
By Peter Feuerherd

They are a part of the Quiet
Generation. Born in 1937,
amidst a birth dearth created

by the Great Depression, they were
children as their parents and older
siblings fought World War II, and
busy raising their own children as
the Baby Boomers flooded the col-
leges and pop culture in the 1960s. It
is a generation stereotyped as but-
toned-down, respectable and steady.

Whether the stereotype is true,
one thing is certain: the Quiet
Generation lived through times that
were anything but.

And, if they happened to be
Catholic and with roots in South
Jersey, their lives chronicle the
changes and developments of
Catholic life in the Diocese of
Camden, which was also born in
1937 and this year is celebrating its
75th anniversary.

One of the first to be baptized in
the new diocese was Mary Anne
Dillenschneider Lynch, born Nov. 28
and baptized at St. Joseph’s Church
(now St. Josephs’ Pro-Cathedral) in
Camden on Dec. 12, 1937, just days
after the creation of the new diocese.

Her family lived in nearby
Pennsauken. They later joined a new
parish, St. Cecilia’s in Pennsauken,
where Mrs. Lynch has served as a
lector for the past 20 years.

“I do remember how we had so lit-
tle because it was World War II
time,” she recalls her growing-up
years.

After graduating from Camden
Catholic High School in 1955, Mrs.
Lynch worked in the pressroom at
the old Philadelphia Evening
Bulletin. In 1961, she married Phil
Lynch, and they had three children
and two grandchildren.

She raised children during the
baby boom years of the ‘60s when
space in Catholic schools was at a
premium. She also found herself
part of the changes in the church
after Vatican Council II as the church
universal, and the Diocese of
Camden, began calling forth the par-
ticipation of the laity. She found her
niche as a lector.

“I think it was a wonderful thing,”
she says.“It gave everyone  more of a
sense of participation. People felt
more like participating when they
could see and hear a friend reading.
We had more of a bonding with the
Word of God.”

Mercy Sister Karina Haywood was
born Aug. 8, 1937, in Atlantic City,
and was inspired enough by the

parish and Catholic school life on
the New Jersey Shore to dedicate her
life to education and social ministry.

After many years as a teacher and
principal, she is now a prison chap-
lain in Trenton.

Her memory of Camden diocesan
life goes back to her first
Communion at Star of the Sea
Church in Atlantic City when the
children were visited by Bishop
Bartholomew J. Eustace, the dio-
cese’s first bishop. She also remem-
bers a diocesan Marian Day on the
boardwalk. She was attired in a
nun’s outfit as a student band
played.

She spent her first five years of
education at Star of the Sea School
and later attended  Holy Spirit ele-
mentary and high school in Atlantic
City.

Much of that time, inspired by the
example of the Mercy Sisters who
taught her, she felt a call to religious
life. “I fought it,” she recalls about
her high school days, but she
entered the Sisters of Mercy soon
after high school graduation in 1955.

She lived through the
changes in religious life
inspired by the Vatican

Council. She believes that the Sisters
of Mercy were ahead of that curve,
being founded by Mother Catherine
McCauley, who urged her original
band of sisters in Dublin to dress
like the women of her day and to
commit their lives to service.

When she celebrated her 50th
jubilee in 2005 as a Sister of Mercy,
32 of her former classmates from
grade school and high school attend-
ed. She says it was an indication of
how deeply-rooted the Catholic
community of her youth on the
Jersey Shore was.

Anthony P. Rizzo was born Sept.
26, 1937, and was baptized at Our
Lady of Victories Church in
Landisville (now part of Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament Parish based
in Newfield).

It was a rural, mostly Italian immi-
grant community. It was also a place
where people went to Church. The
late Father Christopher J. Mazzolini,
pastor, would have it no other way.

“He would more or less knock on
your door on Sunday mornings.

Everyone would go to church,”
recalls Mr. Rizzo.

While his family moved

around the region, Mr. Rizzo main-
tained strong Catholic roots. He
raised four children with his wife,
Therese, attending St. Francis of
Assisi in Vineland and St. Rose of
Lima Church in Newfield (now also
a part of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish).

Retired from Kimble Glass after 43
years, he’s now a parishioner at Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, a
volunteer at Bishop McCarthy
Residence in Vineland and also is a
lector. He worked as a handyman at
local parishes to help pay for
Catholic school tuition for his chil-
dren.

While much of the church in the
diocese embraced newer forms of
prayer after Vatican Council II, Mr.
Rizzo embraced tradition, particu-
larly Marian devotions.

Ray Burgess, born Feb. 18, 1937,
grew up in Camden in St. Anthony
of Padua Parish and graduated from
Woodrow Wilson High School.
Married to Dorothy, the U.S. Air
Force veteran retired after a career
with a military contractor; he has
two daughters and is now a member
of Our Lady of Peace Church in
Williamstown.

