Holy Communion and
Confirmation in parishes
of the Diocese of Camden.
The Diocese of Camden is
the place of his initiation
into Christ and into the
Church. Both his primary
school education at Saint John’s,
Collingswood, and his secondary
education at Paul VI High School
took place in the diocese. His
Catholic education provided him
with a solid academic and religious
foundation  for college, for theologi-

cal studies in the seminary and for
graduate school. He was accepted by
the Diocese of Camden as a semi-
narian for the priesthood and after
completing seminary formation

Bishop James McHugh,
the fifth Bishop of
Camden, on June 20th,
1992, ordained James
Checchio a priest for the
church of Camden.

As a priest he served the
church of Camden in a
variety of assignments,
including associate pastor;
secretary to the late
Bishop James McHugh;
vice chancellor; and direc-
tor of the Office of
Communications. Priests
of the diocese are among
his closest friends and the

diocese is home for his parents and
other family members.

Being a priest of the Diocese of
Camden is in the spiritual DNA of
Bishop-elect Checchio. Here he was
formed and grew in our faith.
Influenced first by his parents and

family and then by parish priests,
priest teachers and Religious
women, all of whom encouraged
his vocation to the priesthood. In
his  parish and diocesan assign-
ments the People of God with
whom he was associated in min-
istry would also influence his
growth as a priest.

This local church is very proud of
this priest of our diocese. He is one
of us. His selection by our Holy
Father Francis as a successor of the
Apostles is a credit to his family and
also to the church in Camden, its
priests, religious and laity. The fra-
ternal pride of his brother priests in
him was very obvious at the dinner
for the clergy following the Mass of
Chrism. He was graciously toasted;
loudly applauded and rousingly
cheered by his brother priests who
share in the joy of his selection as a
bishop of the church.

As the Bishop of Metuchen he will
shepherd that flock with priestly fer-
vor and a pastoral heart which were
formed, developed and shaped in our
diocese. Of course, his recent assign-

ment as the Rector of the North
American College in Rome provided
him with administrative skills and
talents that will also assist his over-
seeing the church in Metuchen.
However, it is his upbringing, his
South Jersey neighbors, boyhood and
adolescent education experiences,
his diocesan assignments after ordi-
nation to the priesthood and the lay
faithful of this local church of
Camden that  have had a lasting and
formative effect on him as a priest of
Jesus Christ and soon to be Bishop of
the Catholic Church. 

Count on our prayers, Bishop-elect
Checchio. Count on our heartfelt
concern for you as you travel north
to Central Jersey. We are delighted
that you are near to home and in the
summer look forward even to seeing
you down the shore. We are so very
proud that in Camden you learned
to be a priest. The Holy Father’s
selection of you as a Bishop, a suc-
cessor of the Apostles, brings honor
to our diocese and above all to you,
until now a priest of the Diocese of
Camden.

Photo by James A. McBride

Bishop Dennis Sullivan, Bishop-elect James F. Checchio and priests of the Diocese of Camden celebrate the Chrism Mass at Saint Agnes Church, Our Lady of
Hope Parish, Blackwood, on March 22.

‘Until now,’ a priest of the Diocese of Camden

A MESSAGE
FROM THE
BISHOP

Bishop
Dennis J.
Sullivan
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Recently, the Catholic Star Herald sat
down with Bishop-elect James F.
Checchio to discuss his recent appoint-
ment as Bishop of Metuchen, as well as
his experience as a priest. Below are
excerpts from the conversation.

Catholic Star Herald: How did your
experiences in Camden prepare you for
your assignment in Rome at North
American College?

Bishop-elect Checchio: While I was
a priest in Camden, Bishop Nicholas
DiMarzio sent me to LaSalle
University, where I received my
Master’s in Business Administration.
I first went to Rome to run the admin-
istration of the college, and the busi-
ness part of the college, (dealing
with) employees, finances, buildingm
and currency exchange.

When I became rector (in 2006), I
spent most of my time training
parish priests. From Camden, I
learned from the examples of older
priests (who became my mentors),
working, watching, and observing,
and I took away how to be a parish
priest.

The parish is the most important
ministry in the diocese, where most
of the ministry takes place, where
people are nourished and fed, and
counseled and assisted. I interacted
with parish families, saw their
enthusiasm, their dedication to their
faith and to their development of
their friendship with Christ, and
how they accomplish that through
the church and sacraments, and give
the same thing to their children.

I learned from the families, what
they needed, and what would be
helpful to assist them. I asked how
the parish could coordinate our wor-
ship, so that they were being fed
spiritually, so that they were being
nourished for what they had to do, to
support their family and marriage,
and to be the leaven in the society
that the church asks them to be.

I’ve helped seminarians realize the
need to be good Catholics, to under-
stand the things they need to take
care, in their own lives, physically,
mentally and spiritually, and pre-
pared them intellectually, and how
to (find) balance, to make them the
most effective priests they can be.

I’ve passed on what I’ve learned
over the years, and my own mistakes
too, that I’ve made in my ministry.  

CSH: What do you see as the advan-
tages a young man has, when studying

for the priesthood in Rome, as opposed
to getting their formation in the United
States?

Bishop-elect Checchio: There are
lots of benefits to studying to Rome.
Of course, there are similarities, in
building up the four pillars of semi-
nary formation: the intellectual, spir-
itual, pastoral and human develop-
ment.

(Just as American seminaries do),
we look for men who are bright,
striving for holiness, who are bal-
anced, pastorally motivated, but also
for a man who has a good degree of
flexibility, to be able to live in a for-

eign culture, to study a foreign lan-
guage, and be in the mix of the inter-
national scene; people are there not
only from the city of Rome, but from
all over the world.

Pope Pius IX’s vision was to have
all these national colleges in the city,
so that countries don’t become iso-
lated in a sense, thinking their
church is the church; there’s more to
it than Camden, or the United States.

It’s such a broadening experience
for a man to see all that’s going on in
the world, and the church, and the
needs, the benefits and the crosses
that some of these churches carry. It

kind of helps to have a broader
vision in a sense. It’s a unique
opportunity for a man to experience
something different.

In addition, it’s close to the Holy
Father, and he becomes a welcome
friend and voice, (when men) go
every week to hear him speak, and
receive his blessing. So much of the
life of the church takes place in
Rome, the pope becomes a true
Father to us, by our proximity.

CSH: Are you going to miss  Rome?
Bishop-elect Checchio: I miss the

men at the college, and aspects of
the seminary life, but I was long
enough in Rome, and ready to come
home.

Being the rector at NAC is going to
be one of the privileges of my life
and my priestly ministry. To have
that job and the opportunity to inter-
act with the young men, to help form
future priests and shepherds of the
flock, be able to influence them a bit,
and how they will approach the
priesthood, it certainly was an honor
and a privilege.

But I missed family and friends
primarily, and the opportunities for
ministry. I have good friends here,
but it’s not the same when you don’t
interact with them regularly. I
missed the parish experience. And I
recently had the unique opportunity
to marry my nephews, my sister’s
children, and baptize my great-
niece.

I’m so grateful for the experiences
I had there over the years, but home
is home.

CSH: What are your thoughts about
the state of the Catholic Church, and
where it is headed?

Bishop-elect Checchio: It’s a great
time for the Catholic Church, I think.
The church is growing throughout
the world, the message of the Gospel
is spreading.

