


By Peter G. Sánchez

When Scott Stueber first stepped
onto the campus of Stockton College in
Galloway last year as a freshman, he
was a young adult drifting from the
Catholic faith that he grew up in, and
about to step into a larger, more inde-
pendent world.

Then he found Stockton’s Catholic
Campus Ministry.

“The ministry has helped me come
back” to the faith, says the Toms River
native and current sophomore, who, in
addition to being a marine biology
major, is president of the student min-
istry.

Across the Camden Diocese, at
Stockton College; Rowan University in
Glassboro; and Rutgers University,
Camden, Catholic Campus Ministry
student organizations act as a bridge
between the Catholic Church and high-
er education, providing spiritual events,
service opportunities, and social gather-
ings to all students, creating a commu-
nity of college students who support
each other in their faith journey.

“This group is an absolute blessing,”
Steuber says.  

The most integral part of the Catholic
Campus Ministries is the Eucharistic
celebration, and Stockton’s, Rowan’s,
and Rutgers’ Catholic Campus Ministry
Centers provide many opportunities to
attend Mass.

Mass is celebrated every Sunday
night for Stockton’s students at the
campus ministry center, located right
down the road from the main campus.
On Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, Mass is offered at the
school, in a classroom.  

Every Wednesday night, students
meet for dinner, followed by socializing
and faith discussion. Recently, the
members tried to “Stump a Priest,” ask-
ing questions of Father James King,
chaplain.

Father King celebrates each Mass at
the school and provides spiritual guid-
ance and support for the students, along
with Lois Dark, director of the Catholic
Campus Ministry Center. 

At Rowan University, Sunday-
Wednesday, Mass is celebrated in the
Newman House; on Thursdays, the
Mass is on campus. On Wednesday
nights, dinner and socializing follow
the Eucharistic liturgy.

At Rutgers, there is a 5 p.m. Sunday
Mass on campus, and a daily 12:05 p.m.
lunchtime Mass during the week.

Beginning with the start of the school
year, during orientations and school and
community fairs, Father King and
Father Robert Sinatra, campus ministry
chaplain at Rowan, have been a visible
presence to Stockton’s students.

“I believe in the ministry of presence,
and availability,” said Father Sinatra,

who works alongside Ann Polo, direc-
tor of the Catholic Campus Ministry at
Rowan; Nina Camaioni, Campus
Ministry assistant; and Father Matthew
Weber, pastor of St. Bridget Parish in
Glassboro.

“The main focus of Catholic Campus
Ministry is evangelization, with an
encounter,” he said, “to help students
increase their relationship with Jesus
Christ and his church, and help support
them in their faith.”

Father King sees his role as that of a
pastor to Stockton’s students. 

“Just as a pastor at a church helps his
parishioners, I, too, help these students
in whatever they need,” Father King
says. “Be it a late night phone call or
grief support, I am there for them.” 

Greg Coogan, diocesan director of
Campus Ministries, calls Catholic
Campus Ministry the “church’s pres-
ence on campus, to serve the spiritual
needs of the school’s students, faculty
and staff, while providing areas of spir-
itual growth and development.”

The students have taken on leader-
ship roles in ministering to their peers.
Every Tuesday, Steuber leads a Bible
Study on the Stockton campus.

“Before (the Bible study), I didn’t
know anyone in my dorm that I could
relate to,” Steuber says. “After I started
inviting people, eight students from my
dorm started coming out.”  

To Father King, student leadership, in
taking on the Catholic faith as their own

and sharing it with their peers, is an
essential mission of his ministry at
Stockton.

Kasey O’Leary, a sophomore Rowan
student and vice president of the
Newman club, has done her part in
Glassboro.

“I encourage people (to learn about
and share the Catholic faith at
Newman), and embrace it,” she said.

Besides Mass and the weekly meet-
ings, the ministries and its students at
Stockton and Rowan have participated
in faith sharing; at Life Chain events,
praying outside abortion clinics; in
social outings; and, in the future, will
participate in weekend retreats.