He believes the Church is missing
its more formal traditions. Attire at
Mass, he says, is now too informal
for his taste, not like it was in the
early days of the Diocese of Camden.

“You went to Church on a Sunday
and you wore a suit and tie. It was a
special day. All the children went to
the 9 a.m. Mass,” he remembers.
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Mary (Costello) Lickfeld, born in
Camden on Jan. 4, 1937, was raised in
Sacred Heart Parish, and is a gradu-
ate of Camden Catholic High School.
She says that perhaps the Church
has broken too far from traditional
ways.

“When I was going to school it was
about the fear of God. Then it
changed to ‘love, love, love.’ I don’t
think the kids have the respect they
once did,” she says.

Married to Milton Lickfeld for 44
years – “we were M. and M.” – the
widow has five children, 15 grand-
children and two great-grandchil-
dren. She worked at Pathmark, and
now is retired and is involved in the
bingo and Altar and Rosary groups
at her parish, Holy Child in
Runnemede.

She still holds on to long-standing
relationships from Catholic school.“I
have stayed involved in the church. I
met a lot of my good friends though
the church. I go to daily Mass quite a
bit,” she says.

She wishes there were more young
people at Mass like as it was when
she was growing up in Camden.
Still, she likes at least one change in
church life. She volunteers as an
altar server at funerals, a role that
was unavailable to her as a girl.

Soon after Vatican II concluded,
Pennsylvania native Marie Knight,
born Dec. 3, 1937, moved to the
Jersey Shore in the Camden Diocese
and became enthralled with what
she described as a vibrant parish
community open to change.

“It was different from our
Philadelphia church,” she said.
When she moved with her then-
husband, Charles Lynch, and their
five children to St. Frances Cabrini
Parish (now St. Damien’s) in Ocean
City, she enjoyed Saturday night
Mass, something at the time not
available in Philadelphia.

“They were open to adapting to
the new rules. I was mostly struck by
the hymns. They were hymns I sang
as a Protestant. I knew all the words.
I liked it,” she said about her first
exposure to a Camden diocesan
parish.

Her own Catholic experience
meant embracing change. She was
raised Episcopalian and became
interested in Catholicism after being
exposed to the faith life of Irish
Catholic immigrants she worked
with in Philadelphia.

Faith, she remembered, was cen-
tral to the lives of those Irish women,
not a sideline or hobby. She wanted
that same faith, but her mother

adamantly opposed it. Still, she
became a Catholic and was
estranged from her mother for many
years because of it. Upon their even-
tual reconciliation she discovered a
family secret: her mother herself was
born a Catholic. Marie wonders if
she didn’t encounter a mystery in
which she subconsciously picked up
her mother’s Catholic background.

In 2002, she was widowed and four
years later married former Ocean
City mayor Bud Knight. They main-
tain homes on the Jersey Shore and
in Florida. She finds time as well to
serve as a facilitator for a grief sup-
port group at St. Damien’s.

Georgetta Ducci-Bruno now lives
in Malaga, but has roots in Atlantic
City, where she was born on May 5,
1937.

Her father was a boardwalk pho-
tographer, her mother a factory
worker. Georgetta was  the oldest of
five and was strongly influenced by
an aunt, a Salesian sister. She even
entered the convent for a short time,
but thought that life was not for her.
Instead, she took care of her parents
until they died.

“I didn’t regret it. I feel I was put
here for whatever was happening
in my life,” she said.

She quit school at a young
age to work in a factory and

was stricken by polio when she was
20. She continues to feel its effects,
bothered by what is now called post-
polio syndrome.

(Polio was a particular bane of this
generation, afflicting hundreds of
thousands worldwide as the Quiet
Generation grew up in the 1940s and
50s. Before a vaccine was made avail-
able in the early 60s, polio, which
tended to strike young people and
children, was seen as a mysterious
and arbitrary destroyer of youth and
vitality).

She married at age 45, to Nicholas,
and has now been a widow for 17
years. Her husband had been
divorced, and for years they attend-
ed church at St. Mary’s in Malaga,
abstaining from Communion. All the
while the pastor urged him to seek
an annulment to regularize their sit-
uation with the church.

When the annulment was granted
they were married in St. Joseph’s
Church in Woodstown. Mrs. Bruno
remembers that she cried tears of joy
at her nuptial Mass because she was
now able to receive Communion
once again.

“Not being able to receive
Communion was very hard,” she

recalls.
She now lives in the house
her late husband built. One
of her prized possessions is

a photo of herself with Bishop
Nicholas DiMarzio, the sixth bishop
of Camden and now bishop of
Brooklyn.

Elsie (Tornari) Swartz, born July
24, 1937, has 75 years of being
shaped by the Catholic faith in
South Jersey.

Now a member of St. Maximilian
Kolbe Parish in Marmora, Mrs.
Swartz was born in Philadelphia but
her family moved to Pennsauken a
year later. As a girl, she attended St.
Joseph Pro-Cathedral Church in
Camden.