The future of the church, the
future of the priesthood in the
United States is strong and growing.
During my time at NAC, the place
went from 140 to 250 seminarians,
with 101 U.S. dioceses sending men
there for formation.

The men coming forward and
answering God’s call are so inspir-
ing. I give them credit, number one,
just for hearing it; in this day and
age, the ability to hear a call is very
difficult and challenging.
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On Rome, home and parish ministry:

An interview with Bishop-elect James F. Checchio

BISHOP-ELECT JAMES F. CHECCHIO

I’m so grateful for the experiences 
I had there over the years, but 

home is home.

(continued on page S24)

“

”
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DEANERY III
CONGRATULATES

THE MOST REVEREND JAMES F. CHECCHIO, D.D., J.C.D.
BISHOP ELECT of METUCHEN

PASTORS PARISHES
Reverend Monsignor Joseph V. Di Mauro, V.F. Holy Angels, Woodbury
Reverend Anthony R. DiBardino Catholic Community of the Holy Spirit, Mullica Hill 
Reverend Raymond P. Gormley Church of the Incarnation, Mantua
Reverend John P. Picinic Holy Family, Sewell
Reverend Joseph T. Szolack Infant Jesus, Woodbury Heights
Reverend William J. Kelly Mary, Mother of Mercy, Glassboro
Reverend Cadmus D. Mazzarella Our Lady of Peace, Williamstown
Reverend Ariel Hernandez Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Newfield
Reverend John A. Cavagnaro Our Lady of the Lakes, Collings Lakes
Reverend Monsignor Roger E. McGrath, Ph.D. Ss. Peter & Paul, Turnersville
Reverend Matthew Weber St. Bridget, Glassboro
Reverend Charles J. Colozzi St. Gabriel the Archangel, Carneys Point
Reverend David A. Grover St. Clare of Assisi, Gibbstown
Reverend Jaromir Michalak St. Michael the Archangel, Clayton

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES
Reverend Robert E. Hughes, Reverend Michael M. Romano,
Vicar General/Moderator of the Curia Secretary to Bishop/Director of Vocations

PAROCHIAL VICARS
Reverend Gustavo Agudelo Reverend Christopher T. Bakey
Reverend Hugh J. Bradley Reverend John E. Bruni
Reverend Thomas S. Capperella Reverend Robert J. D’Imperio
Reverend Felipe L. Doldan Reverend Michael J. Goyette
Reverend Robert J. Kantz, II Reverend Grace Manano
Reverend Christopher T. Mann Reverend Kevin J. Mohan
Reverend Robert Ngageno Reverend Alfred Onyutha
Reverend Joseph Cuong T. Pham Reverend Tomy O. Thomas

RETIRED
Reverend Joseph J. Adamson Reverend Monsignor James P. Curran
Reverend Monsignor William P. Graham Reverend Robert J. Gregorio, S.T.D.
Reverend Robert Longo Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. McIntyre 
Reverend Monsignor Victor S. Muro Reverend Monsignor Leonard Scott, J.C.D.
Reverend Monsignor James T. Tracy, P.A., Ph.D

AD  MULTOS  ANNOS !



In accordance with the Roman
Catholic Church’s heraldic tradition,
the Coat of Arms of a Bishop is nor-
mally composed by:

- a shield with its charges (sym-
bols) coming from family, geo-
graphic, religious and historical
meanings and/or referring to the
name of the Bishop;

- a golden processional  cross,
with one traversal bar, to represent
the rank of the Bishop, “impaled”
(vertically) behind the shield;

- a green hat (galero) with 12 (six
on each side) attached tassels,
graded 1, 2 and 3, from the top; and

- a scroll with the motto, written
in black, located beneath the
shield.

Here a samnitic shape shield has
been chosen, which frequently is
used in Roman Catholic Church her-
aldry, and a botonny processional
cross with five red stones to repre-
sent the Five Wounds of Our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

Motto
“RECONCILIAMINI DEO ”

(2 Cor 5:20)

For his episcopal motto, Bishop
Checchio has chosen these Latin
words taken from St. Paul’s Second
Letter to the Corinthians: Pro
Christo ergo legatione fungimur,
tamquam Deo exhortante per nos.
Obsecramus pro Christo, reconcil-
iamini Deo – We are ambassadors in
Christ’s stead, so that it is as though
God is admonishing through us. In
Christ’s stead we pray: Be reconciled
to God. During the great Jubilee Year
of Mercy, Bishop Checchio has cho-
sen this motto which recalls St.
Paul’s appeal for us to continue this
central mission for which Jesus was
sent by the Father.  

Blazonry (heraldic description) of
the Coat of Arms

of Bishop James F. Checchio

“Party per pale. Dexter: quarterly, Or
and Argent, in dexter chief a tongue of
fire Gules; in sinister base the letter “M”
Azure, crowned of the second; overall a
cross moline of the fourth. Sinister:

Azure, a chevron Argent between a
sheep statant and regardant of the last,
debruised by a shepherd’s crook Or, in
base and a shell of the last in dexter
chief and a crescent of the second in sin-
ister chief.”

Interpretation

In the heraldic shield, right and
left are exchanged from the observer
point of view since we have to con-
sider the right and the left of the sol-
dier who, in ancient time used to
hold his own shield. On the left side
of the shield, we find represented
the Coat of Arms of the Diocese of
Metuchen which is based on both
the arms of the See of Trenton, NJ,
from which it was separated as well
as those of Saint John Paul II, the
pope who erected the diocese on
November 19, 1981. 

The shield is divided into four
quadrants representing the four
counties of Middlesex, Somerset,
Hunterdon and Warren that com-
prise the diocesan territory. The gold
and silver colors, also shown in her-
aldry as yellow and white, respec-
tively, are the colors used on the flag
of the Vatican City State. Because of
this, they are known as the papal col-
ors.

The cross Moline is taken from the
arms of the See of Trenton. This
shape of the cross is often associated
with the Order of St. Benedict in her-
aldry. Its blue color here is the
reverse of the Trenton arms, which
depict a gold cross on a blue field.

In the upper left of the shield,
there is a red tongue of fire: the word
“Metuchen” is derived from the
Lenne Lenape Indian word
“metachen,” which means, “fire-
wood.” In addition this symbol is
associated with the descent of the
Holy Spirit on the apostles at
Pentecost. 

In the lower right, we see a blue
letter “M” surmounted by a silver
crown: this is the monogram for
Mary, Our Queen. The diocese is
under the patronage of the
Queenship of Mary. In addition, the
crown is taken from the arms of
Theodore Cardinal McCarrick, the
founding bishop of Metuchen, who
was ordained to the priesthood on
the Feast of the Queenship of Mary.
The “M” also appears in the arms of
Saint John Paul II.  

The right side is occupied by the
personal arms of Bishop Checchio.

This part of the shield is in blue
(Azure), the color which symbolizes
the separation from the worldly val-
ues and the ascent of the soul toward
God, therefore the run of the celes-
tial virtues which raise themselves
from the things of the earth toward
the sky.

The chevron is an heraldic device,
best described as an inverted “V,”
and is one of the most ancient fig-
ures in Roman Catholic Church her-
aldry; it signifies the rafter, which
holds the roof of the church, and
symbolizes the concept of protec-
tion, which is the responsibility of
the bishop who teaches, governs and
sanctifies. The chevron is in silver
(argent), the color of transparency,
also of truth and justice, which are
fundamental requirements of the
Bishop’s pastoral service.