At Rutgers, students of Catholic
Campus Ministry, a part of the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, under the direction of
Father Michael McCue, OSFS, fre-
quently engage in serving the hungry at
Joseph’s House homeless shelter; make
sandwiches at the Cathedral Parish
kitchen; and tutor students at Holy
Name School.

The Newman ministries have been
an anchor for many students.

Stockton freshman Anton Faigal,
born in the Philippines, has traveled
frequently with his family, as his father
is in the military. Currently, his family
is stationed at McGuire Air Force
Base.

“This group is a constant,” he said.
“There are so many ways to get lost, but

this group provides (the knowledge of)
the straight path, to where we need to
be.”

Janine Norbut, senior Rowan student
and president of the student ministry,
says that “while it can be stressful on
campus, I come here (and can relax).”

The Newman house “is their home,”
said Father Sinatra. “They know that
they can turn to us.”

For Dark, some of the obstacles to
openly practicing the Catholic faith for
students is “the stigma” that peers will
attach to them for being counter-cultur-
al in a secular society.

Camaioni, at Rowan, leads a weekly
women’s group — Father Sinatra leads
a men’s counterpart — and knows the
same concerns.

“Students are raised in a Catholic
household, but when they get to college
they want to break free,” she says.
“They have to find the faith for them-
selves, and make it their own.”

Steuber agrees with Dark and
Camaioni, but the Stockton sophomore
sees the “freedom and ability” that col-
lege provides to practice his faith can
be liberating, if all students realized the
joy of the Gospel.

“I look forward to bringing others to
Christ,” he said.

For more information on the campus
ministries at Stockton College, Rowan
University, and Rutgers University, go
to www.camdendiocese.org/campus-
ministries.
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Campus Ministry: An anchor for college students

Photo by Peter G. Sánchez

Students and Catholic Campus Ministry Staff of Stockton College in Galloway gathering for lunch on campus include,
clockwise from bottom left, freshman Amanda Dupras; Father James King, chaplain; Lois Dark, director; freshman
Anton Fagal; and sophomore Scott Steuber.



Recent La Salle University MBA
graduate Marc Vallone has received a
Fulbright Scholarship and will spend a
year in Brazil, where he will teach col-
lege-level English and conduct research

into how local
organizations pro-
vide for at-risk
youth.

“I think when I
come back I want to
be engaged with
those students who
are habitually fight-
ing the uphill battle,
who are thought of

as lost causes,” said Vallone, who is
director of International Admissions at
Camden Catholic High School, Cherry
Hill, and will leave for Brazil in
February, 2015. 

“At the end of it all, I just want to
help facilitate a non-profit organization
helping those in need to succeed,
whether as a consultant or manager,”
he said.

His success with the Fulbright appli-
cation followed his rejection for one
after he earned his undergraduate
degree from the University of Scranton.

“In 2010, I applied to go to Korea on
a Fulbright,” he said. “I became a
National Finalist and all I heard from

everyone, from friends who knew noth-
ing about the process to those who
knew everything about the process was
I was ‘a lock.’ I lost.’ 

“Instead, I ended up working with the
street population of Quito, Ecuador for
a human development project called
The Working Boys Center. Every year,
I return to Ecuador to check up on the
kids and see how they are doing,” he
said.

When he returned from Ecuador in
July of 2013, he had a meaningful
breakfast with his brother.

“In a deep discussion, we talked
about how I would finish my MBA in
the spring of 2014 if I took five classes
(at night) between fall, spring and the
intersession (between semesters). My
brother then mentioned the ‘unfinished
business’ with the Fulbright,” said
Vallone, who lives in Cherry Hill. 

Since the Fulbright program began,
more than 60 La Salle students have
received Fulbright Scholarships.

Vallone’s commitment to helping
those in need, he said, “is a reflection
on my upbringing, having two parents
committed to nonprofit organizations,
but also from La Salle’s Laura Otten
(director of the Nonprofit Center) and
Karen Reardon (assistant professor of
business law) and their ability to

engage me in and out of the classroom,
challenging me to think about nonprof-
it management.”

