
By Carl Peters

The girls in lacy white gowns
and veils, the boys in white
ties, hands together in prayer.

Rarely do children (after they reach
the Terrible 2s) look so angelic as on
the day of first holy Communion.

There are gifts, usually religious
items: rosaries, religious medals,
books about the saints. Often a fam-
ily party. Older relatives talk about
their own first Communion. They
remember the
parish, the pastor,
the sister, and
being among the
small army of
children in white
posing on the
parish grounds
for a group photo.

Those memo-
ries of the older
Catholics and the
experience of the
y o u n g e r
Catholics are sim-
ilar in many ways
— but the differ-
ences are sugges-
tive of big
changes in the life
of the church.

Some differ-
ences come readily to mind. Not
long ago children were in Catholic
schools, prepared for the sacra-
ment by one of the sisters who
staffed the school. Today, a larger
number of children receive their

preparation after school hours,
often at the hands of a qualified lay
person.

The family itself has changed.
Today the typical family has fewer
children, and the extended family is
more spread out geographically.
More mothers work. There are more
divorces.

Also, then, first Communion was
usually celebrated on a Saturday,
whereas the preferred place is the
Sunday liturgy (this includes

Saturday vigil
Masses)

And that 24-
hour difference 
is no small
change.

When first
Communion is
celebrated on
Sunday as part of
the weekly Mass,
no longer is it the
child’s, and the
family’s, “spe-
cial” day. Instead
it is a parish cele-
b r a t i o n .
Certainly, it
remains a “spe-
cial” day, but one
during which the
emphasis is on

the community as well as the indi-
vidual. With that comes a subtle
determination to keep the religious
meaning of the sacrament from
being overshadowed by pageantry
and excess.

Many people don’t like change, of
course, and the Saturday-Sunday
first Communion illustrates the dif-
ficult, frustrating, confusing — but
ultimately rewarding — changes in
how Catholics are educated and
formed in the Catholic faith.

The Camden Diocese, like the
church in general, is beginning to
make the shift from a corporate to a
pastoral model of faith formation,
explains Sister of St. Joseph
Kathleen Burton, director of Faith
and Family Life Formation for the
Diocese of Camden, and Mary Lou
Hughes, associate director.

In short, the methods as well as the
attitudes regarding faith formation
are changing, slowly.

“You’re sure of what was. You’re
not sure of what’s coming,” says
Sister Kathleen. “The bottom line is
knowing you’re not the one in con-
trol.”

The Office of Faith and Family Life
Formation is one of many ministries
that fall under the heading Lifelong
Faith Formation in the diocese, and
the very organization is telling.
Whatever the values of the
Baltimore Catechism or that
approach to carrying on the faith, it
was never meant to be the beginning
or end of faith formation. Catholics
are, or should be, “formed” in their
faith all through life.

At a time in the not too dis-
tant past, children were for-

mally educated in the faith

by religious, those lessons were rein-
forced by multiple generations of
family members, and the parish
served as a place of worship and the
center of community life.

Today “lifelong faith formation”
has to accommodate the changing
needs of individuals and families,
and the changes in parish resources.
The idea is not to look to the 1950s, to
a church life and American culture
that no longer exists, but to the earli-
est Christian era.

An important and relevant
church document is, strictly speak-
ing, not a catechetical text at all. It is
the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults. Issued in 1972, it marked
the modern-day revival of the cate-
chumenate to prepare non-
Catholic adults for their sacramen-
tal initiation into the church. Its
approach to adult religious forma-
tion has profoundly influenced the
church’s whole understanding of
catechetics.

Sister Kathleen pointed out that
another key church document is
National Directory for Catechesis,
published in 2005. It stresses the
need for appropriate catechesis for
all people, including all ages and
people in a variety of particular life
circumstances — married, single, ill,
handicapped, in college, in prison,
immigrants, people of different cul-
tural backgrounds, police, firefight-
ers and members of other profes-
sional groups.
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Lay Ministry and Lifelong Faith Formation

Children prepare to receive first Communion at St. Anthony of Padua Parish,
Camden, earlier this month. Religious educators encourage parishes to make
the sacrament a parish celebraton and part of the weekly liturgy.