Under the chevron, we find a
sheep debruised by a shepherd’s

crook to represent the ten years of
forming men for the priesthood as
Rector at the Pontifical North
American College in Rome before
being entrusted with the flock of the
People of God of the Diocese of
Metuchen.

The shell, a symbol of St. James,
recalls the name of the Bishop and
that of his father, who with his moth-
er, Helen, presented their son for
baptism and raised him in the faith.
The crescent moon appears on the
coat of arms of the Diocese of
Camden, where Bishop Checchio
was born and brought up in the
Catholic faith and for whose service
the Bishop was ordained a priest.
Moreover, the silver crescent honors
Our Blessed Mother, in her title of
the Immaculate Conception; this
charge also appears on the arms of
the Pontifical North American
College, where the Bishop was
formed for the priesthood and later
served as Rector.
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Description of the Coat of Arms of H.E.
The Most Reverend James Francis Checchio

Bishop of Metuchen, NJ - U.S.A.
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Our Lady of Peace Parish
Williamstown, New Jersey

Laudate Dominum!

Congratulations and many blessings to

Bishop James Checchio!

The Priests, Deacons and People of Holy Eucharist Parish, Cherry Hill

Fr. George Seiter

Pastor
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By Patricia Quigley

They would call Jimmy Checchio’s
parents, the older folks on his
Courier-Post paper route back in the
day. 

To complain? Oh, no, to thank
them for their son, who would finish
his route and then run to pick up a
quart of milk or something else they
had requested.

The man who grew up to be
Bishop-elect James F. Checchio of
Metuchen was by all accounts of his
father, James, and mother, Helen, a
nice kid.

“All the seniors on his route loved
him,” his mother said.

“He was a good boy. He was a nor-
mal boy,” his father said. He was
“always a thoughtful, caring person.”

The future fifth bishop of the
Diocese of Metuchen, now 50, liked
to fish and play baseball, studied
hard and was a social child and
youth.

The Bishop-elect grew up in Saint
John Parish in Collingswood and
attended the parish elementary
school and Paul VI High School in
Haddon Township.

(Saint John and Holy Saviour
Parish in Westmont have since com-
bined to form Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta Parish. Saint John School
combined with Holy Saviour and
adopted the name Good Shepherd
Regional School.)

Bishop-elect Checchio is the third
of four children and the first son. His
siblings are Maryann, Linda and
David, all of whom are married,
reside in the Diocese of Camden and
between them have five children and
one grandchild.

Theirs was an Ozzie and Harriett
family. 

“We really didn’t have any trouble
at all,” Helen Checchio said. “I was a
stay-at-home mom. There was a sit-
down dinner every night. They were
a good group. They were easy to
raise.”

The siblings stayed close after
childhood, visiting each other at col-
lege, seeing each other at holidays
and more as adults.

The Bishop-elect was private
about his intention to become a
priest. 

“We actually found out when he
was a freshman in college and was
accepted into seminary,” his mother
said.

They were, she said, “delighted,
absolutely floored and delighted.”

He was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Camden in June 1992. 

He served in parishes and as sec-
retary to Bishop James T. McHugh
and held several administrative
posts in the Diocese of Camden,
including chancellor, director of
communications, moderator of the
curia and episcopal vicar.

Then he began his years in Rome
at North American College. After his

decade as rector there, he came back
to the United States to begin a sab-
batical that would last until July. His
plans included spending time with
family and friends, going on retreat,
studying Spanish and beginning to
write a book on seminary formation.

The emotions his parents felt
when their son announced his inten-

tion to become a priest repeated
themselves this spring when they
were in Florida, sitting down to a
pork tenderloin dinner, when their
son called them from a trip to
Minnesota with the news that Pope
Francis had just appointed the
Collingswood native bishop of a dio-
cese north of South Jersey.

They were, in a few words, delight-
ed, excited and shocked. 

“We were having guests that night
for dinner, so we celebrated,” Helen
Checchio said. “I still can’t believe
it.”

The couple has received a lot of
attention since then. The Diocese
of Camden and Paul VI High
School both sent them flowers,
and, of course, family, friends and
parishioners at Blessed Teresa
Parish have been effusive with
congratulations. The family has
celebrated the news with several
parties.

As for the future, the parents’ wish
for their son is similar to those of
many other parents, according to his
father: “that he continues to be suc-
cessful and happy in what he does.
All he ever wanted to be was a parish
priest.”

The paperboy who helped the neighbors

Bishop-elect Checchio, with siblings, nieces and nephews, celebrates the 50th
anniversary of his parents, Helen and James, at his home parish, Saint John in
Collingswood.

Bishop-elect James F. Checchio baptizes the son of friends, the Kowalskis.

Bishop-elect Checchio with his par-
ents, Helen and James.

“All he ever
wanted to be was
a parish priest.”
— James Checchio

“

”
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Bishop-Elect Checchio
 

Warmest Congratulations  
and Prayers! 

 

Msgr. Burton, Clergy and People  
of 

Christ the Good Shepherd Parish 
 

1655 Magnolia Road 
Vineland, NJ 08361 

856-691-9077 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe Parish
Marmora   

We extend our congratulations
and best wishes to

Bishop James Checchio,
the fifth Bishop of Metuchen.

Ad multos annos!            



By Frank Sinatra

During Bishop-elect James F.
Checchio’s press conference for his
papal appointment on March 8, he
said that he was “blessed with a
great home parish,” Saint John in
Collingswood.

His fond words for the parish he
grew up in have been echoed by that
faith community, where he’s never
been known as “Father” or “Msgr.
Checchio.” He’s always been
“Jimmy.”

“Everyone was happy because
they know him.
And they know
him as ‘Jimmy.’
They’re still talk-
ing about
Jimmy,” explains
Father John
Bohrer, adminis-
trator at Blessed
Teresa. (Saint
John and Holy
Saviour Parish in
Westmont in
recent years
combined to form Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta Parish. Saint John School
combined with Holy Saviour and
adopted the name Good Shepherd
Regional School.)

“Every time they talk about him,
it’s Jimmy. They all know him as a
young boy from the community. He
and his family are well known. There
is a lot of just simple pride. He’s one
of us,” said Father Bohrer.

If anyone has the right to call him
“Jimmy,” Margaret Mascio does.

“Jimmy was a bright and energetic
student filled with much enthusi-
asm,” says the woman who taught
him in third grade. 

“He was well-liked by his class-
mates and was always involved. I
remember, clearly, Jimmy’s bright
smile and freckled nose. He was a pos-
itive influence and he added laughter
to our day,” said Mascio, who has been
teaching at the school for 43 years.

“Somehow, I always knew he
would become a leader in whatever
God called him to do,” she added.

During Bishop-elect Checchio’s
formative years, “Jimmy” exhibited
many of the qualities that a good
bishop possesses, according to Msgr.
Joseph M. Mannion, who served as
pastor at St. John’s for nearly three
decades and has known the
Checchio and family for almost four.  

“Jim was an excellent student.
Even back in those days, he had
some of those leadership qualities.
He had a very outgoing personality

and a great sense of humor. He was
involved in things like student gov-
ernment. The whole family was very
involved with the parish.”