Vallone’s father was a founder of the
Cathedral Kitchen in Camden in 1976. 

“It started with handing out bologna
sandwiches out of the back of a van and
now has grown to dishing out nearly
one-quarter of a million meals annually
to those who are hungry,” Vallone said. 

“My mother does inspirational work
as well in her role as a physical thera-
pist for students with severe mental and
physical disabilities,” he added. “Her
work gives her literal scrapes, cuts,
scratches and bruises.”

Karen Reardon, who teaches in the
Management and Leadership
Department at La Salle, said, “Marc is
passionate about his chosen profession:
— education. He said, ‘Education is the
vehicle that drives social and economic
mobility.’”

Reardon oversaw Vallone’s inde-
pendent study project on volunteerism,
and she said, “He has grit. Initially, he
fell short when he first pursued the cov-
eted Fulbright Scholarship, but he did
not take no for an answer. Rather, he
simply worked harder, taking what he
learned from the process to groom him-
self and his application so that he would
be chosen next time.”

With all that work, Vallone said the
application for this year’s Fulbright was
difficult. 

“I can unequivocally say that August
to November of 2013 was the busiest
time of my life — balancing a full-time
work load with my MBA schedule and
the Fulbright application was incredibly
stressful,” he said.

He was interviewed by a panel of
seven full-time faculty members at the
University of Scranton who were also
former Fulbright Scholarship recipi-
ents. 

“The interview included any question
about Brazil, literally anything that
came to mind,” said Vallone. “The
Fulbright Committee came from a wide
background of studies — biology, phi-
losophy, economics, language — and
they are not afraid to grill you on the
topics of their interest.”

Vallone is one of two La Salle gradu-
ate students who received Fulbright
Scholarships this year. Christopher
Mayers, a recent graduate of La Salle’s
Central and Eastern European Studies
master’s program, will be doing an
English Teaching Assistantship in
Bulgaria. 

Mayers is a student in La Salle’s
Central and Eastern European Studies
master’s program.
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www.neumann.edu
One Neumann Drive � Aston, PA 19014-1298

Top 25 Most Affordable
Private Colleges

- Money magazine

Money magazine has named Neumann University 
as one of the 25 most affordable private colleges in 
America. According to the magazine�s website, �Among 
the highest-ranked 665 private colleges on our Best 
Colleges list, earning a degree at these schools typically 
costs the least.� Neumann was ranked #12 in the Most 
Affordable list. 

Open House
Sunday, November 2, 2014   
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

To register, call 610-558-5616
or email neumann@neumann.edu
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

La Salle MBA grad receives Fulbright Scholarship to Brazil

MARC
VALLONE



By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Fifteen years
ago, the president of Dominican
University, just outside Chicago,
thought comprehensive immigration
reform was right around the corner.

That’s when the university began finan-
cially supporting undocumented students
simply because, as Donna Carroll put it:
“It was the right thing to do.”

“I assumed that by the time these stu-
dents were juniors or seniors this would
all be sorted out,” the university presi-
dent said. But now, as the path to citi-
zenship for these students remains
unclear, she said she’s discouraged by
how “protracted and prolonged the
immigration process is.”

“It’s been frustrating to have it so
politicized,” she told Catholic News
Service Sept. 4. 

Carroll, who advocates for immigra-
tion reform, is the first to acknowledge
“it’s a complicated issue” and also
admits that her perspective as a univer-
sity president is different from that of a
lawyer or politician, since academic
leaders are focused on developing and
promoting talent and also making sure
potential talent isn’t wasted.

She said she feels the strongest affir-
mation from students who see their uni-

versity “making a strong statement”
and providing a place where undocu-
mented students feel safe and support-
ed.

She’s hardly alone in her efforts,
either. Carroll has had the support of the

school’s founding order, the Sinsinawa
Dominican Sisters, and other Catholic
university presidents who have made
Catholic social teaching the impetus
behind their support of undocumented
students.

This year, Loyola University
Chicago’s Stritch School of Medicine
became the first medical school to
admit undocumented students.