Lifelong faith 
formation has to
accommodate the
changing needs of
individuals and
families, and the
changes in parish

resources.

The Diocese of Camden’s Lay
Ministry Formation Program
offers classes intended to

educate lay people and others for
parish work, creating qualified and
competent ministers for such areas
as youth and young adult ministry,
Bible study facilitation, and parish
business management.

As part of the Office of Lifelong
Faith Formation, the Lay Ministry
Formation Program allows stu-
dents to take courses online, as
well as at locations in South Jersey
and Philadelphia.

Partnering with Georgian Court
University; the College of St.
Elizabeth; St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary; University of Dayton;
Neumann University; Pastoral and
Matrimonial Renewal Center; the
Church Ministry Institute of
Camden; and Villanova University,

the program offers courses in such
fields of study as Theology, Pastoral
Ministry to African-American
Catholics, Foundations for
Leadership in Ministry, and
Catechesis.

Classes are held in several loca-
tions around the diocese, online
and on college campuses.

In May 32 individuals graduated
from the program. There are cur-
rently 230 students enrolled in
classes.

Tuition costs for the courses are
shared. A third is paid by the
parish, a third by the diocese, and
the remainder by the student.

For more information on the Lay
Ministry Formation Program, call
Linda Robinson, 856-583-6116, e-
email Linda.K.Robinson@camden-
diocese.org, or visit www.
Lmfp.camdendiocese.org

Preparing lay ministers

“

“
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St. John’s Church, Collingswood

Holy Saviour Church, Westmont

Continued blessings on the Diamond 

Jubilee of the Diocese of Camden.  May 

Blessed Teresa continue to inspire all of

your endeavors.

Rev. John D. Bohrer

And The Parishioners of

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish

Lifelong Faith Formation
Everyone’s Journey, Every Day!

The Office of Lifelong Faith Formation celebrates,
with great gratitude, the 75th Anniversary

of the Diocese of Camden.

We are privileged to continue to walk
with you in faith, every day:

Black Catholic Ministry  
Ministry with the Deaf/Persons with Disabilities

Evangelization 
Faith and Family Life 

Hispanic Ministry 

Lay Ministry/Lay Ecclesial Ministry Formation 
Life and Justice 

Worship and Christian Initiation 
Youth Ministries  

Young Adult and Campus Ministries 

Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., 

Along with the clergy, religious and laity of 

the Diocese of Trenton 

extend prayerful best wishes to the 

Church of Camden

On the occasion of its 75th anniversary.

May God bless your continued ministry in 

His Name to the people of the 

Camden Diocese. 

Contact: Roseann Quinn, SSJ     •     rquinn@camdendiocese.org     •     856-583-6124



By Carl Peters

Deaf Catholics face the same
concerns as other Catholics in
the Diocese of Camden and

throughout the United States. They
are affected by the priesthood short-
age, worry about getting young peo-
ple involved in the church, and see
the alienating effects of technology.

Sister Bernadette McMenamin of
the Sisters of St. Joseph, and Kate
Slosar are co-directors of Ministry
With the Deaf in the Diocese of
Camden. They serve the needs of
Deaf and Hard of Hearing individu-
als and their families, from sacra-
mental preparation to organizing
socials, all over the diocese.

Because individuals who are Deaf
have their own language — sign lan-
guage — they essentially have their
own culture, and their faith is all
encompassing. Like ethnic minori-
ties in the church, they are a close
knit community and their church is
where they worship and socialize.
For some, it is the only place where
they regularly come in contact with
other Deaf individuals.

Sister Bernadette, who can hear,
and Slosar often serve as the bridge
that connects the Deaf Community
to a church in which most ministers
speak adifferent language.

Last year Slosar worked with a
family whose children needed to be
prepared for first Communion.

The parents, who were Deaf, had
two children who needed to be pre-
pared for first Communion. One
child could hear, the other was Deaf.

Slosar worked with the Deaf child,
and also his Deaf family members,
in preparation for the sacrament.
The hearing child also prepared at
the family’s parish, where both chil-
dren were able to receive their first
Communion together.

What used to be called
Deaf Ministry began in the
Camden Diocese in 1980
when Bishop George H.
Guilfoyle appointed Father
Brian O’Neill director.