“His mom and dad are such nice
people. They’re very down to Earth,”
added Father Bohrer. “They really
have gifted their son with the same
good sense of humor, practicality,
and if you’ll pardon the theft from
Saint Francis de Sales, ‘inspired
common sense.’” 

A member of St. John’s Catholic
School’s Class of 1980, Bishop-elect
Checchio was religiously influ-
enced in part by the Sisters of
Mercy, who taught at the school.
The Mercy Sisters’ educational
ministry has spanned 170 years,
with institutions located in 20 states
in the continental U.S., one territory
and in five countries. In fact, the
order’s motherhouse is Watchung,
located within the Diocese of

Metuchen. And while many things
have changed — Saint John’s is now
Good Shepherd Regional Catholic
School; the Mercy Sisters are no
longer there; and like other
Catholic schools, enrollment is
lower than it used to be — the com-
mitment of the faith community to
provide a strong, Catholic educa-
tion hasn’t wavered.

“I think the parents and the facul-
ty have a strong desire to keep that
school Catholic and keep that
Catholic school part of the commu-
nity,” explains Father Bohrer.
“There’s very strong support from
everyone involved. We support the
school 110 percent.”

Donald Garecht, principal, uses
the phrase “family-oriented” in talk-
ing about the school both during
Bishop-elect Checchio’s time and
now.

Good Shepherd is a small school
with a proven record of academic
success and a strong emphasis on
faith. “Catholic identity is at the fore-
front of all we do,” he states in his
message on the school’s website.
Bishop-elect Checchio still comes
back to visit the parish from time to
time, taking the opportunity to
speak with students and participate
in liturgy. And as “Jimmy” prepares
to shepherd a new faith community
in the Diocese of Metuchen, he’ll
take with him the important lessons
he learned in the pew and the class-
room.

“I think going to a diocese like
Metuchen and coming from a dio-
cese like Camden, his experiences
will help him,” says Msgr. Mannion.
“He’ll have a good understanding.
He’ll have some of the qualities like
Pope Francis: a very gentle, merciful
approach to people. 

“With the grace the God, he’ll be
an excellent Bishop of Metuchen,” he
added. “That’s my wish and prayer
for him.”
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In his home town, he’ll always be ‘Jimmy’

SAINT JOHN CHURCH, BLESSED TERESA OF CALCUTTA PARISH,
COLLINGSWOOD

In recent years Saint John School merged with Holy Saviour School in
Westmont and is now known as Good Shepherd Regional School. “Catholic
identity is at the forefront of all we do,” says Donald Garecht, principal.

SAINT JOHN
SCHOOL CLASS

OF 1980

“I remember, clearly,
Jimmy's bright smile
and freckled nose.”

— Margaret Mascio, 
third grade teacher

”

“
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Absecon
Rev. Perry A. Cherubini
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Rev. Sung Heum (John) Kim
St. Andrew Kim Korean Catholic Mission
Holy Spirit High School

Atlantic City
Rev. Jon Thomas
St. Monica Parish
Our Lady Star of the Sea Regional School

Brigantine
Rev. William S. Vandegrift
St. Thomas

Egg Harbor Township
Rev. John J. Vignone, VF
St. Katharine Drexel

Galloway (& Egg Harbor City)
Rev. Nicholas Dudo
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Assumption Regional School

Hammonton
Rev. Thomas S. Donio

St. Mary of Mt. Carmel
St. Joseph Regional Elementary School

St. Joseph High School

Linwood
Rev. Paul Harte

Our Lady of Sorrows

Margate (Longport & Ventnor)
Rev. Joseph R. Ferrara

Holy Trinity

Mays Landing (& Dorothy)
Rev. Edward F. Heintzelman

St. Vincent de Paul
St. Vincent de Paul Regional School

Northfield
Rev. Jason Rocks

St. Gianna Beretta Molla

Somers Point
Rev. Edward F. Namiotka

St. Joseph
St. Joseph Regional School

Congratulations
on your Episcopal Ordination and Installation

MOST REVEREND JAMES F. CHECCHIO
as

BISHOP OF METUCHEN
You have our prayers and best wishes as you begin shepherding 

the People of God in the Diocese of Metuchen.
From the Pastors, Parishes and Schools of Deanery 4
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By Frank Sinatra

According to Michael Chambers,
president of Paul VI High School in
Haddon Township and a member of
the Class of ’94, the faculty and stu-
dents at Paul VI were “elated by the
news” of the papal appointment of
Msgr. James F. Checchio, ‘84, as the
next bishop of Metuchen. 

“In my letter to
Monsignor, I wrote
about the Paul VI
community hearing
the bells from South
Brunswick. This is
the first time one of
our own is becoming
a bishop.

“Monsignor is an
example to our stu-
dents, in particular to our mission: to
bring the Gospel to young people
who are still learning to use their tal-
ents,” adds Chambers. “He’s a prime
Gospel example for our students, to
be willing to accept God’s plan in
our lives, whatever that may be: to
religious, married or single life.”

A member of the Paul VI family
who is particularly excited for
Bishop-elect Checchio is the school’s
principal, Sister Marianne McCann.
In preparation for this interview,
Sister McCann, who has known
James Checchio since his freshman
year, pulled out a variety of photos
from the bishop-elect’s time at Paul
VI. She’s watched him grow over the
years, first as a student and a travel-
er to Europe during the school’s
trips abroad; then as a seminarian
and a priest.

“I’m looking at a picture of him
when he was in Rome at St. Peter’s
Square, sitting with his sister Linda,”
says Sister McCann. (Linda
McCarron, Class of 1982, is a current
member of the PVI Board of
Trustees.) 

Sister McCann reflected on the
formation of Bishop-elect Checchio’s
priestly vocation. “Could I have
imagined it in him then? Yes. When
did he get that thought? I don’t
know.

“I think he has always been pas-
toral. I know him as a good listener.
I think he’s had that in his work
experience. I think that’s what you
need: if you’re caring; if you’re pas-
toral; if you’re a listener; if you’re
close to God in prayer. You can just
tell he comes from his depths of his
life of prayer. Whatever challenges
he faces, he’ll be able to meet
them.”

Paul VI High School has done an
extraordinary job of fostering voca-
tions to the priesthood and religious
life. Currently, the school has helped
in the formation of 10 priests, partic-
ularly one Bishop-elect, and five reli-
gious sisters, as well as one deacon
and three seminarians. They’ve also
helped to lay the foundation for
countless families grounded in the
Catholic faith.

“The presence and example of the
diocesan priests and the Sisters
Filippini, as well as our lay faculty,
help to foster these vocations. It’s a
team effort,” says Chambers.

“I don’t know what it is about the
place,” adds Sister McCann. “We have
7:30 a.m. Mass in our chapel; a num-
ber of kids go every day. It’s impor-
tant to teach the kids about religious

vocations. It’s a
gift that you
give of yourself,
the best of your-
self.”

A few short weeks ago, Bishop-
elect Checchio visited his alma
mater and spoke with the senior reli-
gion classes. “It’s nice to have him
back, even for an hour,” explains
Chambers. In addition, Chambers
and Sister McCann had an opportu-
nity to give him a tour of the build-
ing and highlighted some of the
changes on campus. 

A small contingent from Paul VI
will be on hand for Bishop-elect
Checchio’s installation on May 3;
Sister McCann can’t wait.  