These school leaders are moving for-
ward amid the absence of clear immi-
gration reform legislation from
Congress, which has discussed the
issue but not moved on it. House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, said
Sept. 2 that Congress might tackle
immigration reform next year if the
conditions are right.

The long-discussed Development,
Relief and Education for Alien Minors
Act or DREAM Act, which would
allow children of undocumented
immigrants brought to the United
States at an early age to become legal
residents and qualify for in-state col-
lege tuition, was introduced in
Congress in 2001 but has failed to
advance.

Currently, at least 18 states have pro-
visions allowing in-state tuition rates
for undocumented students, and in
2012 President Barack Obama issued
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA), which provides undocument-
ed students with relief from deportation
and the authorization to work but does
not confer citizenship or provide access
to federal aid.
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a defining moment

JOIN US AT AN UPCOMING

OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 18  11:00 A.M. 

NOVEMBER 22  11:00 A.M.

RSVP caldwell.edu/rsvp

More than just a degree, your 
choice of university will follow 
you throughout your lifetime.
For 75 years, our intimate campus has 
been recognized for its exceptional 
value and quality education while 
maintaining a friendly and collegiate 
atmosphere. 

CALDWELL UNIVERSITY OFFERS:
  25 nationally acclaimed  
undergraduate degrees
  One of the lowest private tuitions  
in New Jersey
  Dual degree and health  
professional programs 
  Award-winning liberal arts curriculum

 NEW ON CAMPUS FOR 2014:

B.S. in Health Science

  Redesigned Computer Information 
Systems degree

  B.A. in Business Administration with 
Sport Management Concentration

caldwell.edu

Undocumented students find support at Catholic colleges

CNS photo/Michael Nelson, EPA 

Immigrants wait in line to file paperwork for consideration of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals outside the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights in Los
Angeles in this 2012 file photo. A 2013 study found that about 65,000 undocu-
mented students graduate from high school every year and up to 10 percent of
those students enter an institution of higher education.

(continued on page S8)
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Register Today!

www.pct.edu/oh2014

OPEN
HOUSE

Sunday, October 26

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Williamsport, PA

Penn College is a special mission 
affi liate of Penn State, committed to 

applied technology education.

Save $50
Apply during your visit and 

your application fee is waived.

Discover degrees that work.

 Tour campus with student 
ambassadors

Visit with faculty and students

Learn about admissions, 
fi nancial aid, and academics

See academic facilities and labs

Explore on-campus housing

Learn about NCAA Division III 
athletic teams

And much more!

n

n

Penn College® and degrees that work® are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

degrees that work.

From
Advertisers

News  &Notes
Get to Know Penn College During Centennial Open House

Students weighing their career options –
and members of the public interested to
exploring a national exemplar of applied
technology education – are urged to visit
Pennsylvania College of Technology during
an Oct. 26 Open House.

The event offers prospective students,
families and friends a convenient opportuni-
ty to experience Penn College’s diverse
“degrees that work” at the main campus in
Williamsport, the Lumley Aviation Center in
Montoursville and the Schneebeli Earth
Science Center near Allenwood. To register,
visit www.pct.edu/openhouse.

Held amid a yearlong centennial celebra-
tion, the day will include a traditional stu-
dent-focused Open House from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., with the public invited to visit from 2
to 4 p.m. 

The college’s hands-on approach pro-
vides the latest technology in classrooms,
laboratories, the Madigan Library and study
areas across its beautiful campuses.

Courses are taught by faculty – some of
them alumni and many with relevant work
experience. Small classes ensure personal
attention, and free tutoring is available.

Students may choose two- or four-year
degrees from more than 100 career areas;
many associate degrees smoothly transition
into the college’s baccalaureate programs.
Nearly 80 percent of students receive finan-
cial aid, and scholarships are widely avail-
able.

The 100th anniversary of career-based
adult education on the Williamsport campus

is a perfect time to visit Penn College, which
– despite several name changes over the
years – has remained focused on preparing
students for rewarding careers that meet the
ever-changing needs of business and indus-
try.