After several years of cele-
brating Mass at different
locations in the diocese, the
community found a home for
many years at St. Rose of
Lima Parish in Haddon
Heights.

The worship site for the
ministry, what they refer to
as “Our Deaf Church,”is Holy
Saviour Church in
Westmont, part of Blessed
Teresa of Calcutta Parish.

More than 30 years after he
was assigned to minister to
the Deaf, Father O’Neill,

although retired, continues to cele-
brate Mass for them on occasion.
Another priest is currently learning
how to sign Mass.

Slosar points out that having a
priest sign Mass is far preferable to
having a sign language interpreter
sign what the priest is saying. And
few people have the skills and theo-
logical background to sign a Mass.

The situation highlights the con-
cern for priestly vocations as well as
the need for lay leaders.

By Rich Luongo

Among the parishes that have
been successful models of life-
long faith formation are St. Clare

of Assisi, Gibbstown, and Good
Shepherd, Vineland.

GIBBSTOWN — St. Clare of Assisi
has launched intergenerational
events as the core of Lifelong Faith
Formation in the parish.

“We’ve had great success with
this,” said Patricia Patterson, coordi-
nator of faith formation.
“Intergenerational events are new to
our parish and as with everything
new, a way had to be found to
encourage parishioners to come and
find out what such gatherings are all
about.”

St. Clare has also launched options
to the traditional religious education
classroom model.

“We decided to find a way to inter-
twine faith formation with the class-
room model,” Patterson said, noting
the parish has an accelerated sum-

mer program of religious educa-
tion.”

This program runs for two weeks
at the end of June when children
attend class in the morning, from 9
a.m.-1 p.m.

“That fulfills the catechesis portion
of book learning,” said Patterson.
“But throughout the remainder of
the year the children attend a grade
level retreat and at least four parish
intergenerational events.”

The Accelerated Summer
Religious Education (ASREP)
Program and the Family Religious
Education Model (FREM home
school model) are “great opportuni-
ties to introduce intergenerational
gatherings by including them as
requirements of these innovative
programs,” she noted.

According to the ASREP policy: “In
order that students learn the spiritu-
al significance surrounding the Holy
Days and the significance of the
church’s liturgical calendar,
Summer Program students
and their families must

attend the coming year’s
L i t u r g i c a l / I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l
Gatherings held during each liturgi-
cal season.”

VINELAND — The Lifelong Faith
Formation at Christ the Good
Shepherd Parish centers on inter-
generational catechesis, the realiza-
tion of the baptismal call, and liturgy
as source and summit of catechesis.

“We have held whole parish com-
munity events for eight years,” said
Anita McDonald, director of lifelong
faith formation. “In addition, sacra-
mental prep involves workshops and
retreats for the whole family so that
all are catechized in this lifelong
journey.”

She noted that the Lifelong Faith
Formation Team includes the core
planning team and the design and
implementation teams, “which have
grown over the years and is around
30 people. With each event as many

as 50 people volunteer as well
as some from the teams.”

McDonald said she hopes

that next year Lifelong Faith
Formation will also offer “People of
Faith: Generations Learning
Together as an option to the one-
weekly classroom model.
Attendance here ranges from 250 to
1,000 participants,” she added.

People of Faith: Generations
Learning Together, McDonald point-
ed out, is a six-year spiral curriculum
that focuses on a year-long theme,
which includes Acting for Justice,
Following Jesus, Professing Our
Faith, Responding in Prayer,
Worshipping through the Church
Year, Living the Moral Life,
Celebrating the Sacraments, and
Embracing Our Church.

“Families meet and participate both
as a whole group and also in age
breakout formats,” she said. “The cur-
riculum includes magazines and take-
home kits and is two hours long.”

Events for 2012-13 include the 50th
anniversary of Vatican II, a whole
parish event and Blessed Mother Tea
in October, Journey to Peace, along
with other events to be announced.
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Lay Ministry and Lifelong Faith Formation

Sister Janet Theresa, a teacher at Sacred
Heart School, Camden, gestures through a
song while singing with guitarist Chuck Leets
during a 1974 sign language Mass at Sacred
Heart Church, Camden.