“I am so thrilled you cannot imag-
ine,” says Sister McCann. “It’s some-

thing that happens so rarely; to
know someone so well, to know their
family, to know them throughout the
years and then to have this appoint-
ment from the pope, it’s like it’s hap-
pening in my family. I will be there
with bells on. I have a wide smile just
thinking of the event.”

“Our school community will sup-
port and continue to pray for Bishop
Checchio as he begins his faithful
journey to shepherd the Diocese of
Metuchen,” says Chambers. “Paul VI
will always be an extension for and
to him from the Diocese of Camden.
He’s an Eagle.”

Paul VI proud of their soaring eagle

“Paul VI will always be an
extension for and to him from

the Diocese of Camden. 
He’s an Eagle.”

— Michael Chambers, president, 
Paul VI High School

THE EXTERIOR OF PAUL VI HIGH SCHOOL, HADDON TOWNSHIP

CLASS OF
1984

Bishop-elect James F. Checchio visits with Paul VI stu-
dents on April 8.

“

”
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From staff and wire reports

Bishop-elect James F. Checchio,
who holds a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration, went to North
American College in Rome to work
with numbers as vice rector for
administration. He did that for two
years.

Then he became rector, and for the
next decade he worked with people.
Specifically, he helped form young
men who had decided to give their
lives to the church by becoming
priests. 

Since 2005, when Bishop-elect
Checchio was appointed rector of
the U.S. seminary in Rome, 490 of his
students became priests. Bishop
Checchio also oversaw the largest
class sizes the college has enrolled
since the late 1960s and, for the past
five years, a full house of about 250
men.

When he returned to the United
States this year, his plans included
writing a book on seminary forma-
tion. Pope Francis, on the other
hand, planned for him to head the
Diocese of Metuchen.

Clearly, forming seminarians was
work that he loved.

“Their enthusiasm is contagious,”
he said in an interview with Cathoic
News Service earlier this year when
he ended his tenure at North
American College. “They really are
just very enthusiastic young men;
sure, idealistic, and they should be.”

The men, he said, give him hope
for the church's future. “They are
such good, strong men ready to go
do the work of evangelization and
care for souls.”

“It's hard to walk away from that,”
Bishop Checchio said.

The NAC, as it is called by the
seminarians who live there, had “just
turned 50” when he arrived in 2003
as vice-rector. He returns to the
United States Jan. 30, finishing a 10-
year stint at the helm.

Pope Francis visited the college
last May, making it the only national
seminary in Rome he has visited.

The NAC formation program has
as one of its top priorities the devel-
opment of what Bishop-elect
Checchio terms “friendship with
Christ.” It is an emphasis that found
a receptive audience with Pope
Francis.

Reflecting on a private meeting he
had with the pontiff, a former Jesuit
novice master, Bishop-elect
Checchio said, “He had good keen
insights. He asked, 'What do you
do? How do you do it? There's a lot

of men, how do you take care of
them?”

“The big emphasis that he had was
on fraternal, communal life,” Bishop-
elect Checchio said. “He said that's

where they learn; how they interact
with one another here, and their
sense of serving one another here is
going to be how they dispose them-
selves later.”

Though the program at the NAC is
rigorous, “there's no cookie-cutter
‘Checchio seminarian,’” the outgoing
rector said at the time.

Having done his own seminary
studies at the NAC from the late ‘80s
to early ‘90s, Bishop-elect Checchio
said a lot has changed at the college
in the past 20 years.

Following the clerical sex abuse
crisis, the college required men to
have a psychological evaluation
before coming to Rome and there is
now a staff psychologist on the col-
lege premises.

“The scandals that the priesthood
experienced have made them (semi-
narians) step back,” he said. “They
are ashamed by it, number one, as
we all are, but they also want to
make sure they are formed the best
they can be going forward.”

New tests and evaluations are not
the only changes, however. Bishop-
elect Checchio said the seminarians
are different, too.

The seminarians today are “much
more open and transparent, docile
than we were, much more prayerful,
too; they take the development of
their spiritual life very seriously,
their love for the poor. They are real-
ly exceptional,” he said.

APRIL 29, 2016 CATHOLIC STAR HERALD — S15Bishop James F. Checchio

“Be Reconciled To God”

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Msgr. James F. Checchio participates in a groundbreaking for a 10-story building at the Pontifical North American
College in Rome April 12, 2013. 

CNS photo/Christopher Brashears, PNAC Photo Service

Msgr. Checchio stands with Pontifical North American College seminarians as
they celebrate after winning the Clericus Cup soccer tournament in Rome in
2013. 

The Checchio Decade at North American College



S16 — CATHOLIC STAR HERALD APRIL 29, 2016Congratulations

We Offer Joyous and Prayerful
Best Wishes to

MOST REVEREND

JAMES F. CHECCHIO

Upon his 
Episcopal Ordination 

and Installation as
Bishop of the 

Diocese of Metuchen

Rev. Thomas J. Barcellona 
and the parishioners of

Christ the Redeemer
Atco, NJ

Congratulations and Best Wishes to

Most Reverend

James F. Checchio

on his appointment as 

Bishop of the Diocese of Metuchen.

May God’s choicest blessings

be upon you.

Rev. Joseph D. Wallace,

Clergy, Sisters, 

Parishioners,

and Families of:

The Parish of

Notre Dame de la Mer 

Wildwood Catholic High School

Cape Trinity Catholic School



By Peter G. Sánchez

Bishop-elect James F.
Checchio has been working in
Rome at North American
College for a dozen years, but
he has never been forgotten
by those he worked with in
South Jersey.

Since the day his appoint-
ment to Metuchen was
announced, fellow priests
and former co-workers, as
well as priests who studied in
Rome, have been quick with
warm memories and compli-
ments. 

Describing Bishop-elect
Checchio as “down to earth,”
many people said they
expected his influence to
grow in the church, and that
the church would be better for
that.

And they remember a priest
with an infectous laugh.

“None of us was surprised.
We expected it to happen,”
said Father David Rivera of
Bishop-elect Checchio’s
appointment to Metuchen.

Father Rivera’s seminary
studies were spent at Rome’s
Pontifical North American
College, 2005-11, a time when
Bishop-elect Checchio was
serving as vice rector, and
later rector, there.  

Father Rivera, now parochial
vicar at Holy Cross Parish in
Bridgeton, recalled that he, the rec-
tor, and his fellow seminarians
from South Jersey would frequently
have a “Camden night” out in
Rome.

“Along with the formation of sem-
inarians, another part of Msgr.
Checchio's responsibilities when he
was the rector of the North
American College was the Casa
Santa Maria where American priests
live when pursuing graduate studies
in Rome. I lived there from 2008 to
2011,” said Father James L.
Bartoloma, chancellor.

“I was always impressed how
Msgr. Checchio would come to the
Casa at least once a week to check in
and have lunch with the priests.
There he was not so much the rector
of the seminary but a brother priest
who went out of his way to make
things as accommodating as possi-
ble for those of us who were sent for
further studies after we had already
been ordained for some time,” he
said.

Father Nicholas Dudo also studied
at the college while Bishop-elect
Checchio was there, from 2004-09.
The former rector was a “personable,
down-to-earth” priest, who cared for
and respected the men under his
tutelage, he said.