A full college experience awaits those in
search of on-campus housing, student activ-
ities, Greek Life and intramural and varsity
athletics. (Penn College is a provisional
member of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association.)

The college has again earned Top 10 sta-
tus among the best public, four-year institu-
tions in the northern region of the country in
the 2015 edition of the Best Colleges rank-
ings published by U.S. News & World
Report.

Penn College is tied for No. 28 in the cat-
egory of Top Regional Colleges North –
along with Farmingdale State College
(SUNY) and SUNY College of A&T-
Cobleskill – up from No. 29 in 2013. In an
overall assessment of the Best Regional
Colleges North that includes public colleges
only, Penn College is tied (with the same
two institutions) at No. 8.

Penn College is also recognized in the
Web-exclusive Best Colleges for Veterans
category. The college ranks No. 9 in the
Regional Colleges North listings (No. 2
among the public colleges listed).

Can’t attend on Oct. 26? Schedule a cam-
pus tour at the Open House website or call
the Admissions Office toll-free at 800-367-
9222.

Photo by Alan M. Dumoff

Sister Anne McCoy, a Sister of St. Joseph and chaplain at Cancer
Treatment Centers of America in Philadelphia, leads a retreat day Sept. 27
at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, Pomona. The topic was
“Images of God and Relational Prayer.”

Images of God

Now you can follow the

Catholic Star Herald
on Twitter @cathstarherald



Social worker Kristin Prinn, founder
and executive director of the Camden,
N.J.-based social services provider
LUCY Outreach, will receive the
Ignatius Award from the St. Joseph’s
University Alumni Association in
recognition of her efforts to serve oth-
ers.

The Ignatius Award is bestowed upon
a graduate from within the past 20 years
who lives a life of “service to others”
consistent with the principles of St.
Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuit
order.

“I am honored to be chosen for the
Ignatius award,” said Prinn, class of
2004. “I’m humbled to be among such
selfless and inspiring honorees from
past years, many of whom have been
mentors and role models throughout my
10-year journey.

“I’m most excited, however, for
LUCY Outreach and its incredible
youth and staff, as they are most deserv-
ing of this honor,” she said. “I’m moti-
vated and inspired by the resilience and
optimism of Camden’s teens, daily, and
hope this recognition will expose Hawk
alumni and many others to an incredible
city, our outreach, and youth.”

LUCY is an acronym for “Lifting Up
Camden’s Youth,” a task Prinn was
only too happy to undertake in one of
America’s poorest and most dangerous
cities. She has been executive director
of the organization since 2012. 

Many of Camden’s youth face daily
challenges like teen delinquency, gang
and drug recruitment and involvement,
substance abuse in the home, teen preg-
nancy and a struggling public school
system. LUCY fills the void created by
these issues by enhancing their quality
of life through educational, social, spir-
itual and service-oriented programming.

“I am committed to providing love,
support and resources to this population
in hopes of their someday having the
opportunity to choose an alternative to
life on the streets, as every child
deserves,” she said. 

To date, 144 of the program’s partici-
pants have graduated from high school.

All of them are enrolled in some form
of higher education or active-duty mili-
tary service.

The Jesuit ideal of “living as men and
women with and for others” resonates
deeply with Prinn. After receiving her
bachelor’s degree in sociology, Prinn
served a one-year mission with
Associate Missionaries of the
Assumption along the United States-
Mexico border in New Mexico. She
stayed two more years to study and
work and volunteer in the border
region. 

As a missionary, she worked with
gang-involved youth in the community,
schools and juvenile prison. 

In those years, she earned her mas-
ter’s degree in social work from New

Mexico State University and became
fluent in Spanish. When she moved
back to Philadelphia, she looked across
the Delaware and thought Camden
would be a great fit for the next chapter
of her life. 

She worked in youth ministry at St.
Joseph Pro-Cathedral in East Camden
while completing 4,000 clinical hours
as an in-home therapist, working with
Camden’s highest risk youth. 

