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EPISCOPUS CAivIDENSIS 

DECREE REGARDING PARISH MASS SCHEDULES 

IN THE DIOCESE OF CAMDEN 

In order to better address the declining number of priests in the presbyterate of the Diocese of Camden, 

along with the decline in Mass attendance, and having taken counsel with both the Presbyteral Council 

and the Vicars Forane, in exercising vigilance over the celebration of the sacraments, in accord with canon 

392 §2 of the Code of Canon Law, in order that the pastoral effort regarding the celebration of Mass may 

be more effective for the building up of the ecclesiastical community and so as to not overburden the 

priests of the diocese, allowing them to more adequately fulfill their ministry ( cf. Eucharisticwn 

mysteriwn, 25), I hereby decree the following in regards to Mass schedules in the Diocese of Camden: 

1. A parish may have one Saturday evening Mass.
2. A parish may have two Sunday Masses if there is only one full-time priest assigned to the

parish.
3. A parish may have one additional Mass on Sunday per full-time or part-time priest assigned to

the parish as long as those Masses have an attendance of at least 60% of the capacity of the
church building. A change in the Mass schedule will need to be made when staffing changes
at the parish.

4. Parishes that serve the Latino community should incorporate the Mass celebrated in the
Spanish language into the parish Mass schedule in accord with the guidelines above.

5. Parishes in the shore region of the diocese will need to plan, on an annual basis, the number of
Masses they require and are able to cover. By May 1st of each year, pastors of shore parishes
are to file their summer Mass schedule and coverage plan with the Office of the Chancellor.

6. In parishes with only one priest; the parish weekday Mass schedules may reflect the pastor's
day off by having no Mass scheduled on that day. In addition, when the pastor is on vacation,
the weekday Masses may be suspended. Eucharistic services are NOT TO BE CONDUCTED
on these occasions; the faithful are to be provided with nearby parish Mass schedules so that
they may pat1icipate in Mass.

This decree takes effect on July 1, 2023. 

Given at the Chancery of the Diocese of 
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