Lifelong faith formation in the parishes

The signs of faith-filled community The fight that
led to a ministry

It was two young boys slug-
ging away at one another in
Camden that led to the begin-

nings of Ministry With the Deaf
in the diocese.

It was 1972 and a young priest,
Father Brian
O’Neill, broke
up the fight.
As he talked
to the chil-
dren, he real-
ized that one
was deaf —
and he also
soon realized
there was no

one to minister to the needs of
Catholics with hearing impair-
ments. So he volunteered and
worked to learn sign language
and gain knowlege of deaf cul-
ture from a Philadelphia priest.

Bishop George H. Guilfoyle
established Ministry With the
Deaf and appointed Father
O’Neill director in 1980. For
decades, Joann Burns worked as
his assistant. Although now
retired, Father O’Neill continues
to celebrate Mass for the Deaf
community on occasion.

FATHER BRIAN
E. O’NEILL
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Elko & Associates specialize in

providing accounting, tax and 

consulting services to

organizations, businesses and 

individuals for over 50 years. 

For more information, please contact 

John Nihill , CPA at 610-565-3930 or

visit our website www.elkocpa.com

It’s time…

to celebrate!
Elko & Associates is proud to 

sponsor The Catholic Community of 

the Diocese of Camden and 

congratulates them on their 75th

anniversary as a diocese.

Ocean City, New Jersey • www.StDamienParish.com
Saint Damien Parish

Congratulations to the Diocese of Camden
75 Years of Faith, Leadership, and Love

St. Frances Cabrini St. Augustine Our Lady of Good Counsel

Fr. Michael P. Rush, Pastor
Our Priests, Deacons, Sisters and Staff • All of Our Parishioners



For many years,
Mercy Sister

Grace Nolan was
the face of
Catholic Charities
in Atlantic City.

In August 2011,
after more than
four decades of
service, she
retired as coordi-
nator of Catholic
Charities’ Atlantic
County Family
Services and
C o m m u n i t y
Center, which
provides case
m a n a g e m e n t ,
emergency financial aid and crisis
pregnancy services to more than
8,000 families and individuals.

Sister Grace was well known for
her determination in assisting the
poor, including families seeking

food or the lonely
living in nursing
homes along the
Boardwalk.

Whether dis-
tributing excess
furniture from a
resort hotel or a
can of soup, Sister
Grace emphasized
that charity should
be dispensed with
a smile.

A smile, she said
in a 1985 interview
in the Catholic
Star Herald,
“doesn’t cost you
a cent.”

In 2004, Catholic Charities creat-
ed the Sister Grace Nolan Award
for Social Ministry, given annually
to a person in the Diocese of
Camden who personifies the
pursuit of social justice.

was formalized. On Sept. 27, 1940
Catholic Charities of the Camden
Diocese was incorporated. Bishop
Eustace called for generosity, a spirit
of selflessness and a program of
charity.

Pronouncing that “helpless per-
sons young and old, (are) most wor-
thy objects of genuine Christian
charity,” the first bishop of Camden
inaugurated that program of charity
“whereby homes for orphans and
the aged will be built in the diocese
and other institutions of Christian
Charity will become a growing reali-
ty.”

In its infancy, Catholic Charities
took special interest in orphaned
children and the elderly, providing
adoption services and establishing
St Mary’s Catholic Home in Cherry
Hill. Seventy-five years later, the
Diocese has dedicated energy and
resources to carry on the mission
that Bishop Eustace outlined. But the
reality is that the needs are growing.

The good news is that in this new
millennium, the ministry of compas-
sion has been cultivated and refined.
Catholic Charities of the Camden
Diocese, along with a wide spectrum
of outreach efforts, strives to
respond to every form of human
want.

“Life is so complicated these days,
more complicated than even 20

or 30 years ago,” reflected
Kevin Hickey, executive

director of Catholic Charities.“Social
ministry is so complex; it takes into
context so many more things.”

Today there is a linked interface
between all the professionals that
staff Catholic Charities, providing
what Hickey sees as a constant, ener-
gizing catalyzing force.

“We are always looking to keep
each other informed, trying to keep
staff educated about the diverse,
wide-serving programs that avail-
able to people across the six counties
of the Diocese,” said Hickey.