“Kristin is extremely worthy of this
award,” said National Alumni Board
President Dave Dorsey ‘54. “She has
repeatedly immersed herself in circum-
stances where she could be of maxi-
mum service and do the most good — a
wonderful illustration of the values we
espouse on Hawk Hill.”

Prinn’s mindset is borne of the les-
sons her mother taught her as a youth
— sacrifice and compassion and the
importance of giving back and looking
out for others. Prinn hit the ground run-
ning once she arrived on Hawk Hill,
working with the Faith-Justice Institute
and taking service learning classes each
semester. 

She also participated in numerous
leadership opportunities, retreats and
service immersion trips. She led Project
Mexico her senior year. She received
recognition for her dedication, earning
the SJU Achievement Award and
Curran Service Award.

For more information about LUCY
Outreach, visit lucyoutreach.org or call
856-964-9777.
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St. Joseph graduate ‘lifts up’ Camden teens

Kristin Prinn will receive the Ignatius Award from the St. Joseph’s University Alumni Association in recognition of her
efforts to serve others.

Community service and volunteer
efforts by the Camden Higher
Education and Healthcare Task Force
(CHEHC) member institutions enriched
the lives of more than 12,000 city resi-
dents and 7,000 school-aged children
from 2013 to 2014, according to a
recently released CHEHC civic engage-
ment report.

The CHEHC entities – CAMcare
Health Corp., Camden County College,
Cooper University Health Care, Lourdes
Health System, Rowan University,
Rutgers University–Camden, Cooper

Medical School of Rowan University
and Virtua — have worked together to
improve the City of Camden for more
than a decade.

“Working to revitalize a community
and a city is difficult and challenging
work, particularly here in Camden,”
said Task Force chair Louis S. Bezich
and chief of staff at Cooper University
Health Care. 

“The institutions of higher education
and healthcare are committed to
improving and beautifying Camden to
benefit those living and working in the

city. The report, titled ‘Bridge to a
Sustainable Community,’ reflects that
our commitment to improving the lives
of Camden residents extends beyond
each institution’s corporate framework.
Good corporate citizenship is part of
the thread that makes up the fabric of a
city.”

Community outreach projects con-
ducted throughout the year included
cleaning more than 200 vacant city lots,
delivering 25,000 pounds of fresh pro-
duce to residents through a partnership
with Farmers Against Hunger, volun-

teering with local baseball and soccer
programs and reaching out to local
schools through a variety of programs.
Outreach also included a community
day that transformed a city parking lot
into a carnival ground with pony rides,
face painting, performances and other
activities and featured free health and
wellness education and screenings,
which ultimately attracted more than
500 area residents.

Overall, the CHEHC partners have
participated in more than 50 outreach
programs directly benefitting Camden. 

Higher education and health care team up to help Camden
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AT
OUR LADY OF LOURDES
SCHOOL OF NURSING

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
WITH CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE

LOW TUITION
STRONG CLINICAL PRACTICE

FOR INFORMATION:
CALL 856-757-3730

OR
ATTEND A FORMAL

INFORMATION SESSION AT:

OUR LADY OF LOURDES
SCHOOL OF NURSING

1600 HADDON AVENUE, PAVILION 5
CAMDEN, NJ 08103

NO RESERVATION REQUIRED

BECOME A REGISTERED NURSE

Sunday, November 9, 2014
INFORMATION SESSION AT 1PM • TOUR OF SCHOOL TO FOLLOW

Big ideas to save our colleges and serve our youth
By Father William J. Byron, SJ
Catholic News Service

Earl F. Cheit saw it coming 43 years ago. “The
New Depression in Higher Education” was the title
given to a report he wrote for the Carnegie
Commission on Higher Education. It carried the sub-
title, “A Study of Financial Aid Conditions at 41
Colleges and Universities.”

Cheit, who died in early August after a long career
as professor and administrator at the University of
California, Berkeley, found that costs were rising
faster than income for America’s colleges and univer-
sities. The ones that were going to prosper, he said,
would need substantial infusions of state and federal
funds while they themselves would have to raise
tuition and cut costs.