“He always asked for input on how
our seminary lives were, listened to
us, and made adjustments” when
necessary, Father Dudo, now pastor
of Galloway Township’s Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, said.

“I am sure he will do great things
in Metuchen, as he has done in
Rome and Camden,” he added.

Msgr. James Tracy is a close friend
of Bishop-elect Checchio and also
knows his family well.

When Msgr. Tracy, now retired,
was pastor at Saint Bridget in
Glassboro, the Bishop-elect spent
one summer home from the semi-
nary, serving at his parish. A few
years later, as a priest studying in
Rome, Bishop-elect Checchio had
two summer assignments at Saint
Peter Celestine in Cherry Hill, while
Msgr. Tracy was pastor there.

The retired priest believes Bishop-
elect Checchio’s “down-to-earth,
humble demeanor, hearty laugh,
and ready smile” will be well-
received in Metuchen.

“He touches everyone, and he is a
true witness to the value of the
Gospel,” Msgr. Tracy added. “He
made an impression on me, as well
as with anyone he has met, or will
meet. I look up to him as a true
friend.”

Msgr. Joseph M.  Mannion, now
retired, was pastor at Saint John
Parish in Collingswood, where the
young Bishop-elect attended Mass
with his family as he grew up, and
attended the elementary school.

“He was a fine, bright, insightful
young man, involved in the parish as
an altar boy,” Msgr. Mannion said.
Over the years, the two have kept in
touch, as Bishop-elect Checchio’s
family still resides in the
Collingswood area.

The young boy’s parents, very
active in the parish and school, no
doubt influenced their son’s future
vocation, the retired priest believed.

“Their commitment and spiri-
tuality influenced him,” he
said.

Noting Bishop-elect
Checchio’s proximity to Pope
Francis while in Rome, Msgr.
Mannion said the Holy
Father’s gift of extending the
Gospel to all will influence his
work in Metuchen.

“In the mold of Pope
Francis, he will reach out to
those searching for meaning
and happiness,” said Msgr.
Mannion. “I have no doubt
that he will do well, and be a
tremendous blessing to
Metuchen.”

From 1997-2003, Bishop-elect
Checchio was vice-chancellor
of the Diocese of Camden, and
worked with the chancellor,
Msgr. Joseph Pokusa.  

“He has a very pastoral
inclination to his interaction
with both clergy and the faith-
ful.” Msgr. Pokusa, now senior
priest at Runnemede’s Holy
Child Parish, remembered.

“His broad background and
experiences should be a won-
derful blessing for everyone of
the Diocese of Metuchen,” he
said.

For Bishop-elect Checchio’s
first three years as vice chan-
cellor, Anna Summers served
as his secretary in the dioce-

san offices.
“The news is unbelievable, when

you know somebody all those years,”
said Summers, now secretary for the
vicar general and chancellor in the
diocese.

At the same time, seeing his
assignments in Camden, and even-
tual appointment to Rome, “You
knew that he was destined for some-
thing” higher, she said.

She remembered frequent lunch
outings to Collingswood, laughs
(“the laughter kept things light,” she
said), and his thoughtfulness, during
his time in Camden’s offices, and
after.

“He always brought back sou-
venirs from places he visited,” she
said. “While he was rector, he always
kept in touch with e-mails and
Christmas cards.”

Summers still recalls, from time to
time, the words he said to her after a
particularly trying time: “Keep your
eye on the plow,” she recalled. “I’m
happy for my friend. He’ll be good.
And the people of Metuchen will
love him.”
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Photo by Mike Walsh

Bishop-elect Checchio greets priests of the Diocese of Camden at the Chrism Mass March 22
at Saint Agnes Church, Our Lady of Hope Parish, Blackwood.

Memories of a priest with a hearty laugh
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Collingswood, NJ 
 

We are so proud of Bishop-Elect Checchio, a son of  
St. John�s Church and School. 

 

May God bless you with continued good humor,  
a creative imagination,  

and the gift of inspired common sense. 
 

Peace and every blessing! 
 

Congratulations and the promise of our prayers from your 
friends and family at Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish! 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr. William J. Kelly 
and the parishioners of 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Parish 
(Glassboro & Pitman) 

heartily congratulate 
Monsignor James Checchio 

on his appointment as 
Bishop of the Diocese of Metuchen 

Our prayers for many blessings  
are with you on your new  

Mission as Shepherd! 

Our Congratulations and

Prayerful Best Wishes

Are with you,

Bishop James F. Checchio

On the occasion of your

Installation as the next

Bishop of Metuchen

The Priests, Deacons, Sisters,

Staff & Parishioners

Saint Andrew the Apostle Church

Gibbsboro
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On May 3, the Feast of Saints
Phillip and James, Bishop James F.
Checchio will be ordained and
installed as the fifth bishop of the
Diocese of Metuchen.

Archbishop John J. Myers of
Newark will serve as the principal
consecrator at the installation
Mass, which will take place at 2
p.m. at the Church of the Sacred
Heart, South Plainfield.

On the eve of the ordination,
Monday, May 2, there will be a cel-
ebration of Evening Prayer and
blessing of his pontifical insignia
at 6 p.m. at the Cathedral of St.
Francis of Assisi, Metuchen. 

Admittance to all events is by
ticket only. 

To allow for greater participation
of the faithful, the Diocese of
Metuchen, in concert with the
Diocese of Brooklyn, will provide a
live satellite broadcast of the Mass
NET TV, EWTN and CatholicTV
(check with your television
provider for channel listings in
your area) and will be simultane-
ously streamed online on the asso-
ciated websites, including the
diocesan website, at http://diome-
tuchen.org/ordination. 

Live coverage will begin with a
1:30 p.m. procession leading up to
the 2 p.m. liturgy. Following the
Mass, a link to the recording will
be posted on the diocesan website
for later viewing.

Watch the live stream of the May 3
installation Mass for The Most
Reverend James Francis Checchio:

Diocese of Metuchen Website:
http://diometuchen.org/ordination 

NET TV – Diocese of Brooklyn:
http://netny.tv 

EWTN – Global Catholic
Network: http://www.ewtn.com 

CatholicTV – New England
Region: http://www.catholictv.com
or http://catholictv.com/watch-live 

Ordination and

Installation of

Bishop-elect

James F.

Checchio

Bishop-elect James F. Checchio over the years, clock-
wise from top: at his ordination to the priesthood on June
20, 1992 in Camden’s Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, with Bishop James T. McHugh and
Auxiliary Bishop James L. Schad, and his parents Helen
and James; with chancery colleagues Pat Garton,
Bishop McHugh, Rita Bernert and Anna Summers, cele-
brating Bishop McHugh’s installation as Bishop of
Rockville Centre in 2000; Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio with
the newly-named Monsignors John Frey and Checchio
in Rome, during a diocesan pilgrimage in the year 2000.

Photo by James A. McBride

Photo by James A. McBride

Over the years
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May
God

Lead
Your

PathThe Parish Community
of St. Charles Borromeo
Sicklerville, New Jersey

†
Our Prayers

and

Best Wishes
to

Most Reverend
James F. Checchio

Our Lady Star of the Sea
Cape May, NJ

Congratulations and Best Wishes to 

Most Reverend
James Checchio

and all of his family
as he becomes 

the Shepherd of the People
of the Diocese of Metuchen.