Catholic Charities continues to
seek justice and to advocate for the
poor, the vulnerable, and the down-
trodden. Outreach efforts provide
for immediate needs while offering
hope, support and resources to help
clients achieve stability as they work
to improve their situations.

The charitable works of the dio-
cese, including Catholic Charities,
are supported in part by the House
of Charity - Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Archbishop Damiano, Camden’s
third bishop, announced the estab-
lishment of the appeal with these
words:  “The door will be open for all
who apply, all those in need and in
want, in every sector of the commu-
nity.”

By D.A. Barsotti

In 1937, the Great Depression still
cast its shadow over the region,
yet a population shift was bring-

ing new energy, new promise and
new needs across the Delaware
River into New Jersey.

On Dec. 9 of that year, the Church
of Camden was established, uniting
over 100,000 Catholics who lived in
the region. Many of them lived in
want.

During those unstable economic
times, in such a wide-reaching
region with scant resources, the

Diocese of Camden built a founda-
tion for justice and good will that
continues to serve the many needs of
the communities it encompasses.

Two years after Bishop
Bartholomew J. Eustace was
installed as the first bishop, the vehi-
cle for this compassionate outreach
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Pastoral Priorities: Compassionate Outreach

In this 1973 file photo, Catholic Charities workers and a member of the Atlantic
County Welfare Board are pictured outside the Catholic Charities Atlantic City
office.

Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Camden, offers these services: 

— Faith in Families (connects
individuals with needed social
services)

— Asset Building (Includes
Small Business Development,
help for those who are “under-
employed” and other programs)

— School Based Family
Support (includes crisis inter-
vention, gang awareness, bully-
ing prevention and other servic-
es)

— Behavioral Health Services
(for individuals with family,
mental health or other prob-
lems)

— Migration and Refugee
Services

— Veterans Services – Ready
Vet Go (a new program for dis-
located and low-income veter-
ans with housing issues) 

— Crisis Pregnancy and
Adoption

— Prison Ministry 
In addition, there are Family

Services and Community
Centers located in each of the
six counties of the diocese.

Services offered by
Catholic Charities

The door will be
open for all who

apply, all those in
need and in want,
in every sector of
the community.

— Archbishop Damiano

Catholic Charities personified

MERCY SISTER GRACE
NOLAN

“

”
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Happy 75th Anniversary 
from

The Franciscan Missionary Sisters 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Glassboro, NJ

Congratulations
on your 75th Anniversary

856-845-2570

We, 
The Parish of All Saints

extend our congratulations to the 

Diocese of Camden 

on the 75th Anniversary of its inception. 

May God bless our 

Catholic Community forever.

The staff and parishioners of 

Our Lady 
Star of the Sea

– Cape May,

Congratulate the 

Diocese of
Camden 

on 75 years of wonderful
service to the people of
Southern New Jersey.

�

Congratulations from

REPAIRED • REBUILT • EXCHANGED
TRANSMISSION

PETER MARUCCI
856-728-0204

2750 RT. 42
SICKLERVILLE, NJ 08081

INDEN

Congratulations to the 
Diocese of Camden 

on your 75th Anniversary

27 West Main St., Moorestown, NJ | 856.235.622 3 | www.carlsshoes.com
OPEN: M,T,W & F 9-5:30, Th 9-7:30, Sat 9-5  | Convenient Parking in Rear of Store

Where Shoes Are Fitted, Not Just Sold.

Certified Pedorthic Facility & Professional Orthotics
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congratulate the Diocese of Camden 
on its 75th anniversary of service to 

the people of South Jersey.

The Augustinians of the Province 
of Saint Thomas of Villanova...
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Congratulations 

to the

Diocese of Camden

on the 

75th Anniversary

from

St. Mary’s Parish, Gloucester

The Oldest Parish in the Diocese

OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT

MAJOR GIFTS
Wish the Diocese of Camden a Grace-Filled

Diamond Jubilee with 
Hope, Joy and Peace

Happy 75th!

From Pastor John Frey

and the Parishioners

of St. Brendan the

Navigator Parish

Avalon / Stone Harbor.