A news story in The New York Times when the
report was issued in 1971 was accompanied by an
editorial that read: “The future capacity of higher
education to serve the country’s youth, and the nation
itself, is in jeopardy at the very moment when its top
priority ought to be the costly unfinished task of
extending equal educational opportunities to the poor
and deprived.”

That task remains unfinished and, as a priority, is
nowhere near the top.

Over the past four decades, tuition has soared, but
government grants have not. Private institutions
began “discounting” tuition and offering student
loans. They were less attentive to the challenge of
cutting costs. Now many colleges are worried about
survival as their students struggle to manage exces-

sive debt burdens and cope with uncertain postgradu-
ation employment prospects.

Back in the days of the Great Depression (think of
it as the “Old Depression” for both higher education
and the rest of the nation), the federal government
came up with New Deal initiatives like the Civilian
Conservation Corps to assist unemployed youth and
the Home Owners Loan Corporation to rescue home-
owners from foreclosure on mortgages.

Now that the new Depression is taking its toll on
higher education and the Great Recession has
adversely affected just about everyone in the
American middle class (not to mention the poor), we
need some big ideas to save our colleges and serve
our youth.

The GI Bill of Rights qualified as a big idea back
in 1944 when introduced as “The Servicemen’s
Readjustment Act” by a Congress fearful that unem-
ployment of Great Depression proportions would
greet returning service members after World War II.

The “GI” stood for “government issue,” as applied
to uniforms, boots, blankets, weapons and the like
that draftees received upon induction into the armed
forces. Service members themselves became known
as “GIs.”

The GI Bill gave veterans two months of free high-
er education for each month they had spent in uni-
form. It proved to be the greatest investment in
human capital this nation has ever made. It put many
veterans through college and professional school,
propelling them into higher-paying jobs that generat-
ed an impressive stream of income-tax payments
that, for some, continue to this day.

It can fairly be called a self-financing program.
The return was enormous considering that the GI Bill
paid tuition, fees and books up to only $500 a year
(that’s what tuition was in those days) along with a
modest living allowance while in school.

If today’s unfocused youth, subject to evident drift
and purposelessness, had a GI Bill-type incentive to
join the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps, Teach for
America or one of many other modestly stipended,
nonmilitary national service opportunities, not only
would they get themselves into gear, but they could
count on federal assistance later to get them through
college without crippling debt.

The GI Bill proved to be the salvation of many
young Americans and many private colleges.
Something similar is needed today.

Jesuit Father Byron is university professor of busi-
ness and society at St. Joseph’s University,
Philadelphia. Email: wbyron@sju.edu.

Over the past four
decades, tuition has

soared, but 
government grants

have not. 
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By Peter G. Sánchez

At the dawn of a new school year on
college campuses, teachers, students,
and administrators are busy with syl-
labi, kick-off events  and early morning
sports practice.

So, too, is FOCUS, the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students, preparing
for the return to campus, carrying their
desire to evangelizers for Christ.

In 1998, the organization started with
two missionaries serving on one college
campus. Today, there are hundreds of
FOCUS missionaries sharing the
Gospel with youth at private and state
schools, secular and Catholic campuses.

Marienicole Nowak, a recent college
graduate from Mount Laurel, is one of
them.

In May, Nowak graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Neumann University in Aston, Pa. She
arrived at Ramapo College in Mahwah,
N.J., to begin her one-year commitment
to the students at the school.

Her new role as Focus missionary is
“an honor, to represent my Catholic
faith, to represent God who’s done so
much for me in my life, and to witness
to his love in the lives of students,” she
said.

Nowak grew up in Mount Laurel with
her mother, father, and five brothers and
sisters, and went to Sunday Mass at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Parish in
Moorestown. From kindergarten
through 12th grade, she was home-
schooled by her parents, who belonged
to CHAPLETS Homeschool group, a
community of South Jersey families.

Homeschooling “was great for me; I
was formed well in my faith,” she said.
However, before her time at Neumann
University, she struggled with her faith
at another college during her freshman
year.

“I had a hard time reconciling heart-
break in my life, with the idea that God
is all-powerful, and all-loving,” she
said.  