“We are bishops of the Church, shepherds appointed by
God to feed his flock. Our greatest joy is to be shepherds,
and only shepherds, pastors with undivided hearts and
selfless devotion. We need to preserve this joy.” 
[Pope Francis to the Bishops of the United States during his visit].

The Parishioners of Christ the King
Haddonfield, NJ
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The history of the Diocese of
Metuchen dates back to the late
17th century when the first
Catholics to settle in New Jersey
were French and Irish immigrants.
Many of these settlers established
themselves in the territory known
as East Jersey, which included the
area now known as Middlesex
County. 

The first priest to celebrate Mass
for Catholics in this area came from
Fort James, New York, around 1692.

By the 1820s, a number of Irish
Catholics had settled in New
Brunswick. The first recorded visit
of a priest there was in 1820. In
1829, Father Joseph Schneller came
to New Brunswick monthly. On
Dec. 18, 1831, the first Catholic
church in New Brunswick, dedicat-
ed to Saints Peter and Paul, was
blessed.

Father John Rogers, 1845-87, estab-
lished missions in Perth Amboy,
South Amboy and Metuchen, which
would become the see of a new dio-
cese in 1981.

During the 100 years that the area
was part of the Diocese of Trenton,
tremendous growth occurred and
parishes were established to meet
the needs of immigrant groups. On
Nov. 19, 1981, Pope John Paul II
established the Diocese of
Metuchen, naming Auxiliary Bishop

Theodore McCarrick of New York as
its first bishop.

The diocese embraces four New
Jersey counties: Middlesex,
Somerset, Hunterdon and Warren. It
now includes more than 500,000
Catholics. 

In June 1986, Bishop McCarrick
was transferred to the Archdiocese
of Newark, and on Feb. 5, 1987
Bishop Edward Hughes of
Philadelphia was installed as the
second bishop of the Metuchen
Diocese. 

When Bishop Hughes retired in
1997, Bishop Vincent De Paul Breen
of Brooklyn, New York, was appoint-
ed the third bishop of Metuchen.
Due to failing health Bishop Breen
retired in September 2001 and
Bishop John M. Smith was appointed
apostolic administrator of the dio-
cese. 

In January of 2002 Bishop Paul
Gregory Bootkoski was appointed
the fourth Bishop of Metuchen.

The diocese observed its 25th
anniversary in 2006.

On March 8, Pope Francis appoint-
ed Rev. Msgr. James F. Checchio as
the fifth bishop of Metuchen. 

Bishop-elect Checchio will be
ordained a bishop and installed for-
mally in the Diocese of Metuchen on
May 3, at the Church of the Sacred
Heart, South Plainfield.

Formation of the Diocese: 1981
Counties: Middlesex, Somerset,
Hunterdon, Warren
Population of Diocese: 644,851
Overall Population: 1,401,849

Parishes: 90
There are 15 Eastern Church
parishes under the jurisdiction of
their own bishops

Schools: 29 
• (24 Elementary; 4 High Schools; 1
Pre-K and K)
• Catholic School Enrollment: 9,278
• Elementary (Pre-K through Grade
8): 6,900 
• Secondary: 2,378

Religious Education Enrollment:
28,666
• Elementary: 28,060 
• Secondary: 606

Personnel
• Priests: 236
• Seminarians: 18
• Permanent Deacons: 168
• Women Religious: 248
• Men Religious: 7

Cemeteries
• Diocesan Cemeteries: 2 
• Parochial Cemeteries: 33

Healthcare & Social Institutions
• Hospitals: 1
• Health Care Clinics: 4
• Day Care & Extended Care: 1
• Homes for the Aged, Chronically
Ill and Handicapped: 5
• Half-way Homes: 5
• Social Service Centers: 9

Other Statistics
Reception into the Church
• Infant Baptisms: 4,014
• Adult Baptisms: 98
• Received into full Communion:
211
• First Communions: 5,077
• Confirmations: 5,165
• Marriages: 817
• Deaths: 3,539
Social Services
• Assisted in Catholic Hospitals:
443,026
• Assisted in Heath Care Centers:
22,893
• Assisted in Day Care, Extended
Day Care: 190
• Assisted in Homes for the Aged:
5,597
• Assisted in Specialized Half-way
Homes: 296
• Assisted in Social Service
Centers: 37,117

Photo by Michael Ehrmann

Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski of
Metuchen and Msgr. James F.
Checchio shake hands at a press
conference March 8 following the
announcement that Pope Francis had
accepted the resignation of Bishop
Bootkoski of Metuchen and named
as his successor Bishop-elect
Checchio.

Overview of the Metuchen Diocese

A brief history of the Diocese of Metuchen

CATHEDRAL OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI, METUCHEN
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Millville, New Jersey 

 

Congratulates 

 Msgr. James Checchio 

On being named  

 

Bishop of  

The Diocese of Metuchen! 
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Pontifical North 
American College

Our prayers
and congratulations  

go with you as you  
begin this new  

chapter of your  
priestly ministry!

- Very Rev. Peter Harman, Rector, 
and the priest faculty, staff, and  

students of the Pontifical  
North American College
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�t is true that the boy, 
James Checchio, began early 

to bring joy to those 
who knew him and continued

doing it for his whole life.

Now he joins Pope Francis 
in a ministry of joy to the world

and especially to those 
in his immediate care.

Bishop Jim, may the Holy Spirit
always be the wings 

of your highest hopes.

The People of
Sacred Heart Church,
Camden

Congratulations
on your Episcopal Ordination and Installation

MOST REVEREND

JAMES F. CHECCHIO
as

BISHOP OF METUCHEN

From the Knights of Columbus of the Camden Diocese

BLESSED JOHN PAUL II CHAPTER

GEORGE TUTWEILER, D.D.
CHAIRMAN

REV. FRANCIS P. ARANEO CHAPTER

CHRISTOPHER TOMASELLO

PRESIDENT
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Congratulations 
and prayerful best wishes! 

                                                                                                   
                                   

   ANDY & SUSAN WALTON

BISHOP-DESIGNATE CHECCHIO,

Congratulations,
my dear friend.

Dolores M. Davis
INTERNATIONAL VOCATION SUPPORT

CAMDEN DIOCESE

Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception

Congrats
from the

Cathedral
Community!

We Offer Joyous and Prayerful Best Wishes to

MOST REVEREND

JAMES F. CHECCHIO

Upon his Episcopal Ordination and Installation as
Bishop of the Diocese of Metuchen

PARISH COMMUNITY

ST. JOSEPH’S (Polish) ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

SOUTH CAMDEN, NJ

Congratulations!
Parish Community of St. Rose of Lima

Haddon Heights, NJ

Most Reverend James F. Checchio

These men have heard it, and then
had the courage to respond; it gives
you an indication of their good
virtue, strength and character.

These men are not blind to the
problems and issues we face in the
United States; they are very much
aware, because they grew up in it
and know it better than I do. They
are aware of the struggles and chal-
lenges that the church has faced in
these years, and they want to make it
better. They want to help make the
church a better witness for our coun-
try.

CSH: How are you preparing for your
upcoming assignment in Metuchen as
their bishop?

Bishop-designate Checchio: I am
still learning about Metuchen, get-
ting to know the people of the dio-
cese; what are their unique aspects,
and what’s the reflection of the
Gospel that they most brightly
reflect back?