She married Robert Swartz in 1958
and moved to Berlin, N.J., 10 years
later. They raised four children.

After her children were out of high
school, Mrs. Swartz began nursing
school at the age of 45. She was the
oldest in her class, with her fellow
students young enough to be her
own daughters. She graduated and
became an LPN.

She got work in hospice, caring for
dying patients. “There is a strong
religious connection. There has to
be,”she said about her work with the
dying.

Now in retirement she and her
husband sponsor Red Cross blood
drives at their parish and volunteer
at a clinic in Cape May Courthouse.

It’s part of a partnership that has
grown through their involvement in
Marriage Encounter, which reached
the height of its popularity in the
1970s. Many Marriage Encounter
couples are active in parish life in
the Diocese of Camden.

The Swartzes made their Marriage
Encounter Weekend in 1973.

“We’ve been involved for so long
that it’s been our life. It brought God
into our marriage,” she says.
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On Jan. 6, 2006 Bishop Galante
announced “a new vision for the

Church of Camden”:

Last April, I gathered together a
diverse group of clergy, religious and
lay people to reflect on the future of
our diocese and our church in
preparation for setting out a guiding
vision. The result of that day of
reflection and ongoing consultation
throughout the summer and fall is
the “Vision for the Future of Our
Church,”which sets out to briefly, yet
concisely, convey who we are as a
Church and what we aspire to be. As
the Book of Proverbs states, “Where
there is no vision, the people per-
ish.” (Prov. 29:18). ...

This will not just be a document, or
a one-time event, but an ongoing
and living out of our baptismal
responsibilities. The proclamation of
the vision this weekend will be fol-
lowed by a comprehensive program
of outreach to our parishes and insti-
tutions and to our people to ensure
that the Vision is known, internalized
and put into practice.

The Vision is meant to help our
church, our diocesan offices, our
parishes, and our people (clergy,
religious and laity alike) to clarify
our priorities, to help us better focus
our energies and to plan more effec-
tively for the future. It is forward-
looking, yet sets priorities that aren’t

just wishful thinking, but are meant
to be achieved, and even measured,
over the next five to 10 years. At a
time when the Church faces chal-
lenges of every kind, I am hopeful, I
am enthusiastic, and I am confident
about our future.

But this future will not be attained
by doing what we’ve always done.
This pouring of new wine into old
wineskins, so to speak, will no longer
work. This future vision will only be
accomplished through a proper
understanding of Church. As I have
been saying when I have been visit-
ing our parishes during the Speak
Up Sessions, the people are the
Church. The people, through bap-
tism, have been given rights and
responsibilities in the Church. This
kind of image of the pyramid, with
clergy, religious and laity at the bot-
tom has no place in our Church.
Rather, clergy, religious and lay peo-
ple share a radical equality in the
Church.

As I have reminded parishioners
everywhere I have gone, “I am not
more Catholic than you are.”

The Vision statement reminds us
that “We are the Church,”that all the
people have been empowered to do
the work of the Church. As such, I
am inviting all the people of the
Diocese to join me so that we
can together chart a dynamic
future full of hope.

Bishop Joseph A. Galante was
born in Philadelphia, was edu-
cated at St. Dominic’s elemen-

tary and St. Joseph’s Prep in
Philadelphia, entered St. Charles
Seminary and was ordained in 1964.

He served in the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia until he was named by
Pope John Paul II in December 1986
to be Undersecretary of the
Congregation for Religious in Rome.

In October 1992 he was named
Auxiliary Bishop of San Antonio,
Texas. A year and a half later he was
installed as Bishop of Beaumont,
Texas. He became Coadjutor Bishop
of Dallas, Texas in January 2000.

On April 30, 2004 Bishop Galante
returned to the Philadelphia area
and was installed as seventh bishop
of the Diocese of Camden to serve
half a million Catholics in the six
southern counties of South Jersey.

Soon after his installation in the
Diocese of Camden, he hosted 138
Speak Up Sessions over 15 months,
an unprecedented outreach that

obtained feedback directly from
parishioners, clergy, religious and
others on the ministerial priorities of
the diocese. This consultation led to
a multi-year planning process that
has sought to address pressing chal-
lenges while revitalizing parish life
in every area of the diocese, a
process that is now the model for
many other dioceses.

In his 2008 Advent message,
Bishop Galante said, “At this time of
transition in the diocese, we experi-
ence what was, what we are now and
what we hope to be. There is a natu-
ral tension in this, too. We look back
with gratitude at all that has been
accomplished in the building of
God’s kingdom, yet find ourselves in
the present knowing that we cannot
stand still if we are to progress on
our journey of faith...Yet we move
forward full of anticipation, but also
with real hope, knowing that as we
traverse the peaks and valleys ahead,
it is a faithful God who guides us and
will care for us along the way.”
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