Eventually, she found her way back
to the faith, “through my encounter
with God’s love, in the Eucharist.” 

“It took me a long time,” she said.
Before beginning her senior year at

Neumann, she began talking with a
family friend who was a FOCUS
missionary, and with other mission-
aries, about their work, and she 
realized that there was a need to 
help college students who might now
be where she was just a few years
ago.

“FOCUS really tries to reach out to
students from the context of ‘relation-
ship first,’” she said.  “

“Before you preach the Gospel, and
before you talk about God’s love, you
should be witnessing in your life.”

“If someone had been there with me,
mentoring me, investing in me, and wit-
nessing to God’s love in a tangible way,
that would have changed my life,” she

said. “It’s an honor to be called to do
that for other girls, who are in the same
place.”

Nowak lives with three other FOCUS
missionaries (one other female and two
males) in a former convent 20 minutes
from Ramapo, commuting to the col-
lege with her own car.

At least once a week the missionaries
will walk the campus in pairs, “looking
for students who might want to talk to
us,” she said.

“We’re not forcing anything on any-
one, but we might reach students who
might not ever walk into a campus min-
istry center.”

The conversations frequently con-
clude with “an invitation to talk with
them more, in a bigger setting, such as
a coffee shop, and continue that rela-
tionship.”

Nowak also leads Bible studies sev-
eral times a week for female students.

During her summer between
Neumann and Ramapo, Nowak trav-
eled to different cities and states, visit-
ing friends and family in homes,
schools and churches, to raise money
for her work. As a missionary, she
fundraises 100 percent of her salary.

In sharing FOCUS’ mission with
others, and inviting them to support
her work, “we’re inviting them to
answer God’s call to make disciples as
well.”

Nowak is committed to Ramapo for
the 2014-15 school year, and to FOCUS
for another year after that. She does not
yet know if she will continue at
Ramapo next year, or extend beyond
her initial two-year commitment to
FOCUS. Her mindset is not on the
future, but on the present.

“Students need that encouragement
to walk in Christ, and to claim the
Catholic faith for themselves, declaring
that ‘this is my faith, and I’m going to
continue to live it for the rest of my life,
and be an intentional disciple of
Christ,’” she said.

“If you really love Christ, you want
to make his love known,” she said.

To learn more about FOCUS, visit
www.focus.org

Going back to campus to share God’s love
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As a member of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students), Marienicole
Nowak works to evangelize students. “We’re not forcing anything on anyone, but
we might reach students who might not ever walk into a campus ministry center.”

A 2013 study by researchers from
Fairfield University, Loyola University
Chicago and Santa Clara University
found that about 65,000 undocumented
students graduate from high school
each year, but only 5-10 percent of
them pursue a college education.

They primarily said they could not
afford the tuition since they are not eli-
gible for federal loans, but others did
not want to reveal their undocumented
status. Some were afraid of discrimina-

tion, and others did not realize they can
attend college in the U.S.

Stephanie Zavala, an undocumented
Dominican University senior majoring
in sociology and women and gender
studies, always assumed she would go
to college. She was accepted at the
schools she applied to but realized she
would not be able to afford them.

Zavala, who came to the United
States with her family from Mexico
when she was 2, got in touch with a
local group that helps Latino families

and was linked with a private donor,
who enabled her to attend Dominican
University, where she had already
received an academic scholarship.

She told CNS Sept. 5 that she hopes
to get her master’s degree in social
work and provide animal therapy for
children with autism. 

For now, she said she sometimes
looks around in class and can hardly
believe she is there.

“It’s hard to describe. It’s so power-
ful. My parents are proud of me, and I

appreciate all the help I’ve been given,”
she said.

In the past 15 years, Dominican
University has committed about $3 mil-
lion to support undocumented students.
This year, the university has 28 self-
identified undocumented students. The
average institutional award for these
students is $16,671 or 48 percent of
tuition and fees.

David Fike, president of Marygrove
College in Detroit, also has advocated
for undocumented students. 

Undocumented students find support at Catholic colleges
(continued on page S4)