The philosophy I had in Rome, and
in Camden, during my ministry was
developing friendship with Christ.
Everything hinges on our friendship
with Jesus, what kind of person we
are. If we know who are in Christ,
that changes everything in our lives,
and truly becomes a part of our lives
in how we act.  I will do whatever I
can to encourage that.

My episcopal motto as bishop is,
“Be Reconciled to God,” from Paul’s
second letter to the Corinthians. My
ministry is to reconcile them with
Christ, and this will be a good
reminder for myself, and constant
encouragement to the people of
Metuchen.

CSH: How do you, personally, main-
tain a healthy spiritual life?

Bishop-elect Checchio: During my
time in Rome, prayer was built into

our work.  Communal morning and
evening prayer, a holy hour, and
daily Mass.

Coming back to the United States,
the challenge is now to continue
those practices.  I go for a walk every
morning and pray the rosary. You
have to take care of the most impor-
tant things, keep the staples (of
prayer and Eucharist). We have to
balance our lives to keep the most
important things first, and obviously
a spiritual life is the most important
thing for all people.  

Early on in my time as rector, I met
with Pope Benedict XVI, who told me
to “make sure you tell the priests to
keep their spiritual lives first.”  

His words were not only a great
lesson to me, but to the men I passed
them on to.

(continued from page S5)

An interview with
Bishop-elect Checchio

BISHOP-ELECT
JAMES F. CHECCHIO



By Michael M. Canaris

While studying in Rome, I learned
that a family friend of my South
Jersey relatives, the Francesconi’s,
was the rector of the Pontifical North
American College, and so we con-
nected with one another not long
after I arrived in Italy. Msgr. James
Checcio generously invited me for
lunch one day and again for the fes-
tive Thanksgiving celebration at the
NAC, as Italians by and large have
no clue that the holiday even exists
back in America.

In the enormous dining hall, the
seminarians there have an ongoing
joke about the papal portraits lining
the wall. Inventive young men over
the years came up with an imaginary
fishing tale that moves from pontiff
to pontiff, quoting Pope John Paul II
with outstretched hands saying the
one he caught “was about this big”
and culminating with the portly John
XXIII resting his hands on his stom-
ach after a delicious seafood dinner. 

The rector’s good-natured hospi-
tality while his young protégés
engaged in this tongue-in-cheek
raillery immediately warmed me to
him, and our paths have crossed a
few other times. 

I was delighted to see him named
by Pope Francis as the new Bishop of
Metuchen.  (In fact, we ran into each
other in the airport on his way to
meet with the Holy Father).

The leadership he provided as rec-
tor of the Pontifical North American
College was truly remarkable. Its
high point (of course notwithstand-
ing the numerous spiritual contribu-
tions to the community and future
shepherds of the American church)
was likely the dedication of an
incredible, newly constructed center
on its stunning Janiculum Hill cam-
pus in 2015. 

It’s interesting to note is that past
rectors of North American College
include Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan
of New York; Cardinal Edwin
Frederick O’Brien, Grand Master of
the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem and former
Archbishop of Baltimore; and
Cardinal James Hickey, former
Archbishop of Washington.

In the rather young Diocese of
Metuchen, an independent local
church carved out of the Diocese of
Trenton only 35 years ago, Bishop-
elect Checchio will succeed Bishop
Paul Gregory Bootkoski. 

He learned of his nomination as
bishop while ice fishing, and has said

that his view of the role of bishop is
informed by St. Augustine’s state-
ment that the episcopal office is ulti-
mately an office of love, as the bish-
op’s primary job is to give certainty
that the pastoral charity of Jesus
Christ is never lacking in the church. 

It’s become clear that Pope Francis
has a specific vision for the kind of
person he wants to see leading dio-
ceses as bishops and advising him as
cardinals. He has critiqued the
impression that these men are to act
like “a manager, a chief executive

officer of a company, one that
remains at the level of our pettiness
and little pretensions” or, perhaps
even worse, as “princes.”  

Rather he continues to choose to
nominate those he believes will
help the community better
encounter “the heights of God’s
gaze…[where] our future lies.” This
often involves going out to the mar-
gins of society, accompanying and
ministering to those on the periph-
eries: both materially and existen-
tially.

I hope that you will join me in
praying that Bishop-elect Checcio
continues to model the servant lead-
ership envisioned by the pope. He
will, I have no doubt, maintain a
close connection to his flock and
always have the smell of our Jersey
sheep with him. Ad multos annos!

Collingswood native Michael M.
Canaris, Ph.D., teaches at Loyola
University Chicago. 
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“Be Reconciled To God”

It’s become clear that Pope Francis
has a specific vision for the kind 
of person he wants to see leading
dioceses as bishops and advising

him as cardinals. 

The kind of man the pope is looking for

“

”

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Msgr. James F. Checchio holds the guest book as Pope Francis signs it as he arrives to celebrate Mass at the Pontifical
North American College in Rome May 2, 2015. It was the first papal visit to the U.S. seminary since 1980. At the end of
Mass, Pope Francis said the visit to the seminary was “a beautiful and meaningful introduction to my apostolic visit to the
United States of America.” 
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Alumnus Class of 1980

Monsignor 
James F. Checchio 
appointed Bishop 
of Metuchen
Bishop Checchio was born 
in Camden, NJ. Raised in 
Collingswood and a graduate 
of St. John Catholic School 
(Good Shepherd School).
Our students, faculty and staff 
proudly congratulate and wish 

newly appointed Shepherd 
of the Flock of the 
Diocese of Metuchen!
www.goodshepherdcollingswood.org

               

The Parish of Saint Mary
in Gloucester City 
Send our Prayerful 

Best Wishes
to

Most Reverend
James F. Checchio

as he assumes new
responsibilities in the

Diocese of Metuchen

C
O
N
G
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A
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S

St. Brendan the Navigator Parish
Avalon/Stone Harbor

Congratulates
Bishop-Elect

James F. Checchio
as he is ordained the

Fifth Bishop of Metuchen

May the Lord who brought you to this point
continue to lead you

Msgr. John Frey and the Parish
wish you all the best!
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Congratulations on the occasion of the
Episcopal Ordination and Installation of

MOST REVEREND

JAMES F. CHECCHIO
as

BISHOP OF METUCHEN

St. Padre Pio Parish • Vineland, NJ

Congratulations 
and Prayerful Best Wishes

BISHOP JAMES F. CHECCHIO

on your Episcopal Ordination 
and Installation as

BISHOP OF METUCHEN

THE STAFF OF THE CATHOLIC star herald

Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem –

Eastern Lieutenancy

H.E. Vicki Downey, LC*HS,
Lieutenant,

the Lieutenancy Council 
and Our Members 

prayerfully extend their
congratulations and best wishes

on your Ordination
as the fifth Bishop of Metuchen

Friendly wishes
Bishop-elect James F. Checchio is congratulated by his longtime friend, Msgr. James Tracy, on his new appointment to Metuchen before the Diocese of Camden’s
Chrism Mass last month. Behind Msgr. Tracy, waiting to offer their wishes, are Father Matthew Weber, Father Tom Kiely and Msgr. Roger McGrath.

Photo by James A. McBride
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God bless you, Bishop Checchio!
Your Paul VI family rejoices!
Soar, Eagles, Soar.

PAUL VI HIGH SCHOOL
9 0 1  H O P K I N S  R O A D ,  H A D D O N F I E L D ,  N J